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The  Local  Government  Act ,  1888,  Sec.  24  (2)  c,  and  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Reports 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 


'gitrBan  axxb  plural'  gnutifart?  pisfricfs 

WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DORSET 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  10O4<. 


HENRY  LING,  COUNTY  PRINTER,  DORCHESTER. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 


General  Order  of  Coca!  Government  Board,  i$91, 

AS  TO 

ANNUAL  REPORTS  of  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  of  HEAIiTH. 


PART  1. 

Art.  18,  par.  (14.)  He  shall  also  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  up  to  the  end  of  December 
in  each  year,  comprising  a  summary  of  the  action  taken,  or  which  he  has  advised  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  take 
during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  his  District  generally 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  contain  an  account  of  the  inquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to  conditions 
injurious  to  health  existing  in  the  District,  and  of  the  proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under  any 
Statute  so  far  as  such  proceeding’s  relate  to  those  conditions;  and  also  an  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by  him 
or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary  purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  have  power  to  regulate, 
with  the  nature  and  results  of  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken  in  respect  of  the  same 
during  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  record  the  action  taken  by  him  or  on  his  advice  during  the  year  in  regard  to 
offensive  trades,  to  dairies,  cow-sheds  and  milk-shops,  and  to  factories  and  work-shops.  The  report  shall  also  contain 
tabular  statements  (on  Forms  to  be  supplied  by  Us,  or  to  the  like  effect),  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the 
district,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages  and  localities. 

Provided  that,  if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  cease  to  hold  office  before  the  31st  day  December  in  any 
year,  he  shall  make  the  like  report  for  so  much  of  the  year  as  shall  have  expired  when  he  ceases  to  hold  office. 

Art.  18,  par.  (16.)  At  the  same  time  that  he  gives  information  to  Us  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  or 
transmits  to  us  a  copy  of  his  annual  report  or  of  any  special  report,  he  shall  give  the  like  information  or  transmit  a 
copy  of  such  report  to  the  County  Council  of  the  County  within  which  his  district  may  be  situated. 

PART  2. 

In  regard  to  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  no  part  of  whose  salary  is  intended  to  be  payable  to  an  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  by  a  County  Council  or  by  the  Town  Council  of  a  Borough  in  pursuance  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1888,  We  do  hereby  Order: — 

Art.  20.  The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  District  for  which 
he  is  appointed  : — 

(1)  He  shall  within  seven  days  after  his  appointment  report  the  same  in  writing  to  Us. 

(2)  He  shall  perform  all  the  duties  prescribed  by  Article  18  of  this  Order  for  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
respect  of  whose  salary  a  payment  is  intended  to  be  made  by  a  County  Council  as  aforesaid. 


URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


Blandford— Mr.  G;  W.  Daniell. 

Area  of  the  District,  363  acres. 

Population  (Census  1901),  3,649,  and  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904,^3662. 

Births. — There  were  82  births.  The  Birth  Rate  is  22  4. 

Deaths. — There  were  56  Deaths.  The  Death  Rate  is  15-3. 

Infantile  Mortality  86'5. 

Zymotic  Mortality.  Nil. 

Average  Age  at  Death.  504. 

Five  persons  died  in  the  Workhouse  and  two  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  who  were  “  non-residents.”  In  addition  to  these  a  “  non-resident  " 
died  in  the  town  whilst  on  a  visit.  By  deducting  these  8  deaths  from  the  total  number  (56),  the  corrected  death  rate  is  13’1. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  being  less,  and  no  death  having  occurred  from  any  disease  of  the  Zymotic  type,  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Ages  at  which  deaths  took  place  were  : — 


Under  1  year  of  age 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

Aged  1  and  under  6 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

•  9 

3 

5  and  under  15  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

2 

15  „  25 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

8 

25  ,,  65  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

13 

65  and  upwards 

•  • 

•  • 

Total 

9  9 

9  9 

•  9 

9  9 

28 

66 

The  Mortality  from  every  cause  has  been  as  follows  : — 

Disease. 

Influenza  . . 

Phthisis.. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer  . . 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  . . 

Premature  Birth 
Heart  Diseases  . . 

Accidents  . . 

All  other  oauses 


No.  of  Deaths. 

..  ..  2 

..  ..  2 

• .  .  •  6 

..  ..3 

..  ..  13 

..  ..2 

25 

Total  , .  . .  56 


I  received  Notification  of  one  case  of  Scarlatina  and  two  cases  of  Erysipelas  in  the  year,  showing  a  very  large  decrease  as  regards 
Infectious  Diseases  as  compared  with  former  years.  I  have  been  supplied  with  a  form  from  the  Home  Office  in  reference  to  the  Workshops 
and  Work-places  in  the  town.  They  number  56,  nine  of  them  last  year  were  reported  for  want  of  cleanliness,  three  for  insufficient 
Ventilation,  and  three  were  overcrowded,  all  of  which  defects  have  been  remedied. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — The  purchase  of  those  execrable  Cottages  in  Bryanston  Street,  and  the  erection  of  the 
excellent  dwellings  now  being  carried  out  by  Lord  Portman,  can  only  be  described  as  an  act  of  philanthropy.  In  my  last  report  I  described 
the  Cottages  in  their  then  condition,  as  a  “  disgrace  to  civilization.” 

Water  Supply. — That  in  use  from  the  Blandford  Waterworks  still  maintains  its  original  standard  of  excellence,  although  somewhat 
“hard.” 

Sewerage,  dtc. — The  pail  and  dry  earth  system  for  cottages,  by  my  advice,  is  still  being  substituted  for  the  ancient  receptacles.  In  the 
absenoe  of  Water  Closets  no  other  plan  should  be  allowed  in  the  Borough. 
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M.O.H.  Beports,  1904,  Branksome  (Urban). 


Branksome-Dr.  W.  Alexander. 


For  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year,  Mr.  J.  S.  Stewart  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  with  his  report  1  have  incorporated  mine  for 
the  remaining  three  months. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  2590  acres. 

The  Population  (1901  Census),  8095.  The  population  estimated  for  1904,  9000. 

The  Births  numbered  298 — 136  males  and  162  females. 


The  birth  rate  per  1000  therefore  was 
,,  ,,  in  1903 

it  a  n  1902  . .  . . 

„  „  1901 

a  )■  i»  1900  . .  •  • 

„  ..  1899 

,,  ,,  ,,  1898 

„  „  „  1897 

This  gives  an  average  per  1000  for  8  years  of  33-17. 

The  Deaths  numbered  124 — 63  males  and  61  females. 

The  death  rate  per  1000  therefore  was 
,,  „  in  1903 

ti  n  a  1902  . .  . . 

„  „  „  1901 

„  „  „  1900 

ii  it  it  1899  . .  . . 

„  „  „  1898 

„  „  „  1897 

This  gives  an  average  per  1000  for  8  years  of  14-17. 

The  causes  of  death  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  (Phthisis  17,  Meningitis  8,  Tabes  2) 

Bronchitis  (acute  and  chronic) 

Senility  (with  cardiac,  pulmonary,  cerebral  or  renal  complications) 

Pneumonia 

Premature  Birth 

Heart'Disease 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . 

Cancer 

Whooping  Cough  (with  complications) 

Kidney  Disease 
All  other  Diseases 


33- 1 

29- 65 
36-54 

30- 87 

31- 07 
38-6 
31-26 

34- 3 


13- 7 
1015 
16-6 

14- 65 

12- 43 
20-56 

13- 8 
11*5 


27 

19 

15 

9 

7 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

26 


Total  124 


The  births  being  298  and  deaths  124,  there  is  a  natural  increase  of  population  of  174. 
The  average  age  at  death  was  32  years. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  per  1000  births  was  117-45 


In  1903  the  rate  was 

•  •  • 

. .  63-32  per  1< 

„  1902 

•  •  • 

114-48 

„  1901 

•  •  • 

127-48/—  „ 

„  1900 

•  •  • 

107-3 

„  1899 

•  •  • 

146-7 

„  1898 

•  •  • 

160-0 

„  1897 

• 

87-5 

This  gives  an  average  per  1000  births  for  8  years  of  115-53. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — There  was  one  death  from  Diphtheria  which  occurred  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  gives  Zymotic  death  rate  per  1000 

for  1904  of  -1 

The  „ 

>1  M 

in  1903  was  1-03 

it  >• 

»»  »> 

„  1902  „  -9 

It  It 

H  it 

,,  1901  „  -47 

it  »» 

It  it 

„  1900  „  -41 

>»  it 

tt  »» 

„  1899  „  -91 

»> 

n  a 

„  1898  „  1-25 

The  average  ,, 

tt  tt 

for  7  years  was  -725 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  diseases. — During  the  year  22  cases  were  notified,  viz.  :  Scarlet  Fever  10,  Diphtheria  5,  Erysipelas  4,  and  Typhoid 
Fever  3.  Of  these  cases  18  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  viz.  :  Scarlet  Fever  9,  Diphtheria  5,  Typhoid  Fever  3,  and  Erysipelas  1. 
Of  the  remaining  4  cases,  3  of  Erysipelas  were  treated  at  home,  and  1  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  Bournemouth  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  were  two  deaths  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  Diphtheria  case  already  referred  to,  and  a  case  of  Tubercular  Meningitis  which 
died  of  Cerebral  Embolism.  This  case  was  admitted  said  to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever  and  was  too  ill  to  be  removed  before  death. 

All  the  other  cases  did  well. 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Branksome  (Urban)  continued. 


notification 

of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1904 

was 

22 

tt 

It 

„  1903 

M 

18 

tt 

»» 

„  1902 

ft 

21 

tt 

•  » 

„  1901 

tt 

41 

>> 

»» 

„  1900 

)  t 

61 

tt 

»> 

„  1899 

tt 

96 

f  9 

tt 

„  1898 

tt 

14 

The  average  for  the  7  years  (1898-1904)  was  39. 

'J'he  Isolation  Hospital  is  well  situated  on  a  high  dry  gravel  soil.  The  wards  are  bright,  airy  and  scrupulously  clean,  and  from  time  to 
time  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  lime-washed.  The  disinfectants  used  were  Formalin  and  Carbolic  acid.  All  the  houses  where 
the  infectious  cases  came  from  were  disinfected  with  Formalin  ;  so  also  were  the  patients’  clothes.  The  drains  where  defective  were  repaired, 
and  insanitary  conditions  remedied. 

Water  Supply.  —Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Bournemouth  and  Poole  Water  Companies’  mains. 
There  are  still  a  few  wells  in  Newtown,  one  of  which  was  condemned  as  containing  water  unfit  for  dietetic  or  drinking  purposes. 

Sewerage,  Drainage  and  Excrement  Disposal. — The  West  Ward  being  unsewered,  pails  and  cesspools  are  in  use.  The  cesspools  are 
emptied  at  night ;  42  pails  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  Employees  ;  the  others  are  emptied  by  the  tenants.  The  excrement  is  deposited  on 
farm  land  and  covered.  Contracts  for  sewering  this  ward  are  signed  and  the  work  will  soon  be  in  hand.  The  East  Ward  is  already  sewered, 
the  main  sewers  being  carried  into  the  Bournemouth  and  Poole  systems. 

Dailies  and  Coiosheds.—  All  these  were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  some  cases  more  than  once 
during  the  year.  The  dairies  were  fairly  clean  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  but  these  have  been  since  improved.  Most  of  the  Cowsheds  have 
been  lime  washed  from  time  to  time,  one  or  two  of  che  sheds  were  very  dirty. 

Pigstys. — A  great  many  pigs  are  kept  in  the  outlying  parts  of  this  district.  Many  of  the  stys  were  in  an  abominably  dirty  condition, 
and  in  one  case  a  conviction  followed  prosecution. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Hake-houses. — These  have  been  frequently  visited  during  the  year  and  found  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  A 
prosecution  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  against  the  owner  of  one  of  the  slaughter-houses,  and  a  conviction  followed. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —  There  were  37  visits  of  inspection  made  during  the  year.  There  were  found  4  cases  of  want  of  cleanliness 
and  6  of  overcrowding.  All  were  remedied.  In  one  case  of  overcrowding  a  written  notice  was  served.  There  were  no  prosecutions.  There 
are  no  underground  Bakehouses.  The  addresses  of  outworkers  received  from  other  authorities  were  5.  Workshops  on  the  Register  43. 

Nuisances. — Apart  from  any  nuisance  from  defective  drains  or  neglected  cesspools,  there  have  been  numerous  complaints  by  letter, 
petition,  and  verbally  regarding  a  disagreeable  smell  occurring  frequently  at  various  times  by  night  and  day  and  said  to  arise  from  the  Gas 
Works,  culminating  in  a  letter  being  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  asked  for  a  Report.  Mr.  Stewart,  M.O.H.  at  that  time, 
derw  up  and  forwarded  the  following  report. 

29th  January,  1904. 

Sir, 

In  accordance'with  your  directions  I  beg  to  forward,  this  my  report,  on  the  Bournemouth  and  Poole  Gas  Works. 

As  you  are  aware  several  complaints  have  been  received  from  about  four  or  five  people. 

In  response  to  your  request  I  have  made  several  visits  to  the  above  gas  works. 

I  have  also  visited  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gas  works  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  (between  2  and  3  a.m.)  walking 
round  the  works  and  getting  well  to  leeward,  but  perceived  no  bad  smell  whatever.  Nor  did  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  at  the 
time  of  his  visit  (between  3  and  4.30  a.m),  when  he  went  round  the  works. 

On  most  of  my  visits  to  the  gas  works,  I  was  accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

As  a  result  of  my  investigations  I  find,  that  when  the  “  Purifiers  ”  in  connection  with  the  water  gas,  are  opened  a  strong  smell 
is  given  off.  This  smell  can  be  traced  for  a  considerable  distance  to  leeward  of  the  works,  during  the  process  of  opening  the 
Purifiers,  and  digging  out  the  Bog  Ore,  with  which  they  are  filled. 

This  Bog  Ore,  when  taken  from  the  Purifiers,  is  spread  on  the  ground  to  oxidise,  and  is  then  used  again. 

During  the  time  it  is  exposed  to  the  air,  a  certain  amount  of  smell  is  given  off,  diminishing  from  day  to  day. 

The  manufacture  of  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  carried  on  at  the  works.  The  smell  from  the  Sulphate  tanks  I  found  to  be  very 
strong,  when  standing  directly  over  them,  but  I  could  not  trace  this  smell  for  more  than  a  very  short  distance. 

The  Automatic  flushing  cisterns,  for  the  latrines  used  by  the  men,  are  supplied  by  a  one  inch  pipe,  with  waste  water,  coming 
from  a  large  tank  containing  water  which  has  passed  through  the  scrubbers  of  water  gas  plant.  This  water  has  an  offensive 
smell.  The  sewer  through  which  it  passes  (in  the  Surrey  Road,)  has  been  examined  and  found  at  times  to  be  very  offensive. 
The  smell  being  similar  to  that  of  the  water  entering  the  latrines. 

Up  to  the  present  no  bad  smell  has  been  traced  from  the  ventilation  shafts,  or  sewers,  in  tnat  portion  of  the  District  from 
which  the  complaints  of  the  gas  works  have  come. 

Our  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  thoroughly  investigating  the  effluents  from  the  gas  works  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bournemouth  Inspector  ;  and  found  that  much  pollution  from  offensive  gas  products,  was  being  discharged, 
by  stone  ware  pipes,  into  the  Bourne  Stream.  These  latter  investigations  were  carried  on  during  the  whole  of  March  and  April. 

As  a  result,  the  discharge  pipes  have  been  disconnected  and  the  stream  is  being  cleansed  at  considerable  cost. 

1  may  say  that  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  above  gas  works,  both  by  our  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself, 
for  the  past  seven  or  eight  months.  And  I  am  of  opinion  that  every  precaution  has  been  taken  by  the  Bournemouth  and  Poole 
Gas  Company  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  any  inconvenience  caused  to  the  neighbourhood,  by  the  existence  of  these  works.  And  I  do 
not  consider  the  circumstances  to  be  such  as  to  call  for  a  prosecution  of  the  Company. 

In  conclusion  I  may  add  that  at  each  of  my  many  and  unexpected  visits,  I  have  always  received  the  utmost  courtesy  from 
Mr.  Woodall,  the  Manager,  and  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the  gas  works,  with  whom  I  came  in  contact. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  STEWART. 

To  the  Chairman,  Branksome  Urban  District  Council. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Bridport  (Urban). 

Subsequent  to  this,  a  petition  signed  by  69  persons  residing  in  this  neighbourhood,  55  of  them  in  your  district,  was  presented  to  me  on 
November  29th,  in  reference  to  the  above  smell.  A  fresh  inquiry  is  being  held,  samples  of  the  alleged  polluted  air  taken  for  analysis  and  an 
investigation  of  drains  and  sewers  is  proceeding.  A  report  will  be  made  in  due  course. 

Smoke  Nuitance  : — Tnere  was  one  order  or  letter  sent  in  reference  to  a  smoke  nuisance  at  the  Steam  Laundry,  and  which  has  been 
attended  to. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : — I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  tendering  my  thanks  and  acknowledging  my  great  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
Ramsden  for  the  assistance  he  has  given  me  during  my  tenure  of  office.  The  whole  of  the  district  was  practically  new  to  me,  but  by  his  aid 
and  experience  I  have  been  able  to  overtake  more  work  than  I  could  otherwise  have  done.  Besides,  his  method  of  keeping  his  books  and 
papers,  as  well  as  his  office  arrangements  generally,  is  so  systematic  and  complete  as  to  greatly  facilitate  the  Sanitary  work  of  the  district. 


Bridport— Dr.  Ciibborn. 

Area  of  the  District. — 651  acres. 

Population. — (Census  of  1901)  5705.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904,  6955. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  96 — (51  males  and  45  females),  which  is  18  less  than  last  year,  and  gives  a 
Birth-rate  of  16  1  per  1000,  compared  with  19 T  last  year. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  90— (41  males  and  49  females)  which  is  6  more  than  last  year,  and  gives  a  Death-rate 
of  151  per  1000,  compared  with  14  the  previous  year. 

Average  Age  at  Death. — 49  years. 

Infant  Mortality. — 122-2  per  1000  Births,  compared  with  80-4  last  year. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — -02. 

In  Table  IV.  you  find  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  which  death  occurred. 


Under  1  year 

11 

compared  with  7 

1  and  under  5  years 

7 

i)  >i  I 

5  „  16  ,, 

2 

»*  ii  2 

15  „  25  „ 

4 

ii  it  5 

25  „  65  ,, 

..  33 

n  ii  25 

65  and  upwards 

33 

„  „  44 

16  deaths  occurred  in  Public  Institutions. 


From  these  statistics  we  find  the  birth-rate  decreasing  and  a  slightly  higher  death-rate— facts  in  common  throughout  the  Country.  The 
birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  for  1904,  being  the  lowest  “  ou  record,”  and  the  death-rate  slightly  higher. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  unfortunately  higher,  and  equals  that  of  1902. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — Under  this  Act  14  Certificates  were  received,  5  of  Diphtheria,  1  of  Membranous  Croup,  4  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  4  of  Erysipelas.  Four  of  the  Diphtheria  Cases,  and  all  the  Scarlet  Fever,  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  made 
excellent  recovery — one  case  of  Diphtheria  in  Bradpole  (practically)  on  the  extreme  boundary  of  the  extended  area,  proved  fatal.  The 
source  of  the  Diphtheria  could  not  be  traced,  but  the  Scarlet  Fever  was  distinctly  imported  into  the  district  by  a  child  from  London. 

Scavenging ,  Flushing,  <&c. — The  Scavenging  of  the  district,  and  the  flushing  of  drains,  have  been  regularly  carried  out,  the  refuse  being, 
since  January,  destroyed  in  tbe  new  destructor.  So  far  I  have  received  no  complaints,  and  I  believe  the  destructor  is  working  well. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Bakehouses. — I  have  made  the  customary  inspections,  they  are  well  attended  to. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —The  necessary  inspections  as  required  by  the  Act,  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — During  the  year  three  large  Cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  placed  in  perfect  condition — the  stalls  and  yards 
being  laid  down  with  concrete  and  cement,  and  the  drainage  put  in  good  order,  with  a  proper  water  supply. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  and  grounds  have  been  well  attended  to,  and  the  Hospital  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — The  condition  of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  has  greatly  improved  in  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — The  Quarterly  Analysis  of  the  water  supply  to  the  district  has  been,  as  usual,  “  excellent.” 

General  Remarks. — Any  complaints  as  to  unsanitary  conditions  made  during  the  year  have  been  attended  to.  The  necessary  inspection 
of  ships  at  West  Bay  has  been  made.  Briefly,  the  sanitary  improvements  effected  in  the  town  during  the  year,  are  :  the  erection  of  a 
thoroughly  up-to-date  refuse  destructor  ;  the  putting  into  good  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  in  the  district  ;  the  providing  of  a  covered  Dust 
Cart  ;  before  the  year  is  over,  I  hope  to  see  all  the  Dust  Carts  properly  covered,  and,  what  I  consider  most  important  of  all,  the  perfecting  of 
a  system  whereby  infected  premises  can  be  disinfected  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


Dorchester— Dr.  E.  J.  Day. 

This,  my  26th  Annual  Report,  shows  that  Dorchester  more  than  maintains  its  reputation  as  being  one  of  the  healthiest  Boroughs  in  the 
County. 

Area. — The  acreage  is  1653,  no  less  than  1092  acres  having  been  added  when  the  Borough  was  extended  in  1900. 

Population.  —The  population  at  the  last  census — 1901 — was  9458,  which  is  now  estimated  to  be  10,300  (the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
during  the  year  having  been  129). 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Dorchester  (Urban)  continued. 
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fcirths. — The  number  of  births  registered  was  245  (118  males,  127  females)  against  228  in  1903,  222  in  1902,  219  in  1901,  and  195  in 
1900,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  237  (that  for  England  and  Wales  in  1904  being  27’9,  this  was  '5  per  1000  lower  than  it  was  in  1903,  and  lower 
than  any  other  year  on  record— compared  with  the  average  for  the  10  years  1391  1903  shows  a  decrease  of  1-3  per  1000,  this  is  reckoning 
England  and  Wales  as  over  33  million-  the  population  of  the  United  Kingdom  being  however  over  42  million). 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  129,  against  113  in  1903,  127  in  1902,  and  147  in  1901.  From  this  number  17  must 
be  deducted,  being  those  who  did  not  belong  to  the  district,  aud  to  it  must  be  added  the  four  deaths  from  this  district,  which  occurred  in  the 
Asylum,  consequently  the  number  is  reduced  to  116  (53  males,  63  females)  giving  a  death-rate  of  only  11-2  per  1000,  which  is  4  4  per  1000 
less  than  the  142  smaller  towns  tabulated  by  the  Registrar-general.  This  is  iudeed  satisfactory.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1904  was  16‘2,  which  is  consequently  5  per  1000  higher  than  the  death-rate  of  this  Borough.  The  following  is  the  death-rate  since 
my  appointment : — 


1880, 

1884, 

1888, 

1892, 

1896, 

1900, 


18- 9 
15-9 
138 

19- 5 
15  7 
10-9 


1881, 

15-7 

1882, 

181 

1883, 

15-9 

1885, 

16 

1886, 

21-7 

1887, 

17 

1889, 

14-6 

1890, 

16-3 

1891, 

161 

1893, 

15-5 

1894, 

12-8 

1895, 

13-6 

1897, 

11-4 

1898, 

14-6 

1899, 

13-8 

1901, 

15 

1902, 

12-7 

1903, 

9-4 

1904, 

11-2 

Luest:  ugures  n,  win  ue  seen  tnai  tne  average  lor  me  nrst  t 
against  10-1  for  the  last  three  years,  and  12-8  for  the  last  ten  years. 


per  1000  for  the  first  ten  year*, 


Average  Age  at  Death. — The  average  age  at  death  was  39  against  45  in  1903,  44  in  1902,  35  in  1901,  43  in  1900,  37  in 
38  in  1897,  and  34  in  1896. 


1899,  44  in  1898, 


Zymotic  Death-rate. — The  Zymotic  death-rate  (deaths  due  to  the  chief  epidemic  diseases)  was  1-06  per  1000  owing  to  a  death  from 
whooping  cough,  and  a  visitation  of  measles  with  10  deaths — the  rate  in  1903  was  -2  per  1000 — that  for  England  and  Wales  in  1904  being  1'94. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  rate  of  infant  mortality  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  births  registered) 
was  73  per  1000  births,  against  51  in  1903,  90  in  1902,  148  in  1901,  and  107  in  1900  (that  for  England  and  Wales  in  1904  having  been  146, 
exactly  double  the  death-rate  of  infants  in  this  town).  The  deaths  of  these  18  infants  were  chiefiy  due  to  debility,  two  died  from  bronchitis, 
and  one  from  the  complications  of  measles. 

Child  mortality. — The  rate  of  child  mortality  measured  by  the  deaths  of  children  over  one  year  of  age,  but  under  five  years  was  77  per 
1000  births,  against  34  in  1903  and  40  in  1902.  This  was  due  to  the  epidemic  of  measles. 

The  116  deaths  were  registered  as  follows : — 

1st  Quarter,  33 — January  14,  February  5,  March  14. 

2nd  ,,  22 — April  10,  May  6,  June  6. 

3rd  ,,  29 — July  5,  August  14,  September  10. 

No  death  was  due  to  small  pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  croup,  typhus  fever,  enteric  fever,  cholera,  diarrhoea,  puerperal  fever,  nor 
erysipelas. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  chief  causes  of  the  deaths  were  : — Consumption  12,  Measles  10,  Cancer  9,  Violent  Deaths  7,  Heart  Disease  6. 

Old  age  12. 

18  were  between  70  and  80,  6  between  80  and  90,  and  2  over  90,  the  oldest  being  95. 

Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  : — 


Deaths. 

Principal 
Zymotic 
Diseases 
Col.  3—9. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1000  births. 

1904 

Columns  : 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

England  and  Wales 

16-2 

1-9 

•01 

•36 

•11 

•17 

•34 

•09 

•86 

146 

76  Great  Towns 

172 

2-49 

•01 

•47 

•12 

•19 

•4 

•1 

1J 

160 

142  Smaller  Towns 
England  and  Wales 

15-6 

202 

•03 

•36 

•01 

•16 

•35 

•1 

•89 

154 

less  these  218  Towns 

15-3 

1-28 

•01 

•23 

•09 

•14 

•27 

•08 

•46 

125 

1896 

Dorchester 

14-9 

2-2 

1-8 

•1 

•2 

•1 

#  * 

130 

1897 

»>  •  • 

11-4 

•4 

. . 

•2 

1 

•1 

#  # 

120 

1898 

>»  •  • 

14-6 

#  , 

*  # 

136 

1899 

l>  •  • 

13-8 

•3 

•1 

#  m 

•2 

158 

1900 

>»  •  • 

10-9 

•5 

•3 

#  # 

•2 

107 

1901 

»>  •  • 

15 

•6 

•6 

. . 

#  # 

#  # 

148 

1902 

H  •  • 

12-7 

•5 

. . 

•5 

,  , 

90 

1903 

»»  •  • 

9-4 

•2 

. 

•1 

•1 

»  • 

52 

1904 

„  ..  11-2  1  ..  -9 

Only  10  cases  of  infectious  illness  were  notified,  of  these  three  were  treated 

in  the  Borough 

•1 

Sanitary  Hospital. 

•  • 

73 

From  the  commencement,  when  the  Hospital  was  opened  in  1896,  the  following  have  been  uuder  treatment : — 


1896 

Diphtheria. 

1 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

20 

Total. 

21 

1897 

1 

— 

— 

28 

29 

1898 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

4 

1899 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

1900 

1 

— 

1 

5 

7 

1901 

— 

— 

— 

46 

46 

1902 

_ 

1 

1 

20 

22 

1903 

4 

— 

— 

6 

9 

1904 

1 

— 

— 

t 

3 

9 

1 

3 

137 

150 

8 
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Of  the  above,  17  cases  were  admitted  from  outside  the  Borough.  The  Council  some  years  ago  decided  not  to  admit  any  more  from  the 
Rural  Districts.  Cases  from  the  Barracks  can  however  be  admitted  on  payment  of  an  inclusive  fee  of  five  guineas  per  week  for  each  case. 
Patients  from  within  the  Borough  being  admitted  for  an  inclusive  fee  of  one  guinea  per  week. 

The  Caretakers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haws,  have  discharged  their  duties  at  the  Hospital  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Water  Supply. — The  well  supplying  the  Borough  is  about  210  feet  deep — the  last  90  feet  being  a  boring  through  the  chalk  and  is  far 
away  from  any  source  of  contamination,  the  Council  having  about  three  years  ago  purchased  the  adjoining  land.  It  is  rather  a  hard  water  : 
some  20  grains  of  total  solids  per  gallon.  In  my  last  report  I  gave  an  analysis  of  the  water  so  need  not  now  repeat  it. 

Earth  Closets. — There  are  still  some  few  earth  closets  in  the  Borough,  and  they  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  Closets  at  the 
Sanitary  Hospital  are  now  well  attended  to  by  the  Caretaker. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  eleven  deaths  o(  importance  from  a  Sanitary  point  of  view  (five  in  1903) : — 


Date. 

Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Disease. 

April  21st 

All  Saints 

F 

13  mths. 

Whooping  Cough 

May  5th 

St.  Peters 

M 

11  „ 

Measles 

Oct.  16th 

ft 

F 

2  „ 

Nov.  14th 

All  Saints 

F 

2  „ 

ft 

„  19th 

ft 

F 

3  „ 

f  J 

„  23rd 

St.  Peterfa 

M 

16  „ 

f  t 

„  24th 

All  Saints 

M 

3  „ 

•  ! 

„  25th 

ft 

M 

2  „ 

ft 

Dec.  2nd 

ft 

F 

8  „ 

f  f 

„  4  th 

St.  Peters 

M 

15  „ 

ft 

,,  21st 

It 

F 

23  „ 

tf 

There  were  12  deaths  from  Phthisis  (6  in 

1903)  that  is 

1  16  per  1000. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  9,  that  is  -87  pen  1000  (in 

the  neighbouring  town  of  Yeovil  the  rate  is  1-3  -  Somerset  has  the  highest  death-rate  of  any  county). 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  an<l  Homework. — Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Workshops 

40 

8 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

23 

_ 

Homeworkers’ Premises 

6 

.  .  - 

69 

8 

Defects  Found. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

7 

7 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

•• 

1 

8 

8 

Othbr  Matters. 

Underground  Bakehouses : — 

In  use  during  1903 
Certificates  granted  in  1903 
„  „  1904 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 


Number. 

4 

3 

3 


Lists.  Outworkers. 

Lists  of  Outworkers  Lists  received  . .  9  . .  24 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1904 — 104 

The  following  is  the  list  of  “  outworkers  ”  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  kept  by  Mr.  Bradshaw,  the  Sanitary  Inspector: — 


Trades. 

Number. 

Number  of 
Rooms  Registered 

Blacksmith 

8 

9 

Bootmaker 

5 

5 

Cabinet  Maker  . . 

7 

10 

Coach  Builder  . . 

3 

3 

Cooper 

2 

2 

Dressmaker 

14 

17 

Engineer 

4 

7 

Jeweller 

2 

2 

Laundress 

3 

7 

Milliner 

4 

4 

Painter 

2 

3 

Picture  Framer  . . 

1 

1 

Printer 

1 

2 

Saddler 

4 

. .  5 

Tailor 

10 

12 

Tent  Maker 

1 

1 

Tinplate  Worker 

1 

1 

Upholsterer 

3 

4 

75 


S5 
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Tho  total  rain-fall  was  37-6  inches,  against  33-07  in  1903  (one  inch  of  rain  is  equivalent  to  100  tons  per  acre).  Total  hours  of  sunshine 
1694  ;  sunless  days  77  ;  days  on  which  rain  fell  182.  It  will  be  seen  fiom  the  latest  returns  of  the  Royal  Meteorological  Society,  namely, 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  that  DorchesUr  stands  well  to  the  fore. 


Total  Hours 
of  Sunshine. 

Number  of 
Days  of  Rair 

Dorchester 

834 

96 

Weymouth 

796 

88 

Brighton 

763 

93 

Tunbridge  Wells  . . 

758 

98 

New  Quay 

749 

99 

Margate 

..  735 

92 

Kew 

686 

(*  No  return). 

♦ 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  J.  Hunt,  C.E.,  gives  me  the  following  list  of  the  chief  Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  during  the 
year Oil  tank  erected  at  Pumping  Station  ;  laid  new  sewer  for  drainage  Cromwell  Road,  drains  subsequently  connected;  six  high  sewei 
ventilating  standards  erected  ;  Sanitary  Hospital  and  Cottage  cleaned  and  color-washed  ;  laid  irrigation  channel  on  No.  2  Irrigation  area 
at  Sewage  Works,  and  laid  out  land  for  irrigation  ;  connected  up  the  old  sewers  with  the  new  system  ;  Grammar  School  thoroughly 
re-drained ;  lighting  and  ventilation  of  Corn  Exchange  greatly  improved  ;  sewered,  levelled,  kerbed,  and  channelled  the  following  roads, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,  viz Alexandra  Road  (part  of),  Dagmar  Road,  Olga  Road,  Maud  Road  (part  of), 
at  a  cost  of  £1 190 ;  also  a  further  portion,  under  the  same  Act,  of  Maumbury  Way;  laid  new  storm  water  sewer  under  railway  bridge  in 
Darner’s  Road;  and  renovated  dwelling-house  at  Loud’s  Mill  for  residence  of  Manager  of  the  Sewage  Works. 

Midwives'  Act — Five  Midwives  practice  under  the  Midwives’  Act  (4  in  1903).  Quarterly  visits  have  been  paid  to  each  of  them,  but  up  t* 
the  present  they  do  not  all  possess  the  necessary  appliances. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Illtiess.— Only  ten  cases  of  infectious  illness  were  notified.  This  is  indeed  most  satisfactory.  The  chief  amongst 
them  were  the  two  cases  of  Typhoid,  in  King  Street,  two  young  lads  had  eaten  uncooked  cockles,  which  were  traced  to  a  polluted  spot  whence 
they  were  gathered  :  after  protracted  illnesses  they  both  made  good  recoveries.  During  the  year  I  visited,  unofficially,  several  sewage  works 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  our  system  (which  has  of  course  received  the  Sanction  of  the  Local 

Government  Board),  compares  very  favourably  with  them.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  gave  a  full  detailed  account  of  the  working  of  the 

tanks,  beds,  <fcc. 

General  Remarks.  —Comparing  this  year  with  the  previous  ones,  the  following  are  matters  for  congratulation  :  — 

(1)  Higher  birth-rate, 

(2)  Extremely  low  death-rate,  only  11-2  per  1000  (that  for  England  and  Wales  being  16-2). 

(3)  Only  ten  cases  of  infectious  illness  notified,  against  22  in  1903,  32  in  1902  and  93  in  1901  (this,  no  doubt,  is  in  part  due 

to  the  new  Drainage  Scheme  and  the  Sewage  Works). 

(4)  Only  three  cases  admitted  into  Sanitary  Hospital,  against  9  in  1903  and  21  in  1902. 

Before  many  years  have  passed  away,  I  hope  to  see  the  town  with  the  electric  light  (being  so  much  more  healthy  than  gas,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  great  convenience),  public  abbatoirs,  public  baths,  free  library,  a  process  of  water  softening,  steam  disinfector,  refuse  destructor,  and 
municipal  lodging-house.  In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  I  feel  convinced  that  if  the  returns  given  above  (from  the  Meteorological  Society) 
were  made  known  far  and  wide,  together  with  the  extremely  low  death  rate  (only  11-2  per  1000),  the  first-class  water  supply,  and  the  entire 
freedom  of  infectious  disease,  this  Borough  would  soon  be  patronized  by  many  in  search  of  health  and  pleasure,  to  these,  the  surrounding 
Country  is  well  adapted. 

Lyme  Regis.— Mr.  James  Spurr. 

Area  of  the  District. — 1394  Acres. 

Population. — (Census  1901)  2095.  Estimated  to  the  Middle  of  1904,  2110. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  45  (21  males  and  24  females)  birth-rate  21-3  per  1000.  Birth-rate  for 
1903,  17-5  per  1000. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  33  (16  males  and  17  females)  death-rate  15-6  per  1000.  Death-rate  1903, 
10-9  per  1000. 

The  Average  Age  at  Death  was  52-9  years. 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  : — 

Under  1  year  ..  ..  2  deaths 

Between  1  year  and  5  years  ..  3  ,, 

,,  5  ,,  15  ,,  . .  1  ,, 

,,  15  ,,  2o  ,i  . .  1  n 

„  25  ,.  65  ,,  ..  12  „ 

Over  65  . .  . .  . .  14  ,, 

Of  those  over  65,  5  were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  and  6  were  80  and  upwards. 

The  various  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  6  deaths. 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  4  ,, 

Cancer  . .  . .  . .  3  „ 

Diphtheria  ..  ..  1  ,, 

Accident..  ..  ..  1  ,, 

Other  Causes  . .  . .  18  ,, 

Two  Inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  one  a  case  of  sudden  death  and  the  other  an  accident. 
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Zymotic  Mortality.—  Diphtheria  caused  one  death,  the  Zymotic  Mortality  is  therefore  '47  per  1000  persons  living.  The  Zymotic  death 
rate  for  1903  was  '47  per  1000  persons  living. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Two  children  under  1  year  of  age  died  during  the  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  of  44-4  per  1000  births.  The 
infant  mortality  for  1903  was  27  per  1000  births. 

Prevalence  of  Disease  —Notification. — I  have  received  during  the  year  notification  of  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2  of  Erysipelas  and  one 
of  Diphtheria. 

The  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  all  occurred  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  may  be  considered  the  continuation  and 
fortunately  the  end  of  the  epidemic  of  1903,  as  after  March  no  more  cases  were  reported. 

In  September  there  was  an  Isolated  case  of  Diphtheria  at  Mo.  10,  Bridge  Street,  which  proved  fatal,  but  fortunately  there  was  no  spread 
of  this  terrible  disease.  I  was  totally  unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  outbreak. 

Water  Supply.— Our  very  excellent  water  supply  is  very  satisfactory.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a  constant  supply  in  every  part  of 
the  town.  The  Analyses  made  from  time  to  time  prove  that  the  high  standard  of  purity  of  our  water  is  maintained.  The  town  water  was 
laid  on  to  Ivristiania  Cottage  at  the  Cement  Works. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage—  Excrement  Disposal.— The  new  systems  of  drainage  are  working  well.  The  condition  of  the  river  is  much 
improved  since  the  removal  of  the  sewage  from  it,  although  I  have  noticed  that  there  is  still  a  considerable  amount  of  rubbish  thrown  into  it 
near  Gosling’s  Bridge. 

Isolation  Hospital — Means  for  disinfection,  dfcc. — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital,  with  the  exception  of  two  rooms  at  the  Cobb  Buildings, 
which  were  fitted  up  some  years  ago  for  the  reception  of  infectious  cases  coming  into  the  town  by  sea. 

For  disinfection,  Sulphur  and  Formalin  are  used. 

Sunshine  and  Bain. — The  Housdon  Report  was Sunshine  for  the  year  1685  hours  or  34  hours  below  the  average.  Rainfall  35-75 
inches  which  is  3 -58  inches  above  the  average  of  the  last  20  years. 

I  registered  at  my  house  35-67  inches  of  rain  which  is  about  4  inches  less  than  in  1903. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. —  There  is  a  distiuct  improvement  under  this  heading,  for  within  the  last  3  years  16  new  cottages  have 

been  built  in  the  town.  On  December  19th  a  fire  broke  out  in  George’s  Court  and  totally  destroyed  4  Cottages  and  partially  one  more.  Mr. 

E.  II.  Wallis  was  the  owner.  No  ca-ie  of  “  overcrowding  ”  was  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

Slaughterhouses,  Bakehouses,  and  M ilkhouses.  —These  were  all  inspected  by  the  sanitary  inspector  and  myself  during  the  year,  and  the 

rule  is  to  find  them  kept  in  a  Sanitary  Condition.  One  new  Milkhouse  has  been  built  at  6,  Coombe  Street,  by  the  occupier,  Mr.  Froom. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  is  well  managed. 

Fish  unfit  for  Human  Food. — On  July  2nd  I  was  called  to  the  Station  by  Thos.  Seager  to  inspect  a  2-Cwt.  Barrell  of  Hake  which  he  had 
received  from  Messrs.  J  Rale  and  Co.,  of  Plymouth.  The  Fish  was  very  offensive  and  totally  unfit  for  food  and  I  ordered  it  to  be  buried. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901.— There  are  five  factories  (including  the  Steam  Laundry)  and  20  Workshops  in  the  Towu,  these  were 
all  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  during  the  year.  The  Sanitation  of  the  Workshops  and  Factories  was  satisfactory  and  in 
no  case  was  there  any  overcrowding.  There  is  no  home  work  done  from  any  workshop. 

Poo  e.— Mr.  G.  H.  Carrington. 

Area  of  the  District.- -The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  5,333  AcreB  (not  including  2,200  acres  of  tidal  water  and  foreshore),  distributed 
amongst  the  different  parishes  as  follows : — 

Parish  of  St.  James  . .  . .  153  Acres. 


Longfleet  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1265 

Parkstone 

•  • 

•  • 

2838 

Hamworthy 

•• 

•  • 

1077 

Total 

5333 

Population,  dtc. — The  number  of  houses  and  the  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  census  of  1901  was  as  follows  : — 


Parish  of  St.  James 

No.  of  Houses. 
1031 

Population. 

7670 

„  Longfleet  .. 

.  # 

915 

4159 

,,  Parkstone 

,  , 

1338 

6550 

,,  Hamworthy 

•  • 

242 

1084 

Total 

4126 

19463 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4-77. 

Assuming  that  the  rate  of  increase  continues,  as  it  did  the  last  10  years,  I  estimate  the  population  to  be  21,000  to  the  middle  of  the  year. 
Assessable  Value. — Of  the  different  Parishes  : — 


St.  James 

#  . 

£25350 

Longfleet 

,  , 

,  # 

16571 

Parkstone 

#  , 

46654 

Hamworthy 

•• 

•• 

4841 

Total 

£93416 

or  an  increase  of  £4500  over  that  of  1903. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Poole  (Urban)  continued. 


Births. — The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  569,  308  males  and  261  females.  The  Birth-rate  was  27-09,  a  slight 
increase  as  compared  with  19n3.  Natural  increase  in  population  235. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  364,  186  males  and  178  females.  The  Death-rate  was  17-03  per  1000. 
There  was  an  increase  of  34  as  compared  with  1903,  due  to  the  deaths  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  Average  age  at  death  40  years,  as 
compared  with  37  years  in  1903. 

The  Infantile  Death-rate  was  109  per  1000  Births  registered,  as  compared  with  135-3  per  1000  in  1903.  There  has  been  a  great  decrease 
in  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  calculated  upon  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  viz  : — Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (Typhus,  Euteric,  and  other  continued),  and  Diarrhoea.  During  1904  five  deaths  were 
attributed  to  Scarlet  Fever,  seven  to  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  three  to  Whooping  Cough,  four  to  Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever,  and  10 
to  Diarrhoea. 


The  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  therefore  1-38  per  1000  inhabitants.  In  1903  it  was  0-78,  but  owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  and  cool 
summer  there  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  in  that  year. 

Phthisis  caused  29  Deaths,  giving  a  Death-rate  of  1-38  per  1000  inhabitants. 


The  following  table  shews  the  Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Zymotic  Death-rates  for  England  and  Wales  during  1904,  and  the  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  Poole. 


Annual  Bates  per  1000  living. 


Births. 

Deaths  from 
all  Causes. 

England  and  Wales 

27-9 

16  2 

Rural  Eugland  and  Wales 

26-8 

15-3 

76  Great  Towns 

29T 

17-2 

142  Smaller  Towns 

27-5 

15-6 

Poole 

27-09 

1703 

Births. — The  Monthly  returns 

of  Births  were  as  follows 

Males. 

•January 

26 

February 

26 

March 

28 

April 

28 

May 

..  21 

June 

34 

July 

••-A  ai 

August 

.  M  “  25 

September 

28 

October 

17 

November 

22 

December 

23 

Deaths  from 

Infant  Mortality,  Annual 

Seven  Chief 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under 

Epidemic  Diseases. 

1  year  per  1000  Births. 

1-94 

146 

1-28 

125 

2-49 

160 

2-02 

154 

1-38 

109 

Females. 

Total- 

13 

9  . 

39 

24 

49 

19 

47 

21 

49 

30 

51 

23 

57 

19 

50 

23 

48 

29 

58 

26 

43 

20 

42 

14 

37 

308 


261 


569 


Deaths. — The  Monthly  returns  of  Deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

January 

19 

18 

37 

February 

15 

19 

34 

March 

12 

18 

30 

April 

14 

9 

23 

May 

19 

13 

32 

June 

13 

13 

26 

July 

12 

11 

23 

August 

16 

11 

27 

September 

17 

19 

36 

October 

14 

13 

27 

November 

16 

14 

30 

December 

19 

20 

39 

186 

178 

364 

The  various  Parishes  and  Hospitals  were  credited  with  the  following  deaths : — 

Poole 

Poole  Harbour 
Parkstone 

Longfltet  . .  •  •  •  • 

Hamworthy 

Union  Workhouse 

Cornelia  Hospital 

Fever  Hospital 


145 

2 

107 

48 

10 

33 

17 

2 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Poole  (Urban)  continued. 


The  ages  at  which  Deaths  occurred  were  :  - 

Under  1  year 
Between  1  and  5  years 
,,  5  and  15  ,, 

,,  15  and  25  ,, 

,,  25  and  65  „ 

Over  65  years 


62 

36 

7 

16 

117 

126 


The  causes  of  the  Deaths  registered  are  tabulated  in  Table  IV. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act.— The  diseases  that  must  be  notified  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  under  this  Act  are 
Small-Pox,  Cholera.  Diphtheria  or  Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Enteric,  Relapsing  and  continued  Fevers, 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Plague. 

The  total  number  of  Notifications  received  during  1904  was  307.  Comprising  32  of  Diphtheria,  2  of  Membranous  Croup,  27  of 
Erysipelas,  224  of  Scarlet  Fever,  21  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  Notifications  occurring  -pi  1904  in  each  district. 


Locality. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Poole 

202 

11 

Parkstone 

10 

20 

Longfleet 

4 

1 

Hamworthy 

8 

•  * 

Total 

224 

32 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 

18 

15 

1 

2 

5 

,  , 

4 

,  , 

3 

1 

2 

27 

21 

Puerperal  Fever. 


1 


1 


Scarlet  Fever.— The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  during  the  year  was  224,  of  which  five  cases  were  fatal.  The 
•mes  of  the  fatal  cases  were  three  between  one  and  five  years,  one  between  five  and  fifteen  years,  and  one  over  25  years.  The  epidemic,  with 
the  exception  of  these  fatal  cases,  which  had  other  complications,  was  not  of  a  severe  type.  Some  of  the  Schools  were  closed  by  order  of  your 
Council,  owing  to  so  many  children  being  away. 

Diphtheria. _ Thirty-two  cases  were  reported,  11  in  Poole,  1  in  Lor.gfieet  and  20  in  Parkstone  :  of  these  seven  were  fatal.  All  these 

cases' were  enquired  into,  but  no  special  cause  could  be  found.  Several  of  the  cases  were  in  children  who  were  too  young  to  attend  school. 
Many  of  tire  cases  at  Parkstone  occurred  amongst  children  attending  the  British  Schools.  The  managers,  owing  to  want  of  funds,  have  been 
unable  although  advised,  to  connect  the  schools  with  the  drains.  One  case  in  the  Dorset  Home  was  proved,  after  bactereological  examination, 
not  to  be  Diphtheria.  Nearly  all  the  cases  have  been  treated  with  injections  of  Diphtheritic  Serum,  and  to  the  use  of  this,  in  my  opinion,  is 
due  the  small  number  of  fatal  cases.  Your  Council  allows  me  to  keep  some  tubes,  so  that  the  Serum  may  be  procured  and  injected  by  the 
patient’s  medical  adviser  at  once,  as  the  serum  has  been  proved  most  efficacious  if  injected  immediately  the  case  is  diagnosed. 

Membranous  Croup. — Two  cases  were  reported,  both  of  which  proved  fatal.  ^ 

Erysipelas. _ Twenty-seven  cases  were  reported,  of  which  three  were  fatal.  Twenty  ehWuese  occurred  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65. 

Puerperal  Fever.— One  case  was  notified  at  Hamworthy,  which  proved  fatal.  Precautions  against  its  spread  were  taken  by  my  requesting 
those  in  attendance  to  use  disinfectants  freely,  and  not  to  attend  any  maternity  cases  for  over  14  days. 

Enteric  Fever. _ Twenty-one  cases  were  notified,  of  which  four  were  fatal.  Of  these  15  occurred  in  Poole,  five  in  Parkstone  and  one  in 

Hamworthy.  Oysters  dredged  near  Browusea  Castle  had  been  partaken  of  by  several  of  the  persons  attacked,  about  three  weeks  before.  A 
sample  of  these  oysters  was  sent  to  London  for  Bactereological  Analysis,  and  was  found  to  be  free  from  typhoid  bacilli  or  any  sewage  contamin¬ 
ation.  The  Analyst’s  report  says  : — “  The  oysters  forwarded  by  you  for  examination  on  November  17th  have  been  subjected  to  various  tests, 
cultures  and  sub-cultures  having  been  made  and  examined,  with  the  result  that  the  prevailing  organism  is  found  to  be  a  variety  of  Bacillus 
Mesentericus  neither  indicative  of  sewage  contamination  nor  dangerous  in  itself.  No  organisms  which  could  be  identified  with  Bacillus 
Typhosus  Bacillus  Coli  or  Bacillus  Enteritidis  have  been  found.  The  result  of  the  whole  series  is  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
particular  oysters,  at  any  rate  had  not  suffered  from  sewage  contamination.”  Dr.  Klein  has  shown  by  experiments  how  rapidly  oysters  will 
clean  themselves  of  Typhoid  Bacilli  if  kept  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pure  sea  water.  In  my  opinion,  the  oysters  when  caught  are  free  from 
all  typhoid  germs,  and  that  if  any  pollution  takes  place  it  is  caused  by  their  being  kept  in  baths  or  tubs  of  salt  water,  occasionally  changed 
in  the  small  back  yards  of  the  fishermen,  often  not  covered  over,  and  near  to  the  water  closet  and  house  drains.  Owing  to  the  poor  demand 
the  oysters  are  now  kept  sometimes  a  long  time  in  this  state  after  leaving  the  sea.  and  are  consequently  half-dead  when  eaten,  and  much  more 
liable  to  have  been  contaminated  with  deliterious  matter. 

The  cases  of  enteric  fever  which  could  not  be  nursed  at  home  were  admitted  into  the  Cornelia  Hospital.  Our  thanks  are  most  heartily 
given  to  the  Committee  of  the  Hospital  for  allowing  their  admission,  and  to  the  Matron  and  Nurses  for  their  kind  care  and  excellent  nursing. 

Fever  Hospital.— The  resources  of  the  hospital  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost.  During  the  year  65  cases  have  been  admitted,  of  which 
eight  were  Diphtheria,  and  57  Scarlet  Fever.  The  average  duration  of  each  patient’s  stay  was  six  weeks.  Only  two  fatal  cases  occurred, 
oup  of  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever.  The  nursing  and  housekeeping  have  been  most  efficiently  carried  out  by  Nurse  Budden  and 
her  husband ;  extra  nursing  assistance  had  to  be  obtained.  A  Committee  of  your  Council  met  to  hear  a  report  from  me  on  several  improve¬ 
ments  required  at  the  hospital,  and  owing  to  the  hospital  being  empty,  the  work  is  now  being  proceeded  with.  Your  Council  take  these 
infectious  cases  from  their  homes  for  the  good  of  the  community  at  large,  and  no  expense  ought  to  be  spared  to  restore  them  back  again.  I 
be"  to  acknowledge  Xmas  gifts  for  the  children  from  Mrs.  Van  Raalte,  of  Brownsea  Castle,  and  gifts  of  books  and  toys  from  many  ladies  and 
gentlemen.  The  public  have  now  come  to  realize  the  great  boon  the  isolation  hospital  is.  This  has  been  shewn  during  the  past  year  by  the 
willingness  parents  have  shewn  to  have  their  children  removed.  The  improvement  in  the  health  and  general  condition  of  most  of  the 
patients  after  a  few  weeks’ residence  in  the  hospital  was  very  marked.  A  small  charge  per  week  has  been  made,  which  does  not,  of  course, 
nearly  cover  the  cost  of  maintenance,  nursing  aud  medical  atten  lance. 

Scavenging,  Flushing,  dtc. — The  scavenging  and  flushing  of  the  streets  and  sewers  has  been  regularly  and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 
The  removal  of  night  soil  has  been  stopped,  and  the  cesspools  filled  up,  1031  new  house  drains  have  been  provided  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — The  Poole  Water  Works  Company’s  supply  has  been  constant.  No  complaints  have  been  received  of  the  Poole  supply, 
but  owing  to  complaints  from  residents  in  Parkstone  your  Council  ordered  samples  to  be  obtained  for  independent  analysis.  The  analyst’s 
r  port  has  not  yet  been  received. 
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M.O.H.  Report?,  1904,  Poole  (Urban)  continued. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  were  inspected  half-yearly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  were  classified  as  follows  :  April,  good, 
five  ;  fair,  one.  In  October,  good,  four;  fair,  three. 

Bakehouses. — These  were  inspected  half-yearly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  Thirty-five  were  inspected'  in  April  ar.d  were 
classified  as  follows : — Very  good  5  ;  good  14 ;  fair  13  ;  dirty  3.  In  October — very  good  5  ;  good  16  ;  fair  10  ;  dirty  4.  The  ones  marked  dirty 
were  ordered  to  be  put  into  Sanitary  condition,  whitewashed  and  cleansed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  were  inspected  half-yearly  by  the  Sanitary  inspector  and  myself.  At  the  April  Inspection  21  were 
visited  and  classified  as  follows : — Good  10  ,•  fair  9  ;  dirty  2.  At  the  October  inspection — good  12;  fair  7;  dirty  2.  The  dirty  ones  were 
afterwards  cleansed  and  whitewashed. 

Food  Supply. — Fifty-seven  articles  of  food  have  been  forwarded  to  the  public  Analyst  during  the  year.  All  have  been  pronounced 
genuine. 

Premises  in  ail  Unsanitary  Condition.  -  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  visited  several  places  in  an  unsanitary  condition,  besides  all  houses  in 
which  infectious  diseases  were  certified  as  occurring  and  has  given  the  necessary  instructions  for  cleansing,  &c. 

Disinfection. — All  premises  where  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  having  occurred  were  disinfected  by  formalin  vapour  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  assistant.  During  the  summer  the  Courts  and  Alleys  of  the  town  were  cleansed  and  whitewashed.  I  should  like  it  to  be 
made  public  that  your  Council  will  now  undertake  the  disinfection  of  rooms  that  have  been  occupied  by  consumptive  persons,  without  any 
expense  to  the  occupier.  It  has  been  proved  that  this  is  one  way  in  which  the  number  of  deaths  from  consumption  may  be  lessened,  as  the 
tubercle  bacillus  is  destroyed  by  powerful  disinfectants.  Might  I  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  attendants  and  the  relatives  in  giving 
me  notice  of  any  fatal  case,  or  the  removal  of  a  comsumptive  patient. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  were  registered  from  phthisis  in  the  district,  11  in  Poole,  10  in  Parkstone,  4  in  Longfleet  and  4  in  Public  Institutions. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  has  been  exactly  the  same  during  the  past  year  as  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  zymotic  diseases. 
Any  measure  which  tends  to  stop  the  ravages  of  this  far-reaching  disease  ought  to  be  welcomed  and  supported  by  the  public. 

Nuisances. — Owing  to  complaints  being  received,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  visited  the  three  fried  fish  shops.  Two  were  found  to 
have  the  latest  pattern  of  stoves,  one  was  found  dirty,  and  notice  was  served  to  carry  out  the  alterations  found  necessary. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Elford,  Borough  Surveyor,  for  the  following  account  of  plans  of  buildings  passed  during  the  year,  and  also  of  the 
present  state  of  the  sewerage  and  salt  water  pumping  system. 

Building  Developments  at  Poole. — Perhaps  nothing  has  been  more  marked  in  the  Borough  of  Poole  during  the  past  year  (and  more 
particularly  the  earlier  months)  than  the  building  developments.  The  growth  of  Heckford  Park  has  considerably  added  to  the  rateable  value 
of  Longfleet,  and  at  Parkstone  the  builders  have  proceeded  apace. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  F.lford)  has  reported  to  the  Town  Council  as  follows : — During  the  year  1904,  241  sets  of  plans  were  con¬ 
sidered  by  you.°  Plans  for  209  dwelling-houses  and  85  buildings  other  than  dwelling-houses  were  approved,  and  57  dwelling-houses  dis¬ 
approved.  113  new  dwelling-houses  have  been  erected  (plans  of  which  were  approved  prior  to  1904)  and  95  houses  (plans  of  which  have  been 
approved  during  1904),  making  a  total  of  208  new  dwelling-houses  erected  and  completed  during  the  year,  nearly  all  of  which  are  occupied. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  52  dwelling-houses  in  course  of  erection.  Plans  of  four  new  roads,  with  a  total  length  of  1,217  yards,  have 
been  approved  during  the  year. 

Salt  Water  Pumping  at  Poole.— At  Poole  there  has  been  work  in  operation  for  about  a  twelvemonth,  with  sewage  and  salt  water  pumping 
machinery.  It  will  be  recollected  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  debate  as  to  converting  the  erection  at  Constitution  Hill  into  a  lofty  tower, 
partly  for  spectacular  purposes,  the  view  obtainable  being  such  a  magnificent  one,  but  this  was  abandoned,  and  it  is  a  reservoir  tank  only. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  furnished  the  Town  Council  with  the  following  information  for  the  eleven  months  ended  December  31st  last : — 

The  total  working  expenses  in  connection  with  both  sets  of  machinery  were  £795,  which  includes  the  working  of  the  hydro-pneumatic 
ejectors,  near  the  Hamworthy  Bridge,  and  Adams’  sewage  lift  at  Bird  s  Hill. 

The  total  volume  of  sewage  of  the  whole  of  St.  James  and  the  lower  portion  of  Longfleet  which  gravitates  to  the  pumping  station  and  is 
there  lifted  to  the  high  level  sewer  at  Seldown,  for  the  period  named,  was  7,582,760  gallons,  at  a  cost  of  £693  18s.,  or  at  the  rate  of  ^d.  per 
thousand  gallons ;  some  portion  of  this  has  to  be  first  lifted  by  the  ejectors  by  air  compressed  at  the  pumping  station. 

The  sewage  lift  situate  at  Bird’s  Hill  raises  the  sewage  to  a  higher  level  by  means  of  salt  water,  it  being  computed  that  an  equal  volume 
of  water  being  required  as  sewage  to  be  lifted.  The  water,  after  being  used  for  the  lifting  process,  is  utilized  for  the  flushing  of  the 
gravitating  main  of  that  neighbourhood.  The  total  volume  of  salt  water  used  for  the  eleven  months  was  13,892,520  gallons,  the  working  cost 
of  same  being  £101  os.  lid.,  or  If d.  per  thousand  gallons.  About  one-tenth  of  the  volume  named  was  used  for  road  watering. 

The  largest  consumption  of  salt  water  was  during  the  month  of  June,  when  the  average  was  52,000  gallons  per  day.  The  largest  quantity 
of  sewage  dealt  with  was  in  December,  when  the  daily  average  was  192,877  gallons,  equal  to  about  20  gallons  per  day  per  head  of  population 
in  the  pumping  area. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  80  inhabited  bouses  not  connected  to  the  sewers  in  addition  to  the  houses  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove 
under  the  artizans’  dwelling  scheme.  When  these  are  connected  there  will  be  an  addition  of  about  5  per  cent,  more  sewage  to  be  lifted. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  both  the  sewage  and  salt  water  system  are  working  well  and  giving  every  satisfaction. 

Houtinq  of  the  Working  Classes  Act— A  plan  approved  by  your  Council  is  now  awaiting  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
the  demolition  of  some  of  the  slum  property  at  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and  the  building  of  new  cottages  for  the  working  classes. 

Factorq  and  Workshops  Act—  Systematic  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  of  the  workshops  ;  70  inspections 
were  made  and  in  5  cases  the  sanitary  accommodations  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  or  defective.  These  were  remedied. 

Common  Lodging  Houses—  These,  two  in  number,  but  belonging  to  the  same  tenant,  were  visited  and  found  to  be  kept  clean,  and  in  much 
better  order  than 'last  year.  Both  have  been  drained  into  the  public  sewer,  and  water  closets  provided  in  place  of  the  old  vaults. 

Disinfection.— 1  desire  again  to  bring  before  your  Council  the  necessity  of  having  a  disinfecting  station,  where  large  articles,  such  as 
bedding,  Ac.,  may  be  effectually  disinfected  after  infectious  cases. 

Ambulance  —A  new  brougham  ambulance  fitted  with  india-rubber  tyres  has  been  purchased  by  your  Council  at  a  cost  of  £90.  The 
doors  onen  at  the  back  and  the  bed.  which  is  provided  with  a  spring  mattress,  can  be  lifted  in  and  out.  This  is  a  great  inprovement  over 
the  old  ambulance,  as  severe  cases  can  now  be  taken  anyvyhere  in  a  lying  position.  Your  council  has  sanctioned  that  the  ambulance  may  be 
u»ed  (for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  diseases  only)  within  the  district. 
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In  souformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have  made  frequent  inspections  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
district. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  very  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  junior, 
A.S.I.,  who  always  perforins  his  duties  with  great  tact,  thoroughness  and  courtesy. 


Poole  Port  Sanitary  Authority.— Mr.  G.  H.  Carrington. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  as  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1904. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  that  no  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  notified  amongst  the  seamen.  The  seamen,  both 
English  and  Foreign,  have  been  iu  a  healthy  condition,  and  the  ships  have  generallv  been  in  a  clean  state,  with  better  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  as  having  occurred  :  — Male,  46  years,  found  drowned  (Inquest) ;  Male,  58  years,  unknown,  found  drowned. 
The  same  inspections  of  vessels  by  the  Harbour  Authorities,  Board  of  Trade  aud  Customs  Officials,  have  been  made  as  in  previous  years. 
The  number  of  vessels  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officials  was  41,  aud  were  thus  classed — 

English.  Foreign. 

Clean  . .  . .  23  . .  . .  8 

Fair  . .  . .  9  . .  . .  1 

The  completion  of  the  Quay  Wall  during  the  year  is  a  great  improvement  from  a  health  point  of  view,  as  hundreds  of  tons  of  sludge 
under  the  old  staging  have  been  dredged  up,  and  carried  out  to  sea. 


Portland-— Mr.  T.  Howard. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  district  is  2,897  acres. 

Population. — This  was  15,262  at  the  census  of  1901,  I  have  estimated  the  population  to  the  middle  of  1904  to  be  13,500. 


Vital  Statistics, — In  order  to  facilitate  comparison  I  here  give  the  different  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1904  , — 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

Deaths  from 

Infant  Mortality.  Annual 

Births. 

Deaths  from 

Seven  Chief 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under 

all  Causes. 

Epidemic  Diseases. 

1  year  p*r  10C0  Births. 

England  and  Wales 

27.9 

16.2 

1.94 

146 

Rural  England  and  Wales 

26.8 

15.3 

1.28 

125 

76  Great  Towns 

29.1 

17.2 

2.49 

160 

142  Smaller  Towns 

27.5 

15.6 

2.02 

154 

Births. — The  Births  for  the  year  were  as  follows . 

— 

1904. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

January 

14 

13 

27 

February 

10 

15 

25 

March 

11 

. .  15 

26 

April 

13 

12 

25 

May 

15 

9 

24 

June 

14 

14 

28 

July 

11 

16 

27 

August 

12 

16 

28 

September 

16 

8 

24 

October 

13 

9 

22 

November 

12 

9 

20 

December 

12 

9 

21 

Totals 

153 

144 

297 

This  represented  a  birth-rate  of 

22  per  1,000  inhabitants.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  10 

years  is  2317.  There  was  a  decrease 

births  as  compared  with  1903. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  in  1904  were  distributed  as  follows  : 

January 

10 

February 

14 

March 

15 

April 

11 

May 

9 

June 

8 

July 

7 

August 

13 

September 

10 

October 

11 

November 

17 

December 

10 

Total 


135 
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This  represented  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of  10  per  1,000. 

Prom  the  whole  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  daring  the  year,  must  be  subtracted  seven  doaths  of  patients  in  Public 
Institutions  in  the  district  who  were  non-residents,  and  to  it  must  be  added  four  deaths  of  Portland  people  which  occurred  in  Public 
Institutions  outside  the  district  ;  for  information  respecting  these  latter  deaths  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Jones,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
Weymouth. 

The  corrected  death  rate  for  1904  then  becomes  9'7  per  1,000.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  10  years  is  12-1  per  1,000,  and  that  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1904  is  16-2  per  1,000. 

Some  of  the  deaths  which  are  included  in  the  returns  and  on  which  the  death  rate  is  calculated  do  not  belong  to  the  district,  for  ex¬ 
ample  .• — The  body  of  an  unknown  man  found  on  the  Chesil  beach  ;  the  child  of  a  travelling  showman  which  died  at  Portland  ;  a  Naval 
Officer  accidentally  drowned.  It  is  not  permissible  to  make  corrections  for  these  deitlis. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows :  - 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Epidemic  Influenza  . . 

Diarrhoea 
Puerperal  Fever 
Septic  Diseases 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Bronchitis  . . 

Pneumonia 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition. . 
Heart  Disease 
Accidents  . . 

Suicide 
Apoplexy  . . 

Diabetes 

Senility 

All  other  causes 


Cases. 

1 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
9 
3 
c 

l* 

6 

1 

2 

18 

1 

18 

15 

1 

6 

2 

5 

28 


The  Age  Distribution  of  the  Deaths  was  as  follows  : — 

Under  1  year 
1  year  and  under  5  years 
5  years  „  „  15  „ 

15  ,,  ,,  .,  25  ,, 

25  ,  '  „  ,»  flu  ,, 

65  years  and  upwards 


Total  . .  132 


Deaths. 

38 

4 

3 

17 

46 

24 


Total  . .  132 


The  Natural  Increase  of  Population. — This  means  an  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  and  amounts  to  102  (or  1904. 


Average  Age  at  Death.— The  average  age  at  death  is  33  years  for  the  whole  district.  In  1903  it  was  40  years.  The  difference  is 
accounted  for  by  the  increased  infant  mortality. 

Zymotic  Death  Hate.— This  is  calculated  upon  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Small  pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Fever — (Typhus,  Enteric,  aud  Continued).  During  the  year  1904,  there  were  six  deaths,  distributed  as  follows  :  three  to 
Diphthena,  one  to  Scarlet  Fever,  one  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  one  to  Diarrhoea.  The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  therefore  -44  per  1,000 
inhabitants’.  In  1903  it  was  -142.  In  England  and  Wales  it  was  1-94  for  the  year. 


Infant  Mortality.  —This  means  the  number  of  children  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year,  out  of  every  thousand  births  registered  during 
the  year.  There  were  38  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  during  the  year  1904,  which  gave  an  infantile  death  rate  of  127-9  per  1,000 
registered  births.  In  1903  the  corresponding  rate  was  62  9.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  infantile  death  rate  is  roughly  twice  as  high 
as  it  was  last  year,  though  that  does  not  arise  from  apparently  preventable  causes,  as  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  deaths,  18  out  of  39  were 
returned  as  due  to’ premature  birth.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  10  years  is  123  5,  whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  is  146. 

Prevalence  of  Diseases.  Notification.— The  notifications  were  as  follows:  — 


Diphtheria  . . 
Erysipelas. . 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 


Cases. 

5 

9 

32 

1 

1 


Total 


48 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Portland  (Urban)  continued. 


Diphtheria.—  One  case  in  August,  four  cases  in  November,—  tlnee  deaths.  In  August  and  September  I  had  several  patients  in  the  Under¬ 
hill  district  suffering  from  sore  throat,  and  as  it  seemed  oi  a  doubtful  character,  1  bad  a  bacteiiological  examination  made,  but  the  Diphtheria 
bacillus  was  not  found.  I  can  offer  no  suggestion  as  to  the  origin  of  the  four  cases  in  November.  In  none  of  the  cases  was  defective  drain¬ 
age  discovered. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Seven  cases  in  January,  three  in  February,  two  in  July,  13  in  October,  one  in  November,  and  five  in  December.  On 
October  5th  I  was  informed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  that  he  had  noticed  some  children  at  67,  Grove  Road,  whose  hands  were  peeling. 
I  promptly  visited  the  house  and  found  three  children  recovering  from  scarlet  fever,  one  of  whom  had  been  attending  school.  The  parents 
were  apparently  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  disease.  I  next  visited  the  Grove  Schools,  where  the  child  had  been  attending,  and  examined 
all  the  scholars,  hut  could  find  no  other  case.  I  advised  the  teachers  to  exclude  any  suspicions  case,  and  to  keep  me  informed  of  their 
actions.  On  the  13th  I  was  informed  by  the  schoolmistress  that  two  children  were  excluded  in  consequence  of  suspicious  symptoms  These 
children  were  visited  on  the  14th,  and  found  to  be  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  Other  cases  were  soon  after  notified,  making  in  all  a  total  of 
13  cases. 

In  consideration  of  these  facts  I  advised  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  necessity  of  closing  the  school  for  a  few  days  in  order  to  allow  it 
to  be  thoroughly  disinfected.  This  action  was  fully  justified  by  results,  as  no  further  cases  occurred  for  five  weeks  after  disinfection  of  the 
school.  At  the  end  of  November  and  the  beginning  of  December,  six  cases  were  notified,  whose  origin  I  was  able  to  trace  to  contacts  outside 
our  district,  and  in  no  way  connected  with  the  school.  All  the  cases  were  practically  confined  to  the  Grove  district.  On  the  whole  the  dis¬ 
ease  was  of  an  extremely  mild  type,  only  cne  death  resulting. 

Enteric  Fever,  —  On  the  23rd  February  I  was  called  to  see  a  patient  on  board  the  Yacht  ‘'Erne,”  complaining  of  severe  pains  iu  the 
side  and  cough.  On  examination  I  found  him  to  be  suffering  from  Pneumonia.  I  had  the  unfortunate  lad  removed  to  a  private  house  in 
Castletown  as  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  remain  ou  board.  On  the  27th  1  noticed  well-marked  typhoid  spots.  The  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  was  communicated  with,  and  the  boy  was  removed  to  their  Hospital  on  the  29th,  where  he  died  in  a  few  days.  It  was  one  of  those 
cases  described  by  Professor  Osier  in  these  words — I  have  brought  such  a  case  before  the  class  one  week  as  typical  Pneumonia  and  a  fort¬ 
night  later  shown  the  same  case  as  undoubtedly  one  of  typhoid  fever.” 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case,  which  terminated  fatally.  An  inquest  was  held  and  the  midwife  censured. 

Influenza  and  Mumps  were  prevalent  throughout  the  Island  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tubercular  Diseasrs.  —During  the  year  1904  there  were  twelve  deaths  registered  as  due  to  the  various  forms  of  tubercular  disease,  of  these 
nine  were  due  to  Phthisis  (Pulmonary  tuberculosis),  and  three  to  other  tubercular  diseases.  This  gives  us  a  death-rate  as  low  as  -66  per  1,000  for 
phthisis  alone,  and  '88  per  1,000  for  all  tubercular  diseases,  including  phthisis. 

In  every  case  where  death  has  been  reported  to  me  as  occurring  from  phthisis  I  have  offered  free  disinfection,  but  in  several  cases  it  has 
been  refused,  and  very  few  appear  to  readily  accept  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  was  asked  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  make  a  special  report  as  to  the  prevalence  of  ringworm  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  found  it  was  confined  to  the  infant  departments,  and  due  to  causes  which  have  since  been  to  some  extent  remedied. 
To  show  the  want  of  knowledge  there  is  of  diseases  of  this  nature  I  may  mention  that  several  of  the  children’s  parents  seriously  informed 
me  that  they  thought  ringworm  and  eczema  of  the  head,  resulting  from  lice,  diseases  of  the  Spring  and  Autumn.  I  have  since  that  report, 
paid  several  visits  to  the  Schools  and  I  have  teen  forcibly  struck  with  the  frequency  with  which  Infectious  Diseases,  as  well  as  Ringworm  and 
Itch,  are  confined  to  our  Infant  departments  ;  for  instance,  in  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  this  year,  17  out  of  the  32  cases  are  under  five, 
and  22  cases  out  of  the  32,  I  find,  are  between  the  ages  of  three  and  seven  years  :  that  is  roughly,  70  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred 
amongst  the  children  who  would  attend  the  Infant  departments  of  our  schools.  It  is,  moreover,  a  well-known  fact  that  nearly  all  the  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases  of  Measles,  and  about  one-fourth  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria,  occur  in  children  under 
five  years,  so  that  it  would  appear  that  the  Infant  departments  of  our  Schools  wield  a  potent  influence  for  evil  in  the  spread  of  Infectious 
disease.  There  are  at  present  181  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  attending  the  various  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Island  under  con¬ 
ditions  far  from  favourable  to  health.  On  my  visits  to  the  schools  I  have  usually  found  the  children  in  the  Iufant  departments  huddled 
together,  the  rooms  badly  ventilated,  and  in  some  instances  heated  by  gas  stoves  without  flues  ;  some  of  the  children  were  clean,  some  were 
not,  and  as  there  is  no  lavatory  accommodation  where  the  hands  and  faces  of  the  children  can  be  washed,  the  careful  parent  finds  his 
children  suffering  for  the  sins  of  the  careless.  I  should  like  here  to  call  your  attention  to  the  lavatory  accommodation  I  found  in  our 
schools. 


St.  George's,  Refornc. — 353  Children — No  lavatory  accommodation. 

Easton  Schools. — 322  Children— Iu  the  infant  department  there  are  110  children.  In  an  adjacent  sink  the  children  wash  their  hands. 
One  roller  towel  is  supplied  which  is  changed  once  a  fortnight.  The  other  departments  of  the  school  are  catered  for  by  an  ornamental 
washing  basin  without  a  water  supply  or  a  waste. 

Grove  Schools. — 269  Children — No  Lavatory  accommodation. 

St.  John's  Schools. — 462  Children — One  basin  for  180  girls  and  one  roller  towel  changed  once  a  week.  No  lavatory  accommodation  for 
the  other  department. 

Wesleyan  School,  Forluneswcll.— 212  Children — No  lavatory  accommodation. 

I  think  it  deplorable  that  children  under  five  years  of  age  should  be  permitted  to  attend  school.  Their  educational  advantages  would 
have  to  be  very  great  indeed  if  they  could  make  up  for  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  children  as  well  as  the  danger  to  the  public 
health.  Personally,  I  can  see  no  advantage  whatever  (and  this  view  is  supported  by  many  teachers)  except  that  the  parents  get  rid  of  then- 
children  for  hours  each  day.  If  these  young  children  continue  to  be  received  at  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  the  conditions  should  be 
considerably  improved.  Each  infant  department  should  be  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water,  the  rooms  for  their  accommodation  should  be 
well  ventilated,  and  a  large  airy  room  should  be  attached  for  play  in  wet  weather.  The  school  hours  should  also  be  shortened. 

Rainfall. — There  seems  to  be  a  considerable  variation  in  the  Rainfall  as  taken  in  different  parts  of  the  Island.  I  therefore  propose  to 
give  the  results  from  the  Meteorological  Station,  High  Lighthouse  ;  “Rosslyn,”  Spring  Gardens;  and  the  Admiralty  Breakwater. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Portland  (Urban)  continued. 


High 

Admiralty 

Lighthouse. 

“  Rosslyn  ” 

Breakwater 

(Inches). 

(Inches). 

(Inches.) 

January 

3.50 

1.56 

3.75 

February 

4.47 

2.82 

5.62 

March 

1.14 

1.12 

1.10 

April 

1.30 

.66 

1.17 

May 

2.24 

2.43 

2.83 

June 

0.83 

.88 

.95 

J  uly 

2.92 

2.43 

3.14 

August  . . 

3.67 

3.85 

3.52 

September 

1.54 

1.80 

1.89 

October 

2.81 

2.69 

2.88 

November 

1.12 

.97 

1.54 

December 

2.76 

3.73 

2.98 

Total  Amount  of  Rainfall  28.30 

24.79 

31.37 

Total  Wet  Days 

187 

115 

159 

For  these  figures  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Batten,  Meteorological  Station,  Portland  High  Lighthouse  ;  the  Rev.  W.  R.  M.  Waugh,  F.R.A.S., 
“  Rosslyn,”  Spring  Gardens  ;  and  C.  Millard,  Esq.,  Superintending  Civil  Engineer,  H.M.  Breakwater,  Portland. 

Water  Supply. — We  have  had  a  constant  water  supply  up  to  the  end  of  the  Autumn  after  which  time  the  water  had  to  be  shut  off  at 
night  as  the  Upper  Well  was  only  yielding  half  the  quantity  of  water  it  was  yielding  at  the  same  time  last  year.  The  reasons  for  this 
diminished  quantity  of  water  in  the  Upper  Well  are  (1)  our  supply  of  water  is  intimately  connected  with  the  rainfall,  and  this  year  has  been 
an  exceptionally  dry  one  if  the  months  of  January  and  February  are  excluded  (the  rainfall  as  taken  by  Mr.  Henshaw,  at  Upwey,  was  30-42 
inches  for  the  whole  year,  nearly  one-third  of  which  fell  in  January  and  February  ;  (2)  an  increased  consumption  of  32,000  gallons  per  day. 

An  intermittent  supply  of  water  is  attended  by  many  risks  and  disadvantages,  for  instance,  coal  gas,  sewer  gases,  and  liquid  filth,  may 
be  drawn  into  the  mains  and  service  pipes  when  empty,  and  apart  from  this,  the  alternate  contact  of  air  and  water  tends  to  corrode  the  pipes 
and  promotes  the  absorption  of  lead.  In  the  event  of  a  fire,  it  would  be  a  very  great  disadvantage.  It  gives  me  very  much  pleasure  to  state 
that  this  serious  condition  of  affairs  has  been  courageously  faced  by  the  Sanitary  Commitcee  and  that  they  are  now  considering  the 
advisability  of  immediately  sinking  another  well. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  new  drainage  system  has  been  working  satisfactorily  except  at  Castletown,  where  the  Adam’s  Lift  has 
been  overpowered  by  the  increasing  volume  of  sewage.  The  Surveyor  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
drainage  system  at  Castletown.  As  several  other  large  buildings  will  shortly  be  draining  into  the  Lift,  the  present  state  of  affairs  will  be 
greatly  aggravated.  This  subject  is  an  urgent  one,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tne  existing  condition  of  things  will  soon  be  remedied.  On 
two  occasions  during  August  and  September  low  lying  parts  of  the  district  have  been  Hooded  during  exceptionally  heavy  rains.  At  Chesilton 
the  two-feet  barrel  drain  which  discharges  into  the  Mere  proved  inadequate  for  dealing  with  the  large  volume  of  storm  water,  and  in  some 
cases  the  houses  were  flooded  to  the  extent  of  two  to  three  feet.  The  Surveyor  has  prepared  and  submitted  plans  to  the  Council  for  construc- 
ing  a  new  storm-water  outfall  for  a  large  portion  of  the  Underhill  District.  This  will  relieve  the  existing  drain  very  considerably  and  will 
prevent  any  repetition  of  the  flooding. 

Flushing  of  Sewers. — This  is  accomplished  by  means  of  Hydrants  fixed  near  the  head  of  the  sewers,  which  are  usually  flushed  once  a 
month. 

Southwell. — The  village  of  Southwell  is  still  without  a  drainage  system,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  completed  before  the  end 
of  1905. 

Many  complaints  have  been  received  from  Southwell  as  to  the  deposit  of  house  slops  in  the  gutters,  and  the  overflowing  of  cesspools.  The 
frequent  emptying  of  the  latter  must  entail  a  considerable  amount  of  expense  to  the  Council. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — The  Council  adopt  a  weekly  system  of  collection  of  house  refuse,  and  also  undertake  the 
removal  of  night  soil.  During  the  year  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  householders  to  assist  the  Council  by  making  use  of  proper  covered  ash 
bins,  instead  of  the  miscellaneous  assortment  of  receptacles  usually  employed.  A  large  number  have  responded  to  this,  and  so  contributed 
very  materially  to  the  tidy  appearance  of  the  streets  during  the  hours  of  collection. 

The  refuse,  when  collected,  is  tipped  into  a  quarry  at  Wide  Street,  about  250  yards  from  the  highway,  but  as  I  stated  in  my  last  report, 
the  necessity  for  a  Refuse  Destructor  becomes  more  apparent  as  the  years  go  on.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  for  all  concerned, 
and  speaks  well  for  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  that  during  the  year  not  one  complaint  was  received  with  regard  to  the  scavenging. 

Isolation  Hospital. —By  an  arrangement  with  the  Weymouth  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  our  Infectious  cases  can  be  isolated  at  their 
Hospital  at  Wyke,  but  I  think  it  highly  desirable,  as  I  have  stated  in  my  last  report,  that  we  should  have  an  Isolation  Hospital  of  our  own. 

Means  of  Disinfection. — Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  agent  used  has  been 
Formic  Aldehyde  Gas  evolved  by  a  special  lamp.  In  every  case  the  floors,  walls,  and  furniture  have  been  washed  with  Carbolic  Acid 
Solution,  the  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  have  been  sprayed  with  Formalin.  We  have  as  yet,  no  disinfecting  apparatus  for  the  treatment  of  in¬ 
fected  bedding  and  clothing,  but  I  hope  that  during  the  year  1935,  a  steam  disinfector  will  be  bought  and  maintained  by  the  Council. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — During  the  year  several  of  the  older  houses  have  bean  reconstructed  and  repaired.  One  case  of  over¬ 
crowding  has  been  dealt  with.  On  no  occasion  have  I  found  it  necessary  to  close  any  house  as  unfit  for  haoitatinn.  As  a  rule  there  is 
plenty  of  air  space  about  the  houses,  and  there  are  very  few  back  to  back  houses  in  the  district.  Generally  speaking,  the  advent  of  the 
water  supply  and  drainage  (which  usually  includes  the  cementing  of  the  back  yards)  has  wrought  a  wonderful  change  in  the  condition* 
under  which  the  people  live. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops.  —There  are  at  present  26  Dairymen  and  Cowkeepers  on  the  Register.  The  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  is 
gradually  improving,  13  out  of  the  above  number  having  now  been  put  into  good  order.  The  work  of  improvement  in  this  direction  is 
necessarily  somewhat  slow,  but  I  trust  that  within  the  next  year  every  cowshed  in  the  district  wi.l  be  put  into  first-rate  order.  I  think  this  is 
very  much  to  be  desired,  as  too  many  precautions  cannot  be  taken  where  milk  is  concerned. 

I  have  visited  the  shops  where  milk  is  sold.  In  all  of  them  only  a  small  quantity  of  milk  is  kept  to  oblige  customers  and  that  under 
fairly  clean  conditions. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Portland  (Urban)  continued. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  now  only  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  Island,  one  having  been  discontinued  for  some  time.  Both  of  them  have 
been  inspected  several  times  during  the  year  and  are  in  good  order.  On  one  occasion  a  quantity  of  refuse  was  found  on  the  premises,  but  on 
the  owner’s  attention  being  oalled  to  it  the  nuisance  was  at  once  abated. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. — These  are  four  in  number  and  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  They  are  kept  in  good  condition,  the  utensils 
being  clean,  and  no  complaint  has  been  received  from  the  neighbours.  In  one  instance  the  drainage  was  found  on  examination  to  be  defective, 
but  the  owner’s  attention  being  called  to  the  matter  it  w'as  immediately  rectified. 

Common  Lodging-houses.  -There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses  within  the  district. 

Licensed  Premises. — These  number  42,  and  all  have  been  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year.  They  are  now  in  good  sanitary  con¬ 
dition,  the  owners,  in  all  cases,  having  shown  themscdves  perfectly  willing  to  carry  out  any  suggested  improvement. 

Nuisances.—  These  were  dealt  with  generally  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  my  assistance  having  been  sought  on  several  occasions 
requiring  united  action. 

Unsound  Food.—  In  no  instance  was  I  called  upon  to  condemn  any  article  of  food  during  the  year. 

Ice  Cream  Shop. — There  is  one  Ice  Cream  Shop  in  Augusta  Road.  This  was  visited  and  inspected  during  the  past  summer,  and  the 
premises  and  utensils  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act.—  The  Factory  aDd  Workshop  Act,  1901,  makes  the  Council  responsible  for  the  regular  supervision  of  all 
Workshops  and  Workplaces,  that  i.-  ;o  say  any  place  in  the  district  in  which  work  is  carried  on  for  gain,  not  being  a  Factory,  is  now  undsr 
the  control  of  the  Council.  There  aie  at  present  58  Workshops  on  the  Register,  made  up  as  follows: — 


Dress  and  Mantle  Makers  . .  . .  . .  14 

Bakeries  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Carpenters  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Huiidressers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 

Blacksmiths  and  Farriers  . .  . .  . .  4 

Plumbers  and  Painters  ..  ...  ..  ..  4 

Tailors  and  Naval  Uniform  Makers  ..  ..  2 

Monumental  Masons  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Lime  Burners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Milliners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Boat  Builder  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


These  have  been  visited  periodically  throughout  the  year.  In  a  few  instances  breaches  of  the  Act  have  been  discovered,  but  all  have 
been  satisfactorily  remedied  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  Defects  were  discovered  in  several  instances,  but  all  were  satisfactorily 
remedied  on  the  owners’  attention  being  called  to  them.  There  are  two  under-ground  bakehouses  in  the  district.  The  Sanitary  Committee 
have  granted  a  certificate  as  to  suitability  for  one  of  these.  In  the  other  case,  the  Committee  have  allowed  the  use  of  the  under-ground 
bakehouse  for  about  nine  months  ou  the  understanding  that  the  owner,  after  that  period,  provided  an  above-ground  bakehouse,  which  is  now 
in  the  course  of  erection,  and  will  conform  to  every  modern  requirement. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have  made  systematic  inspections  of  the  various  parts  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  have  made  myself  acquainted,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  conditions  operating  upon  the  public  health  of  the  Island. 

T  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  very  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  G.  H.  Smith,  who  continues  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  his  office,  with  tact,  thoroughness,  and  courtesy. 


Shaftesbury.— Mr.  J.  Duncan  Walker. 

Area  of  District. — 100  acres. 

Population. — 1901  Census,  2027.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of  year  2215. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  in  the  Urban  District  was  35,  a  decrease  of  1  on  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  15-8  per 
1000  of  the  population,  the  lowest  again  for  over  ten  years.  The  number  for  the  preceding  ten  years  were  :  — 


1903  . . 

36 

1898 

. .  53 

1902  . . 

53 

1897 

..  41 

1901  . . 

42 

1896 

..  56 

1900  .. 

37 

1895 

..  49 

1899  . . 

45 

1894 

..  51 

Deaths.-  -The  total  number  of  deaths  occuiring  in  the  Urban  District  was  27,  a  decrease  of  1  on  the  previous  year  which  was  the  lowest 
for  over  ten  \  ears.  This  gives  a  dn  iti-rate  of  12-14  per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  15-92,  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 
Of  these  deaths  7  occurred  in  the  Co:tage  Hospital;  4  of  which  were  persons  not  belonging  to  the  District. 

Deducting  these  4  deaths  as  not  belonging  to  the  District  would  give  a  death-rate  for  the  District  of  10-38;  a  very  low  one.  The  number 
of  deaths  for  the  preceding  ten  yeai  s  was  ;  — 


1903  .. 

28 

1898 

..  38 

1902  . . 

41 

1897 

..  37 

1901  .. 

41 

1896 

..  30 

1900  . . 

31 

1895 

..  25 

1899  . . 

29 

1894 

. .  45 

19 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Shaftesbury  (Urban)  continued. 

The  deaths  registered  for  the  various  months  of  1904  were  as  follows  : 

January  . .  6 

February  . .  3 

March  . .  1 

April  . .  . ,  0 

May  . .  . .  5 

June  ..  ..  2 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 

Influenza 

Tubercular  Disease  . . 

Cancer  . . 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents 
Poisoning 
All  other  causes 


The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  is  as  follows  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age  . . 

1  year  and  under  5 
5  years  and  under  15  . . 

15  years  and  under  25 
25  years  and  under  65 
65  years  and  upwards 

The  lowest  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  16  years. 

The  Infantile  Mortality,  that  is  children  dying  under  1  year,  has  been  nil  as  compared  with  106T4,  the  average  rate  per  1000  births 
registered  for  the  years  1893  to  1902. 

The  average  age  at  death  is  6081  years. 

Inquests  were  necessary  in  8  cases  during  the  year. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — These  have  been  exceedingly  low  during  the  year  in  the  Urban  District ;  only  3  cases  having  been  notified  viz : — 

Diphtheria  . .  1 

Erysipelas  . .  2 

In  neither  of  these  cases  did  death  take  place. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  has  been  constant  and  excellent  in  quality  throughout  the  year.  It  is  obtained  from  wells  and  stored 
in  a  reservoir  on  Little  Down,  above  the  town. 

Drainage. — On  the  Irrigation  system,  and  is  carried  to  a  farm  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  has  been  working  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year.  A  few  cesspools  still  exist,  especially  in  St.  James. 

Nuisances. — A  number  of  nuisances  have  been  attended  to  and  abated  during  the  year. 

Schools,  <&c. — The  National  Schools,  Lodging  House  on  Gold  Hill  and  workshops  have  been  visited  throughout  the  year  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses. — The  under-ground  Bakehouse  on  the  Commons  has  been  before  the  Corporation  and  is  being  attended 
to.  The  others  have  generally  been  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

General  Remarks. — From  my  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Health  of  the  Urban  District  and  its  general  sanitary  condition  throughout 
the  year  has  been  most  satisfactory.  The  death-rate  as  shown  is  only  12-14  as  compared  with  15  92  per  1000  of  the  population,  the  average 
for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  town  has  also  been  remarkably  free  from  all  forms  of  Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases. 


July  .. 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1 

0 

3 

2 

3 

2 


1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

10 


Total 


27 


none 

none 

none 

1 

12 

14 


Sherborne.— Mr.  Horace  Nutt. 

Area  of  District,  929  Acres. 

Population  1901,  5,760.  Estimated  population  to  middle  of  1904,  6,002. 
Deaths  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

1st  Quarter  . . 

16 

•  • 

12 

.  . 

28 

2nd  ,, 

9 

•  . 

7 

a  • 

16 

3rd  ,, 

15 

,  , 

4 

.  , 

19 

4th  „ 

17 

8 

•• 

25 

Totals 

57 

31 

88 

M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Sherborne  (Urban)  continued. 

Deaths  occur  lino  in  Institutions  : — 

1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

Yeatman  Hospital 

1 

1 

5 

2 

9 

St.  John’s  Alms  House  . . 

.  .  • 

.  . 

< « 

• . 

The  Union  Work-house. . 

3 

1 

2 

7 

13 

Totals 

4 

2 

7 

9 

22 

Deaths  of  Persons  not  belonging  to  this  District  : — 

1st  Quarter  2— 2nd  Quarter  5 — 3rd 

Quarter  4— 

4th  Quarter  5— 

-Total  16. 

Ages  at  which  Death  occurred  : — 

1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

Under  1  year 

5 

3 

4 

6 

18 

1  Year  and  under  5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5  ,,  ,,  15  .  • 

0 

1 

I 

I 

3 

15  „  „  25  .. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

25  ,,  ,,  65 

9 

5 

8 

9 

31 

65  and  upwards 

13 

5 

5 

8 

31 

Totals 

28 

16 

19 

25 

88 

Deaths  of  80  years  of  age  and  upwards. — 1st  Quarter  2. 

2nd  Quarter  1.  3rd  Quarter  0.  4th  Quarter  4.  Total  7. 

The  above  included  one  of  90  years. 


The  average  age  at  which  death  occurred  was  39-4. 

The  general  death-rate  is  14  64  per  1,000.  The  actual  death-rate  is  11-98  per  1,000. 

Nine  Inquisitions  were  taken  within  the  district  during  the  year — of  these  eight  were  males  and  one  female. 

1st  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total. 


Cause  of  Death 

—Bronchitis  &  Pneumonia 

4 

2 

2 

3 

11 

Phthisis 

1 

2 

2 

3 

8 

Cerebral 

4 

2 

0 

3 

9 

Heart  Disease 

5 

0 

1 

5 

11 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer 

1 

0 

4 

0 

5 

Typhoid 

Nil 

Diarrhoea 

#  # 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Measles 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Accident 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Old  Age  and  General  Causes  10 

10 

9 

9 

38 

Total 

•  • 

28 

16 

19 

25 

88 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter 

• 

Total. 

Births .- — Males 

,  . 

15 

22 

15 

20 

72 

Females 

16 

15 

14 

12 

57 

Totals 

31 

37 

29 

32 

129 

The  Birth-rate  is  21-42  per  1,000. 

Notification  of  Infectious 

Diseases  : — 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Total. 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

0 

0 

0 

19 

Measles 

•  •  •  • 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

2 

0 

1 

1 

4 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

.. 

0 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Totals 

32 

2 

1 

2 

37 

I  think  the  above  Vital  Statistics  point  to  the  fact  that  the  year  1904,  as  far  as  the  Sherborne  Urban  District  is  concerned,  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  been  a  healthy  one.  The  death-rate  is  low,  and  the  Zymotic  death-rate  may  practically  be  considered  as  Nil.  There  have 
been  no  deaths  from  fever  of  any  kind.  There  were  only  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  throughout  the  year,  and  three  of  Diphtheria.  In  all 
these  cases  precautionary  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spieadiug  of  disease,  and  disinfection  of  the  houses,  bedding,  <fcc.  was  thoroughly 
carried  out,  with  satisfactory  results,  as  to  the  stamping  out  of  the  disease.  Of  the  three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  two  were  of  children  in  a  mild 
form,  and  were  supposed  to  be  caused  by  a  defective  drain  trap  in  the  precincts  of  the  house,  and  one  that  of  an  adult.  The  disease  was 
contracted  when  at  work  outside  the  district,  and  on  this  point  I  communicated  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  District  where  it  occurred, 
and  it  had  his  attention. 
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The  case  of  Enteric  was  attributable  to  defective  house  drainage  which  has  since  been  rectified.  The  absence  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea 
throughout  the  year,  points  conclusively  to  the  satisfactory  sanitation  of  the  district. 

Of  the  diseases  not  notifiable  as  Cancer  and  Phthisis,  one  has  not  the  opportunity  of  dealing  witli  them,  until  it  is  too  late.  I  would 
especially  rofer  to  Phthisis,  which  is  now  known  to  be  an  iufectious  disease,  and  is  much  spread  by  the  want  of  more  precautionary  measures. 
I  feel  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  if  this  was  included  in  the  notifiable  list;  this  would  also  apply  to  other  diseases,  for 
instance,  Epidemic  Influenza. 

The  Workshop  and  Factory  Acts.— The  workshops  have  been  frequently  visited  by  myself  and  the  Inspector,  and  we  have  had  no  reason 
to  make  complaint.  The  requirements  of  the  Act  appear  to  be  in  all  cases  thoroughly  carried  out,  and  I  feel  there  is  a  readiness  to  eomply 
with  any  suggestion  by  myself  and  the  Inspector. 

Cow-sheds  Milk-shops  and  Dairies.—  These  have  been  periodically  inspected  by  myself  and  the  Inspector,  and  several  improvements  have 
been  effected.  They  are  generally  well  kept,  and  there  has  been  no  opposition  to  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties  in  this  respect,  but  I  feel  that 
there  should  be  more  attention  paid  to  the  bodily  cleanliness  of  the  animals  themselves,  and  to  the  milkers,  who  should  be  thoroughly  clean 
and  healthy.  Milk  is  a  delicate  commodity — it  is  essential  every  care  should  be  taken  to  preveut  its  contamination.  1  consider  it 
would  be  a  vary  good  day,  when  as  much  care  is  taken  of  the  cow-shed  and  the  cow  as  is  now  taken  of  the  stable  and  the  hunter,  which  would 
not  be  in  vain  in  the  prevention  of  disease. 

Housing  Accommodation  for  the  Working-classes. — There  is  a  great  improvement  in  this  respect,  many  new  cottages  have  been  built, 
but  still  there  is  more  room  for  improvement.  During  the  past  year  I  have  not  had  any  marked  case  of  over-crowding  brought  under  my 
notice.  I  still  feel  considering  the  present  rate  of  wages  of  the  agricultural  labourer,  more  and  better  cottages  are  required,  which  could  be 
let  for  3s.  or  3s.  6d.  per  week — they  cannot  afford  4s.  or  4s.  6d. — which  is  the  average  rent  at  present  of  a  working  man’s  cottage  in  Sher¬ 
borne.  I  feel  still,  as  I  have  done  for  many  years,  that  the  working  men  are  the  back-bone  of  this  country,  and  too  much  cannot  be  done  for 
their  health  and  comfort,  and  the  happiness  of  their  families.  I  believe  a  good  sanitary  dwelling-house  may  be  considered  the  key  stone  of 
morality. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses.  —These  have  been  periodically  and  frequently  inspected  and  were  found  to  be  generally  well  kept. 
The  former  are  in  statu  quo  and  as  they  are  well  kept  I  have  no  suggestion  at  present  to  make  ;  but  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
places  of  this  description  or  answering  the  purpose,  will  be  removed  to  outside  the  district,  which  I  could  not  regard  otherwise  than  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health.  With  regard  to  the  latter  (the  bake-houses)  they  are  clean  and  much  better  kept.  Several  new  ones  have  been 
introduced,  and  the  steam  bakery  is  getting  into  vogue  altogether,  which  is  a  very  important  feature.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bake¬ 
houses  is  much  more  in  evidence  than  formerly,  and,  I  believe,  the  owners  now  realize  the  importance  of  this,  and  that  it  is  conducive  to 
the  interest  and  welfare  of  their  trade 

The  Scavenging  and  Cleansing  of  the  Streets. — As  far  as  I  know  this  has  been  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily  carried  out.  I  have  not 
received  any  complaint  on  this  score  during  the  year.  During  the  summer  the  streets  were  kept  well  watered  on  the  Anti-septic  Method, 
which  is  much  appreciated  by  the  general  public,  and  no  doubt  tends  greatly  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  health  during  the  hot  and  close 
weather,  when  diarrhoea  and  similar  diseases  are  so  often  prevalent  in  many  places,  and  which  now  for  years  as  our  record  will  show  we 

have  escaped. 

The  Supply  of  Water. — This  continues  to  be  good  and  abundant. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — There  has  been  no  falling  off  in  the  work  done  in  this  respect.  During  the  year  I  have  frequently  visited  in 
conjunction  with  the  Inspector  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  on  special  occasions,  when  my  services  have  been  required.  All  defects  on 
sewerage  and  drainage,  and  all  nuisances  when  detected,  have  been  remedied  at  once,  without  the  necessity  of  any  legal  prosecution.  I  do 
not  feel  I  need  further  refer  to  this  matter,  as  a  schedule  of  the  work  done  in  this  direction  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  filled  up 
and  will  accompany  this  report,  as  well  as  the  tables  No.  1,  No.  3,  and  No.  4,  which  are  required  by  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  them  and  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

The  Isolation  Hospital. — This  has  been  erected  and  opened  during  the  year,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot  regard  it  as  a  success.  It 
appears  to  bristle  with  difficulties  at  the  present.  It  is  too  far  away  from  the  town,  about  two  miles  from  the  Urban  Offices.  It  is  under 
the  management  of  the  conjoint  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities — already  there  has  been  friction  between  them.  The  plans  showed  provision 
for  12  beds.  I  feel  now  at  the  most  it  can  only  take  six  patients,  and  they  must  be  of  one  sex  and  one  disease;  as  at  present  one  ward  is 
taken  up  by  the  staff,  which  consists  of  one  nurse  and  a  domestic.  I  cannot  regard  the  water  supply  as  satisfactory.  What  appears  to  be 
now  urgently  required,  is  a  cottage  adjoining  for  a  care-taker,  with  accommodation  for  a  nurse,  and  an  extra  ward,  as  a  test-ward,  or  for 
occasional  emergency.  I  have  been  appointed  Medical  Superintendent  at  a  salary  of  £20  per  annum  to  include  the  supply  of  medicine  and 
drugs.  A  very  good  ambulance  has  been  provided. 

General  Remarks. — In  conclusion  I  feel  I  have  to  apologise  for  being  somewhat  late  with  this  report,  which  is  attributable  to  over-pressure 
of  work  and  other  uncontrollable  causes.  It  shall  be  my  endeavour,  in  the  future,  if  I  am  spared,  to  get  the  annual  report  presented  at  your 
February  meeting.  I  feel  I  should  be  greatly  wanting  if  I  did  not  express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness,  courtesy,  and  assistance  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  at  all  times  during  the  year  from  your  Council  and  its  officers,  and  I  should  like  specially  to  commend  the  energy  and  assiduity  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duties  at  all  times,  aud  my  admiration  of  the  tact  displayed  by  him  when  dealing  with 
offenders,  which  is  beneficial  in  every  way  and  very  much  facilitates  the  duties  of  your  Council. 

I  very  much  regret  I  cannot  more  powerfully  and  eloquently  express  and  dilate  upon  the  advantages  and  natural  endowments  from  a 
hygienic  point  of  view  of  this  historic  and  ancient  town.  I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  there  is  an  attempt  about  to  be  made  to  bring  the  town 
with  its  attractions  more  prominently  before  the  world,  and  I  wish  it  all  success  in  its  endeavours;  for  I  am  sure  it  has  only  to  be  wider  aud 
better  known,  for  its  many  great  and  health  advantages,  to  be  more  appreciated  as  a  residential  spot. 


Swanage.-Dr.  A.  McCausland. 

Area. — 2659  Acres. 

Population. — The  population  last  census  (1901)  was  3408,  estimated  population  1904  is  3800,  there  are  now  1016  inhabited  houses  against 

734  in  1901. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  was  89,  a  large  increase  on  last  year  making  a  birth-rate  of  23-4  per  thousand. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  was  37,  the  lowest  since  I  have  been  Medical  Officer,  making  a  death-rate  of  9’7  per  thousand. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — One  death  from  Diphtheria  in  a  child  18  days  old. 
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Infant  Mortality. — Eight  children  died  under  one  year,  four  of  which  were  premature  births,  making  a  death-rate  of  39-8  per  thousand 
births  registered. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  were  some  mild  cases  of  Influenza,  and  during  the  early  winter  we  had 
eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Herston,  the  public  school  was  closed  for  14  days,  these  cases  were  due  to  contact  with  the  original  case  befoie  it 
was  notified  and  not  due  to  water,  milk,  or  the  drains  in  the  locality ;  there  were  also  at  different  times  of  the  year,  six  sporadic  cases  o 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  three  Enteric. 

Water  Supply. — This  has  been  of  excellent  quality,  and  has  been  most  favourably  reported  on  by  the  public  analyst. 

Sewerage.-—  The  Sewerage  of  Swanage  and  Herston  seems  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  there  are  only  very  few  of  flie  old  cottages  which 
have  not  been  connected  with  the  main  drainage. 

Isolation  Hospital. — We  have  no  Isolation  Hospital  at  present,  but  there  is  one  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  Council  6  miles  off,  which 
no  doubt  could  be  utilised  in  an  emergency. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — We  have  no  public  disinfector,  the  houses  where  infectious  disease  occur  are  disinfected  with  Formalin  or 
Sulphur,  and  articles  which  cannot  be  so  disinfected  are  burnt. 

Slaughterhouses.— We  have  two  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Town. 

Bakehouses  and  Dairies. — These  are  frequently  inspected  and  as  a  rule  are  in  quite  a  sanitary  and  cleanly  condition. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— We  have  none  in  the  District. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — We  have  a  few  workshops  which  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition  as  regards  sanitation. 

General  Remarks. — We  have  had  on  the  whole  a  very  healthy  year,  the  death-rate  has  been  the  lowest  on  record  and  the  birth-rate  the 
highest.  We  had  more  sunshine  during  the  year  but  not  so  much  rain  as  in  1903,  and  in  consequence  perhaps  rather  more  cases  of 
Zymotic  disease,  which  however  all  did  well  with  only  one  death. 

Among  the  deaths  we  had  four  cases  of  senile  decay,  four  premature  births  and  two  accidental  deaths. 

The  Dairies  and  Bakehouses  are  kept  clean  and  there  have  only  been  two  complaints  received  about  existing  nuisances  in  the  Town.  1 
append  a  list  of  work  done  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Senior. 


Wareham.-SVIri  K.  J.  Courtenay. 

Area. — The  district  comprises  251  acres. 

Population. — According  to  the  Census  of  1901  was  2,003.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904  was  2,000. 

Deaths.— Including  the  Workhouse  there  have  been  30  deaths,  4  of  which  were  non-residents,  giving  a  death-rate  of  15  per  1000. 

Of  these  deaths 

8  were  from  Heart  Disease 
3  ,,  ,,  Cancer 

1  was  from  Enteritis 
1  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria 

1  ,,  ,,  Bronchitis 

1  ,,  ,,  Accident 

The  rest  were  due  to  general  causes. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  5  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  125  per  1000  births  registered. 

Births. — There  were  40  births,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  20  per  1000. 

Zymotic  Disease. — There  were  2  deaths  from  Zymotio  Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases. — I  have  received  8  Notifications  under  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act,  viz.,  4  from  Scarlet  Fever,  2  to  Enteric  Fever, 

1  to  Continued  Fever,  and  1  to  Diphtheria. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  was  probably  contracted  from  the  surrounding  district.  The  patients  all  recovered. 

One  case  of  Enteric  was  contracted  away  and  the  other  from  foul  water.  The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  in  my  opinion  the  result  of 
unsatisfactory  drainage. 

Water  Supply. — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  works  at  Worgret  should  be  supplying  the  town  by  Midsummer  at  latest.  The  pipes  are 
now  being  laid  down,  and  everything  is  being  done  to  hasten  the  work. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  regular  System  of  drainage  is  carried  on  in  the  town.  Iuprovements  take  place  when  opportunites  occur, 
abolishing  Vault  Privies  and  instituting  the  Earth  System.  I  still  strongly  advise  that  more  flushing  should  be  done,  the  gutters  especially  on 
Sunday  mornings  being  in  a  most  filthy  and  insanitary  condition. 

Several  private  houses  in  the  town  should  pay  more  attention  to  the  regular  emptying  of  their  cesspools,  as  the  overflow  continuously 
runs  into  the  main  gutters,  and  the  smells  emanating  from  them  are  quite  sufficient  to  cause  disease. 

Slaughterhouses,  Bakehouses,  Lodging-houses. — All  are  in  fairly  a  satisfactory  condition. 

General  Remarks.— I  have  made  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  Borough  and  paid  special  visits  when  occasions  have  arisen. 

The  health  of  the  town  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  most  satisfactory.  Now  that  the  water  supply  is  coming  into  the  town  I  hope  the 
prevalence  of  Heart,  Throat,  and  Skin  diseases  will  be  very  much  diminished,  as  in  my  opinion  the  quality  of  the  water  from  the  pump3  has 
unmistakably  been  the  cause.  I  also  suggest  strongly  that  the  gutters  on  Sundays  should  be  thoroughly  flushed  as  the  refuse  from  Saturday  is 
allowed  to  remain  till  Monday  morning  with  bad  results. 

I  trust  the  Corporation  will  take  advantage  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  Oorfe  Road,  so  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease 
when  it  appears. 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  (Urban). 


Weymouth  and  iV!  si  com  be  Regis  -  Dr.  T.  Henry  Jones. 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  during 
1904  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Town  Council,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  thank  again  all  the  Members  of  the  Committee  for  their  unfailing 
support  and  encouragement,  and  to  congratulate  them  upon  a  satisfactory  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  at  the  middle  of  1904  was  20, 500,  distributed 
thus : 

Weymouth  ..  ..  ..  ..  10,486. 

Melcombe  Regis  . .  . .  . .  10,074. 

In  Table  I.  are  given  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  whole  district  for  each  year  from  1896  to  1904.  The  former  boundaries  of  the  borough 
were  extended  in  1895,  consequently  the  statistics  for  the  years  before  1898  would  not  be  comparable  with  those  given  in  this  table. 

In  Table  II.  are  given  the  figures  for  the  separate  localities,  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  for  three  years.  Unfortunately  the  particulars 
necessary  for  construction  of  such  a  table  for  previous  years  are  not  obtainable. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  borough  during  1904  was  496,  of  which  277  were  males,  and  219  females.  They  were 
distributed  thus  : 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Weymouth  ..  ..  182  ..  ..  137  ..  319 

Melcombe  Regis  . .  95  . .  . .  82  . .  177 

This  represented  a  birth-rate  of  24-1  per  1000  inhabitants.  In  1903  the  birth  rate  was  2v9  per  thousand,  and  the  average  rate  for  the 
eight  years  1896 — 1903  was  24-7.  As  will  be  seen  in  Table  I.,  it  has  fluctuated  somewhat  during  the  past  nine  years  ;  this  series  does  not  show 
what  is  very  evident  in  statistics  based  upon  larger  groups  of  population — the  steady  decline  in  the  birth  rate  from  year  to  year  throughout 
the  country.  For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  this  rate  in  1904  was  27'9  per  1000  of  the  population. 

There  are  12  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the  year,  that  is  2-09  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  corresponding  per  centage  in 
1903  was  374. 

Deaths.-— 'The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  borough  during  1904  was  307,  which  represented  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of  14-9 
per  1000  inhabitants.  The  corresponding  rate  for  1903  was  15-3  per  thousand,  and  the  average  uncorrected  death  rate  for  the  eight  years 
1896—1903  was  14-3  per  1000. 

The  uncorrected  death-rate  is  calculated  upon  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district.  This  is  always  corrected  to  a  certain 
extent  by  subtracting  from  the  total  number  those  deaths  of  patients  belonging  to  other  places  who  happen  to  die  in  public  institutions 
(the  workhouse  and  the  three  hospitals)  in  the  town,  and  adding  to  it  any  deaths  of  Weymouth  people  that  occur  in  similar  institutions 
elsewhere. — Obviously  the  death  rate  cannot  be  an  absolutely  correct  one  even  after  these  allowances  have  been  made,  for  strangers  die  in  every 
district,  and  in  health  resorts  more  often  than  in  other  places,  whose  deaths  should  be  put  down  to  their  own  districts  if  perfect  accuracy  is 
to  be  obtained.  As  this  is  impracticable,  it  is  the  custom  for  general  statistical  purposes  to  consider  only  deaths  of  strangers  in  public 
institutions  with  a  view  to  calculating  the  corrected  death  rate.  Applying  this  method  the  deaths  belonging  to  the  borough  in  1904  were 
found  to  be  283,  and  the  corrected  death  rate  becomes  13-7  per  thousand. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1904  was  16-2  per  1000.  The  following  Table  shows  the  death  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  for  certain  groups  of  districts,  from  all  causes,  and  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  during  1904,  and  the  corresponding 

rates  for  Weymouth. 


DEATH  RATES. 


All 

Causes. 

Diseases 

in 

Cols.  3 — 9 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Gough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1000  births. 

Columns  : 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

England  and  Wales 

16-2 

1-94 

o-oi 

0-36 

0-11 

0-17 

0-34 

0-09 

0-86 

146 

76  Great  Towns 

17-2 

2- 19 

0-01 

0-47 

0-12 

0-19 

0-40 

o-io 

1-20 

160 

142  Smaller  Towns 

England  and  Wales  less 

15-6 

2-02 

0-03 

0-36 

0-13 

0-16 

0‘35 

0-10 

0-89 

154 

the  218  towns 

15-3 

1*  28 

001 

0-23 

0-09 

0-14 

0-27 

0-03 

0-16 

125 

Weymouth 

13-7 

0-29 

— 

0-04 

— 

— 

0-25 

— 

— 

106-8 

The  283  deaths  belonging  to  the  borough  included 


53  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age, 

149  of  persons  aged  between  1  year  and  70  years,  and 
81  of  persons  aged  70  years  and  upwards. 

Natural  decay  was  returned  as  the  cause  of  39  of  these  deaths  of  old  people,  distributed  thus : 

From  70 — 80  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

„  80  -90  '  „  ..  ..  ..  ..  23 

Over  90  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

A vera ge  age  a t  death.—  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  has  been  taken  for  calculating  the  average  age  at  death , 
which  was  found  to  be  47  years. 

Of  the  total  deaths  of  people  over  70  years  of  age.  23  ocurred  in  the  workhouse,  that  is  a  percentage  of  59.  Of  these  6  did  not  belong  to 

Weymouth. 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  at  the  various  age  periods,  and  the  causes  of  death  classified,  are  shown  in  Table  IV. 


24 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  (Urban)  continued. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate.  —  This  is  calculated  upon  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz.  :  Small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
whooping  chough,  “  fever”  (typhus,  enteric,  and  other  continued),  and  diarrhoea.  During  1904,  5  deaths  were  attributed  to  whooping  cough, 
and  1  to  measles,  none  to  any  of  the  other  diseases. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  therefore  0'29  per  thousand  inhabitants.  In  1903  it  was  0  49,  and  the  average  rate  for  eight  years  (1 896 — 1903) 
was  075  per  1000.  In  England  and  Wales  it  was  194  for  this  year.  The  Table  of  Death  Rates  (p.  23),  shows  the  death  rate  from  each  of 
these  diseases  in  Weymouth  compared  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  53  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  old  belonging  to  the  district  during  the  year,  which  represented  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  106-8  per  1000  registered  births.  In  1903  the  corresponding  rate  was  132-1,  and  the  average  rate  for  eight  years 
(1896—1903)  was  113-5. 

An  extended  classification  of  the  causes  of  these  deaths  of  infants  during  the  year  brings  out  points  of  interest : 


Measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  1 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Enteritis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Premature  Birth  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Accident  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Debility,  inanition  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Teething,  convulsions  . .  . .  . .  4 

Convulsions  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Meningitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


In  1903,  a  year  of  high  infantile  death  rate,  21  of  the  deatli3  were  ascribed  to  debility  or  inanition,  that  was  31-3  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
In  1904  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  ascribed  to  this  cause  was  again  high — 15,  or  28  3  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  (To  this  category  might 
probably  be  added  several,  if  not  all,  of  the  seven  cases  of  premature  birth).  This  leads  to  the  highly  important  question  of  ante-natal 
conditions,  which  turns  very  largely  upon  the  care  that  can  be  given  to  mothers  during  the  months  immediately  preceding  childbirth,  not  to 
mention  the  general  physical  condition  of  those  members  of  the  community  who  are  at  the  child-bearing  period  of  life.  Weakly  or  unhealthy 
parents  produce  weakly  offspring  ;  mothers  who  through  poverty  cannot  be  properly  fed  or  cared  for  during  their  pregnancy,  produce  weakly 
offspring  ;  these  unfavourable  conditions  have  an  immediate  bearing  upon  the  infantile  death  rate,  and  an  extensive  bearing  upon  the  future 
health  of  those  children  who  survive  beyond  infancy. 


Coroner's  luquests. —  Fifteen  inquests  were  held  during  1904,  and  the  following  verdicts  were  returned  : 


Natural  causes  ..  .,  ..  ..  6 

Accidents— 

Suffocation  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Falls  . .  . .  . .  . .  - .  5 

Burns  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Run  over  by  cart  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

—  8 

Suicide  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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Uncertified  Deaths. — There  were  three  deaths  which  were  not  certified  either  by  medical  practitioners  or  the  Coroner.  The  causes  given 

were  : 

Teething  and  Convulsions  . .  . .  . .  1 

Convulsions  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  Diseases  that  must  be  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  are — Small-pox,  cholera,  diphtheria  or  membranous 
croup,  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever,  typhus  fever,  enteric,  relapsing  and  continued  fevers,  puerperal  fever  and  plague. 

Eight  notifications  were  received  during  1904,  comprising  1  of  diphtheria,  3  of  erysipelas,  3  of  scarlet  fever,  and  1  of  puerperal  fever.  No 
cases  of  small-pox,  cholera,  typhus,  enteric,  relapsing  and  continued  fevers,  or  plague  were  notified.  The  notification  rate  was  therefore  0-3 
per  1000  inhabitants. 


The  corresponding  rate  for  the  eight  years  previous  to  1904  is  given  here  for  comparison,  that  is  as  far  back  as  the  figures  can  be  obtained. 


1896 

•  • 

2-2  per  1000 

1900 

,  , 

5-9  per  1000 

1897 

•  • 

17  „ 

1901 

140 

1898 

#  # 

0-8 

1902 

#  # 

8-8 

1899 

•  • 

1-1  „ 

1903 

•  • 

1-3  „ 

The  average  rate  for  the  eight  years  was  4-4  per  1000. 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  notification  rate  during  1904  was  by  far  the  lowest  in  the  series,  indeed  it  was  a  quite  exceptionally  low 
one,  upon  which  any  town  might  be  congratulated.  It  would  not  be  reasonable  to  except  such  a  state  of  affairs  to  continue  indefinitely  • 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  must  occur  from  time  to  time  in  all  towns,  and  a  holiday  resort  is  especially  liable  to  the  introduction  of 
infection  by  some  among  the  many  thousands  of  people  who  so  frequently  pour  into  it.  The  most  careful  sanitary  administration  can  only 
hope  to  check  the  spread  of  these  diseases  when  they  do  occur.  J 


It  may  be  added  here  that  two  other  notifications  provisionally  made  in  1904  were  afterwards  withdrawn,  and  are  therefore  not 
included  in  the  table ;  the  suspected  cases  occurred  at  the  same  time  aud  in  the  same  family,  they  were  so  suggestive  of  scarlet  fever  as  to 
render  it  advisable  to  remove  them  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  observation,  whence  they  were  discharged  in  a  few  days,  as  they  proved  not 
to  be  cases  of  that  disease .  J  J  v 
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Table  III.  shows  the  diseases  notified. 

Small-pox. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1904.  I  was  only  once  asked  to  see  a  case  suspected  to  be  small-pox,  which 
proved  to  be  chicken-pox. 

Two  notices  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Southampton  that  men  had  landed  from  ships  of 
which  cases  of  small-pox  had  ocurred,  and  were  proceeding  to  their  homes  in  Weymouth,  one  in  January,  and  the  other  in  March.  The 
necessary  precautions  were  taken  in  each  case,  and  the  men  proved  to  be  free  from  infection.  It  may  be  added  that  a  case  of  small  pox  occurred 
in  a  neighbouring  town,  in  which  the  infection  was  traced  to  one  of  these  very  ships,  showing  the  importance  of  the  system  of  notification  by 
Port  Medical  Officers  of  the  destination  of  any  passengers  landed  from  infected  ships. 

Diphtheria. — Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  the  patient  being  a  boy  who  had  been  inadvertently  sent  home  for  the  Easter 
holidays  from  a  private  school  in  Plymouth  when  sickening  with  the  disease.  It  was  found  upon  enquiry  that  several  other  cases  had  occurred 
in  connection  with  this  school.  This  boy  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  once  and  made  a  good  recovery,  and  no  spread  of  the 
infection  took  place. 

In  1903  there  was  also  only  one  case  notified ;  the  average  for  eight  years  (3  896 — 1903)  was  6-3  cases  per  annum. 

My  attention  was  drawn  to  several  cases  of  suspicious  sore  throat  in  the  course  of  the  year  by  the  doctors  in  attendance,  but  it  was  found 
possible  in  each  of  these  cases,  with  the  help  of  bacteriological  examination,  to  exclude  diphtheria.  One  case  which  I  was  asked  to  see  in 
December  was  »o  suspicious  that  the  patient,  a  child  of  four,  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  once  for  further  observation,  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  home  made  it  unsafe  to  risk  delay,  even  while  a  culture  was  made  from  the  throat  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
case  ultimately  proved  not  to  be  one  of  diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Three  notifications  of  cases  that  proved  to  be  scarlet  fever  were  received  during  the  year  ;  no  deaths  occurred  from  this 
disease.  In  1903  there  were  21  cases  notified  ;  during  the  three  years  previous  to  that  the  cases  were  very  numerous  owing  to  an  epidemic. 
The  freedom  of  the  town  from  this  very  common  infectious  disease  during  1904  was  quite  exceptional. 

Two  other  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  provisionally  made  were  subsequently  withdrawn  ;  they  have  already  been  mentioned.  There 
occurred  also  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  two  cases  which  were  very  suspicious  at  the  time,  but  were  not  formally  notified,  though  each  was 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  observation  ;  this  step  was  taken  because  the  patients  could  not  remain  where  they  were  with  safety  to 
others  while  they  presented  any  suspicious  symptoms. 

The  periodical  examination  of  the  children  in  the  elementary  schools  is  of  great  value  for  the  discovery  of  unrecognised  cases  of  this 
disease.  It  is  well-known  that  its  symptoms  may  often  be  so  mild  as  to  escape  detection,  though  the  patients  are  quite  as  infectious  to  others 
as  if  their  illness  were  severe,  indeed  more  so,  for  they  are  allowed  to  mix  freely  with  others  during  the  attack.  Only  two  such  cases  were 
discovered  in  connection  with  the  schools  during  last  year,  both  being  children  who  showed  slight  peeling,  which,  together  with  the  history, 
suggested  scarlatinal  origin.  They  were  promptly  isolated  at  home,  and  the  necessary  precautions  as  to  disinfection  undertaken,  with  the 
result  that  no  other  cases  occurred. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  1903  three  cases  were  notified,  and  the  average 
for  eight  years  was  5‘1  cases  per  annum. 

An  obscure  case  brought  to  my  notice  in  March  caused  considerable  doubt,  and  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  a  precautionary 
measure.  After  the  patient  had  been  there  a  few  days,  it  was  found  possible  to  exclude  the  diagnosis  of  enteric  fever. 

Shellfish  and  Enteric  Fever.— Under  this  heading  may  be  mentioned  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  *undry  cases  of  diarrhoea  that 
occurred  in  Dorchester  in  December,  which  were  ascribed  to  the  consumption  of  some  cockles  bought  in  Weymouth. 

I  visited  Dorchester  as  soon  as  they  came  to  my  knowledge,  where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  kindly  gave  me  every  opportunity  for 
investigating  the  circumstances,  which  were  shortly  these  : 

On  November  26th  a  Dorchester  fish-hawker  bought  about  1^  pecks  of  live  cockles  from  two  men  whom  he  had  happened  to  meet  in  a 
public  house  in  Weymouth.  He  took  them  home  to  Dorchester,  and  roughly  wash  them  under  a  tap,  preparatory  to  selling  them.  Half  the 
quantity  he  sold  to  a  customer  in  the  town,  who  had  them  cooked  before  eating  them,  and  suffered  no  ill  effects  from  their  consumption. 
The  rest  he  took  to  a  public  house  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  (a  Saturday),  and  sold  them  by  pennyworths  to  various  men  there,  who  ate 
them,  on  the  spot,  raw,  and  unaccompanied  by  any  other  food.  Some  were  left  over  on  that  day,  and  kept  in  a  shed  by  the  hawker  until  the 
Monday  (November  28th),  when  he  again  took  them  to  the  same  public  house,  and  sold  them  for  consumption  there  under  precisely  the  same 
circumstances  as  before.  The  hawker  himself  ate  several  on  the  two  occasions. 

On  the  29th  November  the  hawker  and  some  two  or  three  of  his  customers  (the  exact  number  could  not  be  ascertained)  suffered  from 
diarrhoea  and  griping  abdominal  pains,  which  lasted  in  each  case  for  four  or  five  days.  I  saw  two  men  on  December  23rd  who  had  eaten  a 
great  many  of  the  cockles  on  the  two  days  mentioned  (one  of  them  was  acknowledged  as  the  eater  of  the  largest  quantity  of  all  tiie  customers), 
and  who  had  suffered  no  ill  effects  whatever  ;  and  I  beard  of  several  others  who  could  give  the  same  history. 

The  two  typhoid  patients  gave  the  following  accounts  :  (1)  C.  was  first  noticed  to  be  out  of  sorts  on  December  2nd,  and  confessed  to 
having  felt  poorly  for  two  or  three  days  before  that.  He  boarded  with  a  family,  with  whom  he  had  his  meals,  none  of  them  were  at  all 
indisposed ;  there  had  been  no  strangers  staying  in  the  house ;  he  had  not  been  away  from  Dorchester  for  several  months;  he  had  eaten 
nothing  else  out  of  the  common.  (2)  M.  ate  forty  raw  cockles  on  November  26th.  He  had  uncomfortable  symptoms  the  next  day,  and  began  to 
be  ill  on  the  29th  and  30th.  He  had  had  nothing  out  of  the  common  to  eat  at  home;  no  other  member  of  the  family  had  any  similar 
symptons.  Occupation,  oil-van  man,  with  a  wide  district. 

In  Weymouth  the  men  who  sold  the  cockles  at  the  public  house  were  traced  ;  they  said  they  had  picked  them  from  the  swannery  (a 
mud-bank)  in  the  backwater,  on  the  day  that  they  sold  them  to  the  hawker. 

This  history,  obtained  a  month  after  the  circumstances  described,  cannot  by  any  means  be  taken  as  absolute  proof  of  Causative 
connection  between  the  cockles  and  the  cases  of  enteric  fever  ;  in  any  case  it  gives  occasion  for  repeating  emphatically  the  now  familiar  advice 
that  people  ought  not  to  eat  such  shell  fish  raw. 

It  appears  that  both  cockles  and  mussels  are  regularly  obtained  from  the  backwater  (a  tidal  estuary),  the  latter  in  large  quantities  from 
the  stone  dam  close  to  the  sewage  pumping  station.  The  backwater  is  liable  to  receive  a  certain  amount  of  sewage  pollution  from  two  sources : 
(1' the  water  of  the  river  Wey,  which  has  the  village  of  Radipole  on  its  banks  just  above  its  entrance  into  the  backwater;  and  (2)  at  the 
Weymouth  sewage  pumping  station  on  its  bank,  where  on  some  occasions  of  heavy  rainfall,  the  sewage  and  storm -water  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  town  have  to  be  discharged.  It  is  unlikely  that  shell  fish  gathered  there  would  cause  illness,  if  it  were  always  well  cooked  before 
consumption  ;  I  have  been  informed  of  many  people  iu  the  district  who  habitually  eat  it,  and  have  never  suffered  from  doing  so.  Moreover, 
quantities  of  mussels  are  sent  away  to  Bath,  Bristol,  London,  and  elsewhere;  if  suspicious  illness  occurred  among  its  consumer*,  the  careful 
enquiries  that  are  generally  made  in  such  cases  would  lead  to  further  investigation,  which  would  oome  to  my  knowledge. 
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Measles. — This  not  being  a  notifiable  disease  the  actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  town  during  any  year  does  not  come  to  my 
knowledge.  The  great  majority  of  cases,  however,  occur  among  children  attending  the  elementary  schools;  by  arrangement  with  the 
teachers  I  receive  information  about  these  regularly,  and  am,  therefore,  able  to  exercise  a  considerable  amount  of  supervision  over  them. 

During  1904  there  was  no  prevalence  of  this  disease  until  September,  when  a  slight  outbreak  occurred  in  Westham,  among  the 
children  attending  St.  Paul’s  Infant  School.  The  infection  appeared  to  have  been  introduced  from  neighbouring  districts,  measles  having 
been  very  prevalent  in  some  of  the  adjacent  villages  during  the  summer.  At  the  outset  it  was  found  that  most  of  the  children  affected 
lived  in  one  particular  street  (Franklin  Road)  in  Westham  ;  therefore  all  children  belonging  to  that  street  were  excluded  from  day  and  Sunday 
schools  for  a  fortnight,  with  the  exception  of  older  children  who  had  had  measles  before,  and  who  came  from  non-infected  houses.  This  had 
the  effect  of  checking  the  spread  of  the  infection  in  St.  Paul’s  School  for  a  time,  but  it  had  evidently  gained  a  footing  in  the  Westham 
district  before  this,  for  cases  continued  to  occur  in  other  streets,  with  short  intervals,  during  the  rest  of  the  term,  though  not  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  make  it  necessary  to  close  the  school. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  cases  of  measles  began  to  occur  in  the  infant  department  of  St.  Mary’s  School,  and,  in  spite  of  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  children  affected,  and  of  all  children  from  infected  houses,  they  incre  ised  in  number  until  five  actual  and  four  suspicious  cases 
were  discovered  in  one  day  (October  18th).  The  circumstaijces  of  St.  Mary’s  School  differ  somewhat  from  those  of  the  other  schools  in  the 
town  ;  being  centrally  situated  it  draws  children  from  all  districts,  whereas  the  other  schools  draw  their  pupils  almost  entirely  from  their  own 
districts.  Consequently  when  infectious  illness  breaks  out  in  anyone  district  St.  Mary’s  is  likely  to  suffer,  as  well  as  the  school  situated  in  that 
district.  Further,  any  school  drawing  children  from  its  own  district  only  is  likely  to  be  free  from  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  as  soon  as  it 
has  travelled  through  its  district,  whereas  the  centrally  situated  school  will  continue  to  suffer  as  the  disease  passes  from  one  district  into 
another.  It  must  also  be  noted  that  a  centrally  situated  school  may  act  as  a  distributor  of  infection  from  one  district  to  another  ;  thus,  in 
the  outbreak  of  measles  now  under  discussion,  the  children  first  affected  at  St.  Mary’s  School  were  those  from  Westham.  But  week  by  week 
fresh  cases  appeared  in  slightly  increasing  numbers  in  other  districts,  all  in  connection  with  children  attending  this  school,  whence  obviously 
the  infection,  originally  introduced  by  way  of  Westham,  was  spread.  On  October  18th,  having  regard  to  these  circumstances,  it  was  judged 
desirable  to  close  St.  Mary’s  Infant  School  for  three  weeks,  which  was  done,  with  very  good  effects.  Thereafter  only  very  few  cases  occurred 
in  connection  with  this  department  for  the  rest  of  the  term,  and  a  few  among  the  pupiis  of  the  Girls’  School.  The  infection  finally  showed  a 
tendency  to  travel  into  the  parish  of  Holy  Trinity,  where  a  few  scattered  cases  occurred  during  the  last  fortnight  of  the  term.  Throughout 
the  term  no  cases  came  to  my  knowledge  in  connection  with  St.  John’s  School,  at  the  other  end  of  the  town. 

This  short  account  of  an  outbreak  of  measles  has  touched  upon  the  part  played  by  schools  in  the  spread  of  infectious  illnesses,  of  which 
measles  is  a  very  good  example.  It  may  be  remarked  that  in  this  outbreak  practically  only  the  infaut  departments  of  the  various  schools 
were  affected,  cases  occurring  in  the  girls’  and  boys’  departments  were  very  few.  This,  of  course,  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  a  great  many 
of  the  older  pupils  have  had  the  illness  in  infancy,  and  are  therefore  not  so  susceptible  to  the  infection.  It  is  also  very  largely  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  unnatural  aggregation  of  children  of  tender  years,  for  several  hours  a  day,  in  schoolrooms,  inevitably  tends  to  the  growth  and 
the  spread  of  infection  amongst  them.  There  is,  unfortunately,  in  every  infaut  department  a  class  of  babies  of  three  and  four  years  old, 
sent  thither  chiefly  with  the  object  of  relieving  their  mothers  of  the  trouble  of  looking  after  them  ;  among  such  babies,  and,  to  an  almost 
equal  degree,  among  all  children  up  to  six  or  seven  years  old,  infection  once  introduced  naturally  spreads  with  great  rapidity.  Conditions 
that  would  not  affect  older  children  at  all  affect  infants  injuriously  at  once.  Among  the  classes  whose  children  are  not  sent  to  school  at 
such  an  early  age  there  is  much  less  prevalence  of  measles  and  other  infectious  ailments  of  childhood. 

Only  one  small  group  of  three  or  four  cases  occurring  in  a  private  school  came  to  my  knowledge  during  this  outbreak  in  the  public 
schools  :  the  school  in  question  was  at  once  closed,  and  no  spread  of  the  infection  occurred  thereafter. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  here  the  precautions  that  are  taken  with  regard  to  measles— as  typical  of  the  whole  class  of  infectious 
diseases — in  the  schools.  As  Medical  Officer  to  the  schools  I  get  returns  from  the  teachers  of  all  children  suffering,  or  suspected  to  be 
suffering,  from  infectious  diseases  weekly,  and,  if  necessary  during  an  outbreak,  drily.  Also,  during  an  outbreak,  I  pay  daily  or  very  frequent 
visits,  as  required,  to  the  affected  department  of  a  school,  with  the  object  of  examining  the  children,  and  sending  home  those  who  show  any 
suspicious  symploms.  All  children  whose  names  are  given  to  me  are  visited  at  their  liome3 ;  if  they  are  found  to  be  medically  attended, 
directions  are  given  only  with  regard  to  the  other  children  of  the  family  concerning  school  attendance;  if,  as  is  most  common,  they  have  not 
been  medically  attended,  the  patients  are  seen,  with  a  view  to  deciding  upon  the  real  nature  of  the  illness.  If  it  be  measles,  general 
directions  are  given  to  the  mothers  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  observed  ;  the  other  children  of  the  family  are  excluded  from  school  for 
varying  periods,  according  to  the  stage  of  the  illness,  and  their  previous  history  as  regards  measles  ;  and  the  teachers  are  afterwards 
notified  of  the  period  for  which  each  child  is  to  be  excluded.  All  the  visits  are  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  person,  and  this 
proof  that  measles,  and  other  so-called  less  impoitant  infectious  diseases,  are  regarded  by  the  Sanitary  and  Educational  Authorities  as 
worthy  of  so  much  care  already  appears  to  me  to  be  having  some  effect  upon  the  parents. 

In  August,  what  might  have  given  rise  to  an  outbreak  of  measles  was  averted,  through  a  notification  of  a  case  in  the  early  stage  which 
was  kindly  made  to  me  by  the  medical  attendant.  The  patient  was  a  visitor’s  chi  J  from  Derby;  the  parents  were  staying  with  relatives,  who 
had  children,  in  a  small  house,  in  a  populous  road,  in  which  there  had  not  been  cases  for  a  long  time.  Special  precautions  were  possible 
where  a  single  case  was  discovered  early,  and  spread  of  the  disease  in  the  holiday  season  was  thereby  averted. 

One  deatn  was  ascribed  to  measles  during  1904,  representing  a  death  rate  of  -049  per  1,000.  In  England  and  Wales  the  corresponding 
rate  was  0.36  per  1,000 

T(  hooping  Cough.— This,  like  Measles,  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  and  only  those  cases  of  it  which  occur  among,  or  iu  the  families  of, 
pupils  in  the  Elementary  Schools  come  regularly  to  my  knowledge. 

In  January  there  was  a  slight  outbreak  of  the  disease  at  the  north  end  of  Melcombe  Regis  ;  careful  exclusion  of  the  patients,  and, 
where  necessary,  of  contacts,  from  school  for  varying  periods  served  to  abate  it.  After  this  there  were  practically  no  cases  in  the  town  until 
the  late  autumn,  when,  with  the  onset  of  cold  weather,  a  few  cases  occurred  am  mg  the  pupils  of  some  of  the  infant  schools.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  not  unduly  prevalent  throughout  the  year.  It  is  particularly  a  disease  of  young  children,  and  very  apt  to  attack  those  under  six  or 
seven  years  of  age  who  may  be  exposed  to  any  chance  of  infection.  School  attendance  naturally  fosters  this  teudency,  as  young  children  are 
thereby  subjected  to  risks  both  of  cold  and  specific  infection. 

Five  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Whooping  Cough  during  1904,  of  which  two  were  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  three  were 
deaths  of  children  between  one  and  five.  In  three  of  these  cases  death  was  due  to  inflammation  of  the  lungs  following  Whooping  Cough, 
the  othei  two  were  due  to  dentition  and  convulsions  supervening  upou  Whooping  <  ough.  These  deaths  illustrate  the  course  that  the  disease 
is  apt  to  take  in  weakly  or  ill-cared-for  children,  it  is  not  the  actual  Whooping  Cou  ,’h  that  kills,  but  a  complication  following  upon  it.  These 
five  deaths  represent  a  death-rate  of  0.25  per  1,000  ;  for  Englaud  and  Wales  the  corresponding  rate  was  0.34  per  1,000. 
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These  deaths  further  illustrate  the  serious  nature  of  this  disease,  which,  with  Measles,  furnishes  the  whole  of  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  of 
the  borough  for  1904.  These  two  infectious  ailments  are  regarded  lightly,  because  they  do  not  happen  to  be  included  among  the  notifiable 
diseases,  and  are  not  dealt  with  so  stringently  as,  for  instance,  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever,  and,  therefore,  do  not  loom  so  large  in  the  public 
eye.  But  it  is  found  every  year  throughout  the  country  that  the  deaths  ascribed  to  them  among  children  constitute  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  total  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  ;  this  year  they  formed  close  upon  one-third  of  the  whole  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  deaths  generally  occur  among  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes,  who  do  not  realise  the  need  for  care  in  the  treatment  and  isolation 
of  the  patients.  I  believe  that  care  bestowed  upon  them  in  connection  with  school  attendance  will  in  the  course  of  time  have  an  educative 
influence  upon  parents.  The  precautions  adopted  in  this  district  have  been  described  under  the  heading  of  Measles,  they  are  precisely  the 
same  for  Whooping  Cough.  Both  diseases  are,  unfortunately,  highly  infectious  before  there  is  any  suspicion  as  to  their  real  nature;  therefore, 
if  they  were  made  notifiable,  the  information  gained  thereby  would  generally  come  too  late  to  be  of  more  than  partial  value  for  the  adoption 
of  preventive  measures. 

Epidemic  Diarrheal — 1904  was  the  third  year  in  succession  during  which  no  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  It  is  classed 
as  one  of  the  seven  important  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  is  responsible  for  a  very  large  proportion  of  infantile  deaths  throughout  the  country, 
especially  in  the  great  towns  and  industrial  districts. 

Chicken  Pox,  Mump  a.  —Very  few  cases  of  these  complaints  have  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year;  there  has  been  practical 
freedom  from  them  among  the  child' en  attending  the  Elementary  Schools. 

Tubercular  Diseases .-  Twenty-one  deaths  registered  in  the  borough  were  ascribed  to  various  forms  of  tubercular  disease  during  1904. 
Of  these  one  did  not  rightfully  beloug  to  Weymouth,  the  patient  having  come  from  another  district  into  the  Workhouse. 

Of  the  twenty  remaining  deaths,  eighteen  were  due  to  Phthisis  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  two  to  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  This 
represented  a  death-rate  of  0  97  per  1,000  from  all  Tubercular  Diseases,  aud0.87  from  Phthisis  alone.  In  1903  the  death-rate  from  Phthisis 
was  0  83  per  1,000,  the  average  rate  for  eight  years  (1896-1903)  was  (P73  per  1,000. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  eighteen  deaths  ascribed  to  Phthisis  was  : — 

Ages  ..  0-1.  1-5  5-15.  15-25.  25-35.  35-45.  45-55.  55-65.  65  &  upwards. 

Deaths  ....  ..  ..  1  5  3  3  4  2 

The  other  two  deaths  were  ascribed  to— 

(1)  Tubercular  Peritonitis,  and 

(2)  Tubercular  Disease  of  Bladder  and  Bowejs. 

Every  house  in  which  a  death  from  Phthisis  occurs  is  visited,  and  free  disinfection  of  rooms,  bedding,  etc.,  is  offered  to  the  relatives  ; 
also  general  directions  are  given  about  other  precautions  to  be  taken.  By  means  of  these  visits  it  is  possible  to  spread  a  certain  amount 
of  knowledge  as  to  the  infectious  nature  of  this  complaint,  and  the  care  which  should  be  taken  to  prevent  its  spread,  though,  unfortunately, 
when  visits  can  only  be  paid  after  death,  the  full  benefit  of  such  care  is  not  obtained. 

I  became  aware  of  only  three  cases  of  Phthisis,  apart  from  the  death  returns,  during  the  year.  These  came  to  my  knowledge  by  chance, 
and  they  may  quite  fairly  be  taken  as  examples  of  the  many  cases  existing  in  all  towns  that  are  inevitably  potential  sources  of  infection  to 
others. 

(1)  A  woman  suffering  from  the  disease  who  came  to  stay  with  a  friend  (who  had  young  children)  in  Weymouth,  hoping  to 

benefit  by  the  change  of  air ;  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  her  native  place  notified  her  comiug  to  me.  She  was 
visited  during  her  stay,  aud  disinfectants  were  provided  for  her.  She  left  after  a  few  weeks,  and  I  heard  subsequently 
that  she  had  died  at  home  in  the  Autumn. 

(2)  A  woman  in  the  late  stage  of  the  disease  discovered  by  a  chance  visit  to  her  house,  she  had  been  ill  three  years,  and  died 

three  months  after  I  first  knew  of  her  ;  there  were  two  young  children  in  the  family. 

(3)  A  complaint  was  received  that  a  boy  suffering  from  Phthisis  was  employed  in  a  provision  shop.  After  interviews  with  his 

parents  and  his  medical  attendant,  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  be  transferred  to  outdoor  occupation,  at  which  he  is 
doing  well. 

Such  an  account  of  the  little  that  could  be  done  during  the  year  in  connection  with  Phthisis  shows  that  under  existing  conditions  this 
disease  cannot  be  adequately  dealt  with.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  consider  what  further  steps  might  be  taken,  with  advantage  to  the 
public  health. 

(1)  Notification. — The  arguments  in  favour  of  its  notification  may  be  shortly  given.  It  is  well  known  that  Phthisis  is  an  infectious 
disease.  It  cau  be  prevented  to  a  great  extent  from  spreading  by  timely  precautions  of  a  simple  nature.  The  course  of  the  infection  is 
insidious,  and  generally  protracted  ;  the  results  of  preventive  measures  are  therefore  not  so  immediately  apparent  as  in  the  case  of  the 
ordinary  infectious  diseases,  but  their  value  cannot  be  doubted.  The  logical  conclusion  is  that  preventive  measures  should  be  adopted  in 
their  entirety  for  this  disease. 

When  a  case  of  one  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  is  discovered  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  relatives,  and  of  the  medical  attendant, 
to  notify  it  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  this  has  been  made  obligatory  for  the  sake  of  the  community.  The  Sanitary  Authority  is 
thereupon  enabled  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  safeguard  other  people  from  the  infection.  This  arrangement  has  worked  on  the  whole  with 
benefit  to  everybody  concerned  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  same  measures,  in  a  modified  form,  might  be  adopted  with  regard  to  Phthisis.  When  a  patient  has  died  from  the  disease,  precautions 
taken  against  the  spread  of  infection  may  be,  and  ofteu  are,  too  late  ;  they  should  begin  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  discovered.  And  notification  is 
an  essential  preliminary  to  this.  But  notification  of  Phthisis  cannot  legally  be  made  compulsory,  it  can  only  be  voluntary.  The  system  of 
voluntary  notification  has  been  tried  in  various  districts  with  success,  and,  in  my  opiuion,  it  would  be  a  valuable  adjunct  to  sanitary 
work  in  Weymouth.  Should  the  S  initary  Committee  decide  proceed  in  the  matter,  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
every  doctor  practising  in  the  ‘.own,  for  the  system  could  not  be  adopted  without  the  co-operation  of  the  midical  profession.  In  the  event  of 
favourable  response  it  could  be  arrauged  that  cases  of  the  disease  should  be  notified  in  the  usual  way,  the  usual  small  fee  being  paid  for  the 
notification. 

Precautions  could  then  be  taken  according  to  necessity.  As  a  rule  well-to-do  patients  are  found  to  have  taken  timely  precautions,  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority.  Sanatorium  t  eatment  has  become  so  general  that  patients  who  can  afford  it  goat  once  to 
some  institution  for  treatment  But  poor  patients  cannot  do  this  ;  there  is  no  sanatorium  in  Dorset ;  and  in  any  case  they  can  seldom  leave 
their  homes  for  the  length  of  time  required  for  such  treatment.  At  their  homes,  and  at  their  w  >rk,  they  do  not,  as  a  rule,  take  the  pre¬ 
cautions  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection.  Here  the  intervention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  may  be  of  great  value  in  various 
ways ; — 
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(1)  Instruction  of  patients  as  to  necessary  precautions,  and  supply  of  disinfectants  to  poor  patients.  It  is  generally  found  that 

precautions  are  seldom  thoroughly  taken,  even  when  patients  are  under  medical  treatment  ;  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  can  give  directions  as  to  these  often  with  advantage  ;  they  involve  care  not  only  at  home,  but  in  the  workshop 
and  elsewhere. 

(2)  Disinfection  of  rooms,  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  when  necessary.  This  is  of  advantage,  and  a  great  safeguard  to  others,  when 

patients  move  from  one  room  to  another,  or  from  one  house  to  another,  as  they  frequently  do  in  the  course  of  a  long 
illness. 

(3)  The  history  of  the  illness  is  obtained,  and  sources  of  infection  may  be  traced. 

(4)  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  patient’s  house  can  be  investigated,  and  remedied  if  defective. 

(5)  Sanatorium  or  other  institutional  treatment  may  possibly  be  arranged  for  patients  who  could  not  otherwise  get  the  benefit 

of  it. 

(2)  Temporary  isolation  oj  selected  cases  in  a  part  of  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. — The  last  point  leads  to  a  suggestion  that  was 
touched  upon  in  my  report  for  1903,  and  that  has  since  been  brought  before  the  Sanitary  Committee,  namely  that  the  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital  might  be  utilised  as  a  help  to  other  preventive  measures.  It  is  not  intended  to  suggest  that  it  should  be  used  for  protracted  treat¬ 
ment,  that  would  be  neither  suitable  nor  possible.  But  a  short  residence  there  might  be  of  very  great  service  in  teaching  patients  how  to 
look  after  themselves,  so  as  not  to  be  sources  of  risk  to  others.  What  they  have  to  practise  is  simple  enough,  but  it  must  be  done  habitually 
and  instinctively,  and  to  that  end  patients  must  be  drilled  in  the  necessary  precautions.  A  stay  of  a  month  at  the  Hospital,  with  nothing 
else  to  do  than  to  learn  these  precautions  under  favourable  conditions,  would  do  far  more  good  than  countless  directions  given  at  home,  where 
no  one  could  see  that  they  were  properly  obeyed.  Further,  judging  from  the  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  other  patients  who  have 
been  at  the  Hospital  for  short  periods,  a  decided  improvement  might  be  expected  in  the  condition  of  many  a  Phthisical  patient  taken  thither 
from  a  poor  home  for  a  month,  though  it  might  not  be  maintained  afterwards.  And,  finally,  it  would  give  an  opportunity  for  cleansing  and 
disinfecting  the  home,  before  the  patient’s  return  to  his  old  surroundings. 

Should  the  principle  of  this  suggestion  be  accepted,  the  details  could  be  arranged  later.  Its  adoption  would  cost  no  more  than  the 
actual  maintenance  of  the  patients  ;  nursing  and  medical  attendance  are  already  available.  And,  until  the  method  has  passed  the  experi¬ 
mental  stage,  it  could  be  arranged  that  such  patients  should  only  be  admitted  when  the  Hospital  was  empty,  aud  sent  home  if  any  other 
infectious  patients  had  to  be  admitted. 

Cancer. — Twenty  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  cancer  during  the  year,  all  belonging  to  Weymouth.  This  gave  a  death-rate  of  0'97 
per  1,000  inhabitants.  The  corresponding  rates  in  former  years,  as  far  back  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  were  :  — 

1900  ..  0-50.  1902  ..  0-59. 

1901  ..  1-05.  1903  ..  0-63. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  on  an  enclosed  piece  of  ground,  acres  in  extent,  about  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  outside  the  borough  boundary.  It  is  built  of  galvanized  iron  and  wood,  and  consists  of  a  central  administrative  block,  two  de¬ 
tached  ward  blocks,  a  laundry  block,  and  other  outbuildings.  Accommodation  can  be  provided  here  for  42  patients.  The  adjacent  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital,  a  building  of  similar  type,  provides  further  accommodation  for  eight  patients,  and  the  necessary  attendants.  The  main  block 
of  the  hospital  is  at  present  furnished  for  21  beds. 


During  1904  10  patients  were  isolated  in  the  Hospital,  of  whom  only  four  were  actually  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  ;  the  other  six 
patients  were  taken  thither  for  observation.  The  cases  isolated  may  be  classified  thus  : — 

Diphtheria  . .  . .  1  Suspected  Diphtheria  . .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..3  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  ..  4 

,,  Enteric  Fever  ..  1 

With  reference  to  the  six  doubtful  cases,  which,  upon  observation  in  Hospital,  proved  not  to  be  infectious,  it  may  be  added  that  the  four 
suspected  of  being  Scarlet  Fever  were  ready  for  discharge  each  in  a  few  days,  but  that  the  other  two,  suspected  of  being  Diphtheria  and 
Enteric  Fever  respectively,  had  to  be  kept  in  Hospital  longer,  on  account  of  the  serious  nature  of  their  illnesses.  The  fact  that  all  six  were 
discharged  from  a  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases  without  contracting  any  ailment  there  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  arrangements  made  for 
them  by  the  Matron. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  an  Isolation  Hospital,  and  that  not  the  least  important  for  a  town  like  Weymouth,  is  its  availability  for  the 
isolation  in  this  way  of  cases  in  the  doubtful  stage  of  their  illness,  when  the  home  circumstances  are  such  as  to  make  their  removal 
advisable.  Such  a  step  is  not  justified  in  other  than  exceptional  cases  ;  but  to  give  examples  from  among  the  six  patients  above  mentioned  : 
one  was  removed  from  a  general  hospital,  one  from  a  boarding  school,  and  one  from  a  house  in  which  there  were  several  small  children,  and 
the  mother  was  about  to  be  confined.  In  such  cases  as  these  it  was  of  great  advantage  to  have  facilities  for  tentative  isolation  for  a  few 
days. 

All  the  patients  isolated  during  the  year  were  discharged  cured,  and  many  of  them  were  greatly  improved  in  general  health  by  their  stay 
in  hospital. 


Nursing  assistance  was  required  only  once  during  the  year;  otherwise  the  Matron  has  been  able  to  do  the  work  alone  with 
efficiency.  The  rest  of  the  staff  consists  of  the  caretaker  and  his  wife,  and  their  daughter,  who  acts  as  wardmaid. 


The  expenses  of  the  hospital  during  1904,  were  : — 

Salaries 

Water,  coal,  and  light 
Rates,  taxes,  and  insurance 
Maintenance  of  staff  and  patients 

Improvement  of  grounds,  and  other  establishment  charges 


£  s.  d. 
121  1  8 
41  16  2 
20  8  0 
83  0  0 
40  1  11 


perfect 


£306  7  9 


This  amount  is,  of  course,  large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients  isolated  during  the  year,  the  fewer  the  patients  the  greater 
is  the  average  cost  of  each,  but  it  is  a  small  sum  to  pay  for  the  security  afforded  by  a  hospital  to  which  auy  ca§e  can  be  sent  at  a  moment’s 
notice.  To  be  useful  the  hospital  must  always  be  ready. 


29 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  (Urban)  continued. 

From  the  total  cost  of  upkeep,  as  given  above,  must  be  deducted  £16  3s.  6d.,  the  sum  claimed  on  behalf  of  paying  patients*  The  nett 
cost  for  the  year  then  becomes  £290  4s.  3d. 

The  rate  of  charges  fixed  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  paying  patients  is  : — Twenty-five  shillings  a  week  for  ordinary  patients,  and  10s. 
a  week  for  domestic  servants  whose  employers  pay  for  them  during  their  illness.  These  charges  are  very  low,  and  do  not  nearly  cover  the 
cost  in  any  case,  but  they  were  made  so  purposely,  as  it  was  thought  that  they  might  be  paid,  when  higher  charges  might  be  prohibitive. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  borough  is  supplied  throughout  by  a  private  company,  which  also  supplies  various  parishes  in  the  adjacent  rural  district.  The 
water  springs  from  the  upper  greensand  below  the  chalk  at  the  hill  foot  beyond  the  village  of  Sutton  Poyntz,  and  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  town.  The  collecting  area  is  uninhabited,  and  about  four  acres  of  it  are  enclosed  by  iron  fencing.  Within  this  is  an  open 
collecting  reservoir,  from  which  the  water  flows  through  a  pipe  to  the  pumping  station  in  the  village,  whence  it  is  pumped  to  covered  service 
reservoirs,  from  which  it  descends  by  gravitation  to  the  town. 


The  water  is  of  uniformly  excellent  quality,  and  is  sufficient  in  quantity.  The  latest  analysis  made  for  the  Directors  of  the  Water 
Company  by  Mr.  F.  Wallis  Stoddart,  of  Bristol,  gave  the  following  results : — 

“  Analysis  of  sample  of  Weymouth  water  received  November  26th,  1904. 

Grains  per  Gallon. 


Saline  Ammonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  '0007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  ’0010 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate  . .  . .  . .  . .  *38 

Nitrites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  absent 

Chlorine  as  Chloride  ..  ..  ..  ..  165 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours  at  80°  F.  . .  . .  '003 

Total  dissolved  solids  . .  . .  . .  . .  23-0 

Temporary  hardness  . .  . .  . .  . .  9-5 

Permanent  ,,  ..  ..  ..  ..  3‘0 

Total  „  ..  ..  ..  ..  12-5 

Poisonous  Metals  . .  . .  . .  •  •  absent 

Colonies  of  micro-organisms  on  gelatine  plate  .  .  47  per  c  c. 

Pathogenic  organisms  . .  . .  . .  .  •  absent 


These  results  are  perfectly  normal  and  satisfactory.” 


Most  of  the  houses  in  the  town  have  their  own  water  taps,  and  the  conditions  of  supply  are  generally  satisfactory.  There  still  remain 
a  few  groups  of  houses  whose  water  supply  is  drawn  from  single  stand-pipes ;  were  all  closets  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  this  would  not 
be  unsatisfactory;  but  when  water  has  to  be  carried  from  a  stand-pipe  in  the  middle  of  a  court,  through  the  houses,  to  the  back  yards,  for 
the  purpose  of  flushing  closets,  it  is  unlikely  that  these  will  be  kept  adequately  flushed. 


SEWERAGE. 

The  sewage  of  the  town  is  discharged  into  the  sea  at  a  point  1,150  feet  beyond  the  Nothe,  and  25  feet  below  the  low  water  level  of 
ordinary  spring  tides.  It  is  pumped  thither  as  far  as  possible  during  the  ebb  of  the  tide,  from  the  sewage  collecting  tank  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  backwater  at  Westham.  This  tank  is  supplied  by  two  intercepting  sewers,  one  from  Weymouth  and  one  from  Melcombe  Regis,  into 
which  the  street  sewers  run.  During  heavy  storms  it  is  found  impossible  to  pump  all  the  mixture  of  sewage  and  storm  water  to  the  outfall ; 
upon  such  occasions  it  is  discharged  into  the  backwater  and  harbour. 

Apart  from  this  general  system,  there  are  two  local  sewers  in  the  Belfield  and  Old  Castle  districts,  which  take  the  drainage  of  some  75 
houses  in  all,  and  discharge  independently  into  Portland  roads. 

The  only  trade  refuse  now  draining  directly  into  the  harbour  is  that  from  the  two  breweries;  this  is  not  mixed  with  the  town  sewage. 

I  have  referred  in  previous  reports  to  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  dealing  with  the  drainage  of  districts  of  such  widely  varying 
levels  as  those  found  in  this  town,  and  to  the  inconvenience  suffered  by  householders  in  the  low-lying  districts  from  flooding  of  yards,  and 
even  houses,  during  heavy  rains.  The  Council  decided  to  provide  relief  surface  drains  for  the  extensive  Park  district  in  February,  and  for 
the  Hope  Square  and  North  Quay  districts  later  in  the  year,  in  order  to  prevent  such  occurrences,  as  far  as  possible  by  relieving  the  sewers 
and  the  pressure  upon  the  pumps.  A  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  having  been  held  with  regard  to  the  Park  Scheme,  the  work  was 
proceeded  with  according  to  the  plans  prepared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  plans  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  similar  scheme  for  the  Hope  Square  and  North  Quay  districts  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  December. 

Flushing  of  Seivers  was  carried  out  regularly  during  the  dry  months.  This  was  done  by  means  of  the  large  water  cart  specially  fitted  as 
a  portable  flushing  tank  for  the  purpose,  and  used  at  each  manhole  along  the  course  of  each  sewer  in  turn.  The  drains  in  the  Park  district, 
having  very  little  fall,  need  to  be  flushed  by  hose,  which  is  regularly  done  as  required. 

Ventilation  of  Sewers. — There  are  now,  as  I  am  informed,  66  up-cast  shafts,  and  13  extractor  lamps  (of  which  three  were  erected  during 
1904),  provided  for  the  escape  of  foul  air  from  sewers  ;  where  these  have  been  erected  the  surface  gratings,  formerly  used,  have  been  closed. 
Since  these  means  have  been  adopted  far  fewer  complaints  than  formerly  have  been  received  about  bad  smells  from  the  sewers. 

New  Sewers.  —Two  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year,  one  in  Granville  Road  to  the  Electric  Lighting  Station,  and  one  behind 
Myrtle  Terrace,  to  replace  the  old  sewer  which  I  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  Council  has  also  decided  to  lay  a  new  sewer  along  one  side  of  Wesley  Street,  to  replace  an  old  biock  drain  found  to  exist  there,  and 
reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  July. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

The  systematic  house  to  hmise  inspection,  b°gun  in  October,  1902,  has  been  continued  by  the  Inspector  during  1901.  It  is  a  nmi-mre  of 
great  importance  for  the  discovery  of  visible  defects  in  drainage,  structural  condition  of  houses,  and  paving  of  yards.  The  practice  is  to 
send  a  note  of  any  faulty  conditions  found  to  the  owners  of  the  houses,  with  suggestions  as  to  the  remedies  required.  As  a  result  of  this 
proceeding  many  faults  have  been  remedied,  and  many  more  are  under  consideration  with  a  view  to  being  remedied.  The  following  table, 
prepared  by  the  Inspector,  shows  the  progress  of  the  work  for  the  year. 
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Houses  inspected  ..  ..  ..  ..  1311 

Drains  re-laid  . .  . .  . .  .  •  2 

,,  ventilated  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

,,  repaired  and  cleaned  . .  . .  . .  7 

,,  disconnected  and  ventilation  improved  . .  4 

New  closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  14 

New  flushing  apparatus  provided  . .  . .  3 

Closets  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Waste  pipes  cut  off  and  trapped  . .  . .  19 

Rain  water  pipes  cut  off  and  trapped  . .  . .  17 

,,  ,,  ,,  and  gutters  repaired  ..  ..  13 

Bell  and  other  traps  replaced  by  gulley  traps  . .  136 

New  ware  sinks  provided  . .  . .  . .  4 

Yards  paved  and  repaired  . .  . .  . .  45 

Floors  repaired  . .  . .  . .  • .  2 


The  repairs  found  necessary  in  many  of  the  houses  visited  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  naturally  not  carried  out  when  this  table  was  pre¬ 
pared,  consequently  the  figures  given  above  do  not  represent  the  complete  results  of  the  visits  paid  during  1904. 

One  important  point  in  connection  with  house  drainage  must  be  again  referred  to,  viz.  The  large  numbers  of  closets  in  the  town 
unprovided  with  flushing  cisterns.  These  all  belong  to  houses  built  before  the  present  building  by-laws  came  into  force,  therefore  no  com¬ 
pulsion  can  now  be  exercised  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs  in  most  cases.  But  I  have  in  previous  reports  drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  Council  to  make  certain  clauses  in  these  by-laws  retrospective,  and  applicable  to  all  houses  in  the  borough.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  full  benefit  of  a  water  carriage  system  of  sewerage  is  not  obtained  if  closets  are  not  properly  flushed,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  most  closets  unprovided  with  flushing  cisierns  are  not  sufficiently  flushed,  even  though  they  may  not  appear  offensive.  Un¬ 
fortunately  oue  district,  among  others,  in  which  this  fault  is  very  generally  to  be  found,  is  the  low-lying  Park  district,  where  the  drains, 
having  but  little  fall,  stand  in  need  of  as  much  flushing  as  possible,  and  where  they  are  very  often  choked. 

Tenth) g  of  drains  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Department  upon  the  application  of  householders,  and  certificates  are  issued  for  those 
found,  or,  if  necessary,  made,  satisfactory.  For  this  a  nominal  charge  is  made,  to  cover  working  expenses,  and  it  is  found  that  increasing 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  opportunity  for  drain  testing  thus  provided.  M  hen  this  arrangement  was  first  made  in  1902  it  was  hoped  that 
keepers  of  lodging-houses  would  avail  themselves  of  it,  for  the  satisfaction  of  visitors,  but  so  far  they  have  shown  no  eagerness  to  do  so. 
There  are  two  reasons  for  this  :  one  is  that  visitors  rarely  ask  about  the  drains  when  taking  rooms,  and  the  other  that  the  lodging-house 
keepers  probably  fear  that  defects  will  be  revealed  by  the  test  which  will  have  to  be  remedied  at  some  cost.  Undoubtedly  it  will  be  an  uphill 
task  to  get  the  drainage  of  the  older  houses  in  the  town  into  line  with  modern  requirements.  Those  who  now  take  most  advantage  of  the 
arrangement  for  drain  testing  are  prospective  or  actual  tenants  of  better  class  houses. 

Twenty-six  applications  for  testing  were  received  during  1904,  and  in  several  cases  where  improvements  were  needed  the  drains  were 
tested  a  second  time,  in  order  to  see  that  they  had  been  properly  carried  out.  Fourteen  certificates  were  issued.  In  some  cases  the 
improvements  necessary  to  qualify  the  houses  for  certificates  were  not  made. 

The  following  improvements  were  effected  in  consequence  of  these  tests,  before  certificates  were  granted  : — 


New  water  closets  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Closets  supplied  with  water  ..  ...  ..  ..  1 

Drains  re-laid  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

,,  disconnected  from  sewer  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

ventilated,  or  ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  7 

Inspection  chamber  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Waste  and  rain  water  pipes  cut  off  from  drain  . .  . .  3 

New  traps  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..5 

Defective  joints  or  pipes  repaired  . .  . .  . .  11 


1  he  drainage  of  new  houses  is  a  subject  that  has  recently  called  for  special  attention,  owiug  to  the  discovery  of  certain  newly  built 
houses  in  which  the  arrangements  were  faulty,  the  building  by-laws  not  having  been  observed  or  enforced.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  to  the  subject  in  October,  and  it  was  subsequently  brought  before  the  Council.  I  would  repeat  here  my  opinion  that  all 
new  drains  ought  to  be  systematically  and  thoroughly  tested — not  merely  inspected  at  their  junction  with  the  sewer — before  new  houses  are 
allowed  to  be  occupied.  It  is  much  easier  and  simpler  to  prevent  faults  in  drainage,  as  in  other  things,  than  to  cure  them,  and  until  the 
Council  makes  provision  for  the  due  enforcement  of  its  excellent  building  by-laws,  the  full  benefit  of  them  cannot  be  obtained. 


REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  scavenging  of  the  town  is  so  arranged  that  every  house  shall  be  visited  by  the  carts  three  times  a  week,  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  main  business  streets,  from  which  refuse  is  collected  daily.  The  refuse  so  collected  is  conveyed  to  the  destructor,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  backwater  close  to  the  sewage  pumping  station.  This  was  first  ready  for  work  in  January,  aud  has  been  in  regular  use  since. 

I  have  refer)  ed  in  previous  reports  to  the  miscellaneous  uncovered  receptacles  for  rubbish  put  out  by  householders  in  many  public 
thoroughfares  in  the  town,  to  await  the  coming  of  the  dust  carts.  These  are  very  unsightly,  and  often  a  source  of  nuisance.  The  Council 
arranged  in  May,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  fo  r  the  sale  of  covered  dustbins  at  moderate  prices,  and  notices 
v  ere  issued  to  all  householders  calling  their  attention  to  this  arrangement,  aud  to  the  clause  in  the  newly  adopted  by-laws  requiring  the 
provision  of  piopeily  coveied  receptacles  for  household  refuse  deposited  in  any  public  place  to  await  removal.  This  led  to  a  certain  amount 
of  improvement,  but  it  was  only  very  partial,  and  the  subject  requires  further  attention. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

House  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is  on  the  whole  ample  ;  practically  the  whole  district  of  Westham  consists  of  new 
houses  of  this  description,  also  the  greater  portion  of  the  Park  district,  as  well  as  a  considerable  part  of  the  Weymouth  Ward  both  its  older 
centre,  and  the  comparatively  new  extension  from  it  along  the  Chickerell  Road. 
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These  houses  naturally  vary  greatly  in  their  character.  Some  of  the  old  rows  containing  only  two-roomed  houses,  built  back  to  back 
with  each  other,  are  decidedly  preferable  as  dwellings  to  many  of  the  newer  houses.  One  of  the  chief  defects  of  many  groups  of  cottage 
dwellings,  new  as  well  as  old,  is  the  bad  paving  of  yards,  or  the  total  lack  of  it ;  this  is  a  very  serious  fault  interfering  both  with  cleanliness 
and  comfort.  A  legacy  from  former  years  of  houses  faulty  in  this  respect  is  a  troublesome  one  to  deal  with;  when  to  them  are  added 
similaily  faulty  houses  built  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  building  by  laws,  the  embarrassment  is  much  increased.  Apart  from 
structural  condition  and  drainage,  there  is  nothing  which  has  such  important  bearing  upon  the  healthiness  of  a  dwelling  as  cleanliness  of 
its  immediate  surroundings,  and  that  cannot  be  obtained  without  a  well-paved  and  properly  drained  yard. 

During  19:'4  the  yards  of  several  groups  of  houses  have  been  properly  paved  and  drained  by  the  owners,  at  my  request,  namely 

All  in  East  Row. 

,,  West  Row. 

,,  Gordon  Row. 

One  in  Southampton  Row  (the  rest  to  be  done). 

All  in  Weston  Cottages. 

,,  North  View  Terrace  (house  drains  also  renewed  throughout). 

Six  in  Chapelhay  Street. 

Certain  courts  have  also  been  properly  paTed  and  drained  throughout  by  the  owners,  namely  : — 

East  Row,  Chapelhay  Street. 

West  Row  „  ,, 

Chapel  Row  „  ,, 

and,  by  the  Corporation,  John  Street,  a  thoroughfare  which  is  iu  effect  a  court.  The  improvement  effected  in  these  properties  thereby  is 
quite  striking,  and  has,  I  believe,  pleased  the  owners  quite  as  much  as  the  occupiers. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  owners  of  several  other  similar  properties,  with  a  view  to  securing  like  improvements.  There  is 
still  scope  for  a  great  deal  of  work  in  this  direction. 

Bad  paving  of  single  yards  is  dealt  with  in  the  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  town,  now  proceeding,  and  already  referred  to  ;  forty- 
five  yards  were  paved  or  repaired  as  a  result  of  this  inspection  during  1904. 

Closing  of  unsuitable  houses.—' Two  houses  were  closed  during  the  year,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  that  they  were  unfit  for  habitation. 

Houses  in  some  of  the  older  courts  would,  for  many  reasons,  be  better  closed  altogether,  but  this  extreme  step  is  avoided  whenever 
possible,  because,  whatever  their  faults,  they  are  cheap  self-contained  dwellings  for  very  poor  people,  who,  if  turned  out  of  them,  could  only 
afford  to  take  rooms  in  tenement  houses,  where  their  last  state  would  be  worse  than  their  first. 

Tenement  and  sublet  houses. — There  are  in  this  town  very  few  self-contained  tenement  dwellings,  where  a  separate  family  life  is  possible 
for  those  who  live  in  them  ;  that  can  only  be  ensured  when  every  necessary  appliance  (e.g.:  water  tap,  scullery,  and  closet),  is  provided  for 
each  tenant,  instead  of  having  to  be  used  in  common  by  numerous  families.  Eleven  new  houses  fulfilling  these  conditions  have  recently  been 
built  in  Holly  Road,  Westham;  each  house  consists  of  two  entirely  self-contained  tenements  on  the  flat  system. 

Otherwise  such  tenement  houses  as  exist  in  the  borough  are  ordinary  dwelling  houses,  originally  intended  for  single  families,  containing 
six  or  seven  rooms,  let  by  the  owners,  or  sublet  by  the  tenants,  insets,  to  a  number  of  families;  the  most  prominent  examples  are  Weston 
Terrace  and  Arch  Villas.  (The  block  of  tenements  known  as  Burdon’s  Buildings  is  the  only  exception  to  this  statement;  it  will  be  referred 
to  later).  In  tenements  such  as  these  there  is  no  possibility  of  a  separate  family  life  for  any  of  the  families  living  in  them  ;  the  scullery, 
the  water  tap,  and  the  single  closet  in  the  yard  must  be  used  by  all  in  common. 

A  census  was  taken  of  these  two  terraces,  among  others,  in  December,  of  which  the  results  may  be  summarized  here. 

(1)  Weston  Terrace,  ten  houses,  of  which  seven  were  let  in  tenements,  and  one  was  sublet,  giving  eight  tenement  houses 

comprising  twenty  tenements.  The  number  of  people  per  house  varied  from  six  to  fourteen.  In  this  terrace  there  were 
four  sets  of  rooms  in  which  the  Registrar  General’s  limit  of  two  persons  per  room  was  exceeded.  In  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  houses  in  this  terrace  the  yards  and  back  premises  generally  were  in  a  very  dirty  and  dilapidated  condition.  There 
was  one  closet,  without  water  supply,  in  each  yard  for  the  use  of  all  the  families  living  in  the  house  ;  one  water  tap,  and 
one  scullery  for  each  house. 

(2)  Arch  Villas,  twelve  houses,  of  which  four  were  sublet,  and  six  let  in  tenements,  giving  ten  tenement  houses,  comprising  25 

tenements  (and  two  sets  of  rooms  empty).  The  number  of  people  per  house  varied  from  eight  to  sixteen.  In  this 
terrace  there  were  seven  sets  of  rooms  in  which  there  was  crowding  above  the  Registrar  General’s  limit.  One  closet, 
without  water  supply,  in  each  yard  for  the  use  of  all  the  families  living  iu  the  house;  one  water  tap,  and  scullery,  for 
each  house. 

There  are  other  groups  of  houses  in  the  same  neighbourhood  in  which  there  is  some  subletting,  though  not  nearly  to  the  same  extent  as 
in  those  above  mentioned,  e.g.  :  Selway  Terrace,  a  row  of  six  very  neglected  houses ;  and  North  View  Terrace,  also  consisting  of  six  houses, 
which  were  in  a  very  bad  condition,  but  have  recently  been  improved  at  my  request,  their  drains  being  renewed,  and  the  yards  paved. 

Burdon’s  Buildings  have  been  alluded  to  ;  this  is  a  large  block  of  buildings  built  upon  three  sides  of  a  square,  four  storeys  high,  formerly 
barracks,  and  now  adapted  for  tenement  dwellings.  There  were  here  in  December  35  tenements,  of  which  22  were  two-roomed,  10  were  three- 
roomed,  and  three  were  empty.  There  was  crowding  above  the  Registrar  General’s  limit  in  two  sets  of  rooms.  A  water  closet  is  provided  on 
each  landing  for  the  common  use  of  the  tenements  (two  or  three  according  to  size)  on  the  laudiug.  and  each  tenement  has  its  own  water  tap 
and  sink  ;  a  great  fault  to  all  the  closets  is  that  they  have  ventilators  opening  on  to  the  common  stair.  The  conditions  in  these  tenements 
allow  of  rather  more  privacy  for  families  than  can  be  obtained  in  the  other  tenement  houses  referred  to,  but  this  is  obviously  only  very 
partial. 

In  order  to  compare  the  state  of  affairs  existing  iu  two  and  three-roomed  cottages  with  those  in  tenements  of  the  same  number  of 
rooms,  a  census  was  also  taken  iu  December  of  certain  groups  of  such  cottages.  Abstracts  of  the  results  are  given  here. 
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A.  Two-roomed  cottages. 

(1)  East  Row.  Eight  house*  ;  a  closet  for  each  house  without  water ;  three  water  tap*  for  the  group  No  overcrowding. 

(2)  West  Row.  Eight  houses  ;  a  closet  for  each  without  water ;  four  water  taps  for  the  group.  Slight  overcrowding  in  one. 

(3)  Southampton  Row.  Six  houses  ;  a  closet  without  water  for  each,  and  a  water  tap.  No  overcrowding. 

(4)  Gordon  Row.  Five  houses  ;  a  closet  without  water  for  each,  and  three  water  taps  for  the  group.  No  overcrowding. 

(5)  East  Row,  Chapelhay  Street.  Seven  houses  ;  three  water  closets  for  the  group,  and  one  water  tap.  No  overcrowding. 

(6)  West  Row,  Chapelhay  Street.  Seven  houses  ;  a  closet  without  water  for  each,  one  water  tap  for  all.  No  overcrowding. 

(7)  Seymour  Street.  Twelve  houses  ;  five  water  closets  for  all,  one  water  tap  for  the  group.  No  overcrowding, 

B.  Three-roomed_cottages. 

(1)  James’  Court,  West  Parade.  Five  houses;  three  water  closets,  and  one  water  tap,  for  tbe  group.  No  overcrowding. 

(2)  Terrace  Court.  Six  houses  ;  a  closet,  without  water,  and  a  water  tap,  for  each  house.  Crowding  above  limit  in  one  house. 

(3)  Havelock  Place.  Seven  houses  ;  closet  in  back  yard,  without  water,  for  each  ;  two  water  taps  in  front  for  the  group.  Crowding 

above  the  limit  in  two. 

(4)  Chapel  Row.  Six  houses;  a  closet  for  each,  without  water,  and  one  water  tap  for  five  houses,  one  has  its  own.  No 

overcrowding. 

(5)  Franchise  Court.  Six  houses  ;  water  closet  and  water  tap  for  each.  Crowding  above  limit  in  one  house. 

(6)  High  West  Street  Court.  Five  houses;  a  water  closet  for  each,  one  water  tap  for  all.  No  overcrowding. 

(7)  New  Court,  West  Street.  Four  houses  (also  a  larger  one).  A  closet  for  each  without  water,  and  one  water  tap  for  all.  No 

overcrowding. 

(8)  Part  of  Wellington  Place,  consisting  of  nine  houses  ;  a  closet,  without  water,  and  a  water  tap.  for  each.  No  overcrowding. 

It  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  conditions  are  decidely  better  in  these  cottages  than  in  tenements  of  the  same  size.  Added  to  that, 
tenements  in  what  ought  to  be  single  houses  are  decidedly  dearer  as  dwellings.  There  is  always  competition  for  the  small  cottages,  and 
landlords  can  have  their  choice  of  good  tenants;  the  most  thriftless  and  worst  tenants  are  apt  to  gravitate  into  the  tenements.  In  the 
small  cottages  there  is  a  considerable  proportion  of  elderly  people  without  families. 

1  have  referred  to  the  Registrar  General’s  definition  of  overcrowding,  as  used  for  census  ret  urns  in  this  country,  viz.,  anything  above 
two  persons  per  room,  That  is  satisfactory  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  does  not  cover  much  overcrowding  of  a  most  undesirable  kind  from 
the  point  of  view  of  decency.  For  instance,  a  two-roomed  tenement  or  cottage  in  which  the  family  consists  of  father,  mother,  and  two 
children,  with  only  one  room  for  use  as  a  bedroom,  may  not  be  overcrowded,  but  the  arrangement  is  decidely  objectionable  as  the  children 
grow  up  from  infancy,  and  still  more  so  when,  as  sometimes  happens,  another  baby  is  born  under  such  conditions. 

The  legal  definition  of  overcrowding  has  never  been  clearly  formulated,  but  it  is  generally  taken  to  mein  anything  less  than  three 
hundred  cubic  feet  of  air  per  person  in  bedrooms.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  defiuitiou  suffices  for  all  cases,  each  case  must  be  taken  on  its 
merits. 

I  referred  in  my  report  for  1903  to  the  systematic  inspection  made  of  the  various  courts  and  terraces  of  poor  houses  in  the  town  which 
needed  attention.  During  1904  a  sub-committee  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  has  visited  with  me  39  groups  of  these  houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  but  one  registered  common  lodging  house  in  the  borough,  which  was  satisfactorily  conducted  during  the  year. 

There  are  two  other  lodging  houses  which  receive  supervision,  though  they  are  not  registered  common  lodging  houses. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  trades  in  the  town  known  to  come  under  this  legal  definition,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  about  any  offensive 
trades  during  the  year. 


COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

There  are  eight  cowsheds  within  the  borough,  and  twenty  known  dairies  and  other  shops  where  milk  is  kept  for  sale,  as  a  rule  in  small 
quantities.  The  greater  part  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  town  is  brought  in  from  the  rural  district. 

Tbe  cowsheds  within  the  borough  are  regularly  inspected,  and  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  raise  the  standard  of  some  of 
them.  The  buildings  used  for  the  purpose  are  in  many  cases  not  of  a  permanent  character,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  they  are  dilapidated.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  this  mild  climate  cows  are  very  rarely  kept  in,  and  that  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  they  are  only  taken 
in  for  milking,  consequently  very  solid  cowsheds  are  not  absolutely  necessary.  There  can,  however,  be  no  question  as  to  the  necessity  for 
absolute  cleanliness  in  and  about  the  cowsheds,  and  in  connection  with  the  work  of  milking,  and  it  is  a  lesson  which  cowkeepers  as  a  class 
are  slow  to  learn. 

Extensive  improvements  were  obtained  in  the  cowsheds  of  two  establishments  during  the  year  ;  in  one  set  of  four  sheds  the  floors  were 
newly  paved  with  impervious  material  throughout,  and  properly  drained,  new  windows  were  provided,  and  the  premises  greatly  improved 
generally  ;  another  cowshed  was  properly  paved  and  drained. 

In  three  cases  limewashing  and  cleansing  were  required  when  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  in  five  cases  both  landlords  and 
tenants  were  interviewed  with  the  object  of  securing  improvements  in  the  intermediate  surroundings  of  cowsheds. 

One  cowkeeper  was  summoned  before  the  magistrates,  and  fined  twenty  shillings  and  costs,  for  neglecting  to  keep  his  shed  clean,  and  for 
non-removal  of  manure. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  ten  lieeused  slaughter  houses  in  the  borough  which  have  been  regularly  inspectpd  during  the  year.  They  are  generally  well 
kept,  the  only  faults  found  were  defective  paving  in  one  case,  and  accumulation  of  manure  in  the  yards  of  three  others,  which  were 
remedied.  1  have  alluded  in  previous  reports  to  the  desirability  of  a  muncipal  abattoir. 

ICE  CREAM  AND  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  ten  of  these  shops,  which  have  been  inspected,  and  in  some  of'  them  improvements  in  cleanliness  have  been  required.  Also 
in  two  cases  improvements  in  yard  paving  and  drainage  were  required  and  carried  out. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Articles  of  food  were  condemned  on  four  occasions  during  the  year. 

(1)  In  May,  eight  boxes  of  haddocks,  containing  96  lbs.,  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  a  shopkeeper,  upon  being  received  in  a 

decomposing  state  ;  they  were  destroyed 

(2)  In  June,  14  cwt.  of  potatoes,  all  diseased,  were  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  destroyed  by  Magistrates’  order. 

(3)  In  August,  two  bushels  of  shrimps  unfit  for  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  destroyed. 

(4)  In  October,  a  box  of  kippers  and  a  parcel  of  bloaters  were  found  in  a  shop  in  a  mouldy  and  stinking  condition  ;  it  was  averred 

that  they  were  not  for  sale  but  to  be  thrown  away,  and  the  proprietor  was  given  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  with  a  warning  ;  the 
fish  was  destroyed. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


Under  this  Act  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the  regular  supervision  of  all  workshops  and  workplaces  iu  the  borough ;  the  factories 
come  under  the  control  of  the  Home  Office.  There  are  at  present  196  workshops  on  the  register,  comprising  , 


Bakehouses 

9  m 

..  40 

Painters  and  Plumbers 

..  9 

Basket  Makers 

,  , 

..  3 

Picture  Framers 

3 

Bicycle  Workshops  . . 

,  t 

. .  5 

Saddlers  . . 

2 

Boat  Builders 

..  3 

Ships’  Chandlers  . . 

1 

Cabinet  Makers,  Joiners,  etc. 

..  27 

Shoemakers 

..  11 

Coach  Painters  and  Builders 

..  5 

Smiths  and  Tinsmiths 

. .  15 

Confectioners 

3 

Stonemasons 

4 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  . . 

..  38 

Tailors 

..  18 

Laundries 

4 

Watchmakers 

..  2 

Machinist 

1 

Wheelwrights 

2 

A  list  is  also  kept  of  outworkers,  i.e.,  those  who  do  work  at  their  homes  for  tailors,  upholsterers,  etc.,  the, 
upon  the  list,  in  1904.  It  is  necessary  to  see  that  work  is  done  in  these  premises  under  proper  conditions  of 
made  for  prohibiting  any  work  in  houses  where  there  is  infectious  disease. 


:  were  33  such  home-workers 
cleanliness,  and  provision  is 


During  the  year  237  inspections  were  made  of  bakehouses,  workshops,  workplaces,  aud  home-workers’  premises, 
were  found,  and  remedied  :  — 


Want  of  cleanliness 
,,  ,,  ventilation 

Overcrowding 
Other  nuisances  . . 

Breach  of  special  Sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
Failure  to  affix  abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
Matters  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector,  remediable  under 
Public  Health  Acts 


27 

7 

1 

16 

2 

1 

2 


The  following  defects 


THE  GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  YEAR 

is  given  in  the  table  prepared  by  Mr.  .1.  Keeley,  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  so  far  as  it  can  be  shown  in  tabular  form.  In  it  are  included  the 
various  figures  already  given  in  the  detached  tables  relating  to  house  to  house  inspection,  and  testing  of  drains. 


Weymouth  Port  Sanitary  Authority- Dr.  R.  Palgrave  Simpson. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  as  Medical  Officer  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1904,  and  in  so  doing  have  much 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the  health  of  the  Seamen  of  the  Mercantile  Marine,  whose  ships  have  entered  the 
Authority’s  area  during  the  past  year.  I  give  below  Statistics  of  the  vessels  which  entered  Portland  Roads  during  1904. 


Number. 


Steamers  from  Foreign  . .  . .  652 

Sailing  Vessels  from  Foreign  . .  ..  51 

Steamers  Coastwise  . .  . .  247 

Sailing  Vessels  Coastwise  ..  ...  459 


Tonnage. 

806,286 

14,118 

57,516 

55,436 


Total  . .  1409 


933,356 
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Vessels  which  have  entered  Weymouth  Harbour  during  1904  . — 


Steamers  from  Foreign 

390 

a  # 

95,591 

Sailing  Vessels  from  Foreign  . . 

34 

•  • 

4.085 

Steamers  Coastwise 

395 

,  # 

89,803 

Sailing  Vessels  Coastwise 

512 

•  • 

37,924 

Total 

1331 

227,403 

Grand  Total 

2740 

1,160,759 

The  following  is  a  Return  of  Steamships  and  Sailing  Vessels  boarded  and  duly  inspected  under  Port  Sanitary  Acts  in  Portland  Roads, 
Weymouth  Roads  and  in  Weymouth  Harbour,  during  the  year  1904: — 

Number  of  Steamers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  414 

Number  of  Sailers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  187 

of  which  215  were  under  Foreign  Flags. 

Notices  served  on  Masters  to  cleanse  Closets,  Forecastles,  Cabins,  &c.  : — 

British  21.  Foreign  33. 

Water  ordered  to  be  pumped  out,  tanks  cleansed  and  fresh  water  supplied--20. 

Seamen  removed  sick  to  Hospital — 3. 

Number  of  Vessels  Disinfected  — 10. 

Bedding,  etc.,  destroyed  in  one  case. 

On  the  20tb  January  the  S.S.  “  Penelope”  arrived  at  Portland  Roads  from  Alexandria,  bound  to  Hull,  and  reported  a  man  sick  on  board 
suffering  from  diarrhoea,  but  on  examination  it  was  found  to  be  a  case  of  dysentery  and  not  of  an  infectious  nature,  and  he  was  therefore 
allowed  to  land  and  was  placed  in  the  Weymouth  Royal  Hospital. 

On  the  24th  February,  a  young  Frenchman  named  Joseph  Tregont  was  landed  at  Portland  from  the  yacht  “Erne,”  bound  from  South¬ 
ampton  to  Australia,  suffering  from  a  supposed  attack  of  Pneumonia,  but  it  subsequently  proved  to  be  a  severe  case  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  the 
Authorities  at  Portland  communicated  with  me  and  requested  his  admission  into  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  which  I  readily  agreed  to,  and 
he  entered  the  Hospital  on  the  29th  February,  but  I  regret  to  say  died  there  on  the  2nd  March. 

On  the  1 7th  March,  summoned  by  His  Majesty’s  Customs  to  visit  the  S.S.  “  Alecto,”  from  Odessa  to  Hull,  to  see  the  Captain,  Allanson 
Hick,  who  had  been  suffering  from  Diarrhoea  and  sickness  during  the  voyage  from  the  result  of  an  attack  of  Malarial  Fever  with  Bronchitis, 
from  which  be  suffered  during  his  stay  at  Odessa,  he  received  medical  attentiou  at  Malta  but  had  uot  improved  much  to  this  date;  on  exam¬ 
ination  the  patient  had  no  temperature  or  Typhoid  eruption,  aud  as  there  were  no  symptoms  of  infectious  disease,  permission  was  granted  for 
the  ship  to  proceed. 

On  the  21st  March,  was  summoned  to  see  Oscar  Andersen,  aged  24,  a  seaman  on  board  the  Brigantine  Regulator  of  Snadford,  Norway, 
bound  to  Weymouth  with  a  cargo  of  Ice.  Captain  Hausen  states  that  the  patient  did  his  work  well  until  the  15th  March  when  he  became 
very  feverish  with  a  short  dry  cough  and  blood-stained  expectoration  and  some  delirium  ;  the  case  was  found  to  be  one  of  pneumonia  and  not 
of  an  infectious  character,  and  he  was  therefore  conveyed  to  the  Weymouth  Royal  Hospital,  where  he  died  next  day. 

On  the  15th  April,  summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  in  Portland  Harbour  the  S.S.  “Gena,”  Captain  Barnard,  bound  from  Rosario 
and  St.  Nicholas  to  Leith.  The  ship  left  St.  Nicholas  on  the  10th  March  all  well  and  no  sickness  in  Port.  On  the  31st  March,  Auguste 
Johnson,  a  deck  hand,  complained  of  feeling  sick,  slight  diarrhoea  and  debility  and  inability  to  work ;  he  had  been  in  his  bunk  nearly  all  the 
time  since  and  had  been  supplied  with  slop  diet,  beef  tea,  sago,  &c.  On  examination  distinctive  eruption  of  Enteric  Fever  was  found,  and  he 
was  therefore  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  where  he  made  a  good  recovery  and  left  for  home  on  the  29th.  The  ship 
was  duly  disinfected  and  then  allowed  to  proceed  to  sea. 

On  the  26th  October,  summoned  by  H.M.  Customs,  at  midnight,  to  proceed  to  Portland  Roads  and  visit  the  S.S.  “  Cheriton,”  bound  from 
Pomeran  in  Portugal  to  Kings  Lynn,  laden  with  Pyrites.  The  vessel  was  ten  days  at  Pomeran,  and  there  was  no  infectious  disease  either  on 
board  or  in  Port,  left  on  the  20th.  For  some  days  before  leaving  the  Chief  Engineer,  William  Barrett,  complained  of  dyspepsia  with  constant 
vomiting  and  inability  to  retain  any  food;  he  did  no  duty  on  the  voyage  home  and  was  in  a  very  debilitated  condition  when  I  first  saw  him,  the 
case  was  evidently  not  of  an  infectious  nature  but  seemed  to  be  one  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  stomach  with  some  obstruction  of  the  bowels  ; 
as  he  was  quite  unfit  to  proceed  in  the  ship  I  landed  him  at  Weymouth  where  he  was  placed  in  lodgings,  but  was  subsequently  removed  to  the 
Weymouth  Royal  Hospital  where  he  died  shortly  afterwards. 

On  the  11th  December,  a  young  Scotchman  named  William  Gondie,  who  had  been  paid  off  from  the  Ketch  C.E.C.G.,  of  Jersey,  after  a 
voyage  from  St.  Malo  to  Weymouth,  with  potatoes,  was  admitted  in  the  Weymouth  Workhouse  being  too  ill  to  undertake  the  long  journey  to 
Skye.  On  examination,  I  found  him  to  be  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever,  and  I  therefore  ordered  his  removal  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital 
where  he  is  at  this  date  aud  I  trust  making  progress  towards  recovery.  I  gave  notice  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  at  Jersey  whither  the  ship 
had  proceeded  on  leaving  Weymouth,  and  also  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  here  who  visited  the  lodgings  where  the  patient  had  slept  for 
two  or  three  nights. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Hospital  and  its  surroundings  are  in  g  >oi  order  and  have  not  suffered  from  the  gales  of  the  past 
month.  The  Caretakers,  Mr.  Dodge  and  his  wife,  have  kept  all  the  Wards  in  excellent  order  and  have  been  most  prompt  in  attending  to  all 
patients  on  admission. 

I  have  as  usual  paid  visits  of  inspection  to  all  vessels  entering  Weymouth  Harbour  from  abroad,  and  have  periodically  gone  on  board  the 
Passenger  and  Cargo  Steamers  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  engaged  in  the  Traffic  between  this  Port  and  the  Channel  Islands  ;  also  the 
Excursion  Steamers  of  Messrs.  Cosens  and  Company  and  have  always  found  them  clean  and  well  cared  for  and  the  Sanitary  condition 
satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  I  may  congratulate  the  Authority  on  the  very  great  immunity  from  Zymotic  Disease  which  has  characterised  the 
past  year,  and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  careful  notification  of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  is  now  practised  throughout  the  country. 
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Wim borne— Mr.  C.  H.  Watts  Parkinson. 

Area,  nf  District ,  523  acres. 

Population ,  1891  Census  3696.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1904,  3700. 

Births ,  69  (42  males,  27  females)  18-9  per  1000  population. 

Infantile  Mortality,  per  1000  births,  29. 

Deaths  registered  only  48  or  12'9  per  1000,  but  adding  deaths  of  Wimborne  residents  occurring  outside  the  District  and  deducting  deaths 
of  non-residents  (in  the  Workhouse  and  Cottage  Hospital,  &c.,)  the  true  mortality  is  only  33,  being  at  the  unheard  of  rate  of  8“9  per  1000. 
Two  strangers  passing  through  the  Town  died  suddenly. 

Average  age  at  Death ,  67  years  and  five  months. 

Of  the  48  deaths  registered  only  9  under  60  and  34  over  65,  11  over  70,  17  over  80,  and  1  over  90. 

Six  deaths  registered  in  November  averaged  80  years  and  8  months. 

Zymotic  Death-rate,  '26  per  1000.  One  death  Enteric  Fever. 

Deaths  Registered,  48.  Infants,  “2  —  1  Debility  from  birth,  1  Bronchitis  1-5,  none  ;  5-15,  none  ;  15-25,  2  —1  Rheumatic  Fever,  l  Enteric 
Fever;  25-65,  10—1  Cancer, ;1  Broncho-pneumonia,  4  Heart  ;  Over  65,34—1  Erysipelas  pneumonia,  3  Cancer,  4  Heart,  1  Pneumonia, 
1  Bronchitis,  and  1  Brain. 

Zymotic  Diseases.- — Only  9  notifications  received  during  1904.  3  Enteric,  4  Scarlet  Fever,  and  2  Erysipelas. 

Enteric.  -  One  case,  a  fatal  one,  was  believed  to  have  arisen  from  eating  oysters,  1  case  was  of  a  mild  character  brought  to  the  Cottage 
Hospital  from  the  Country,  and  the  remaining  case  was  referred  to  an  offensive  overflow  of  sewage. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Four  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year,  one  was  brought  from  the  country  to  the  Cottage  Hospital,  and  the  others  were  probably 
also  infected  from  outside  the  District. 

Erysipelas. — Two  cases,  one  reported  in  July  wasffollowed  by  pneumonia  which  proved  fatal  six  weeks  afterwards. 

Phthisis. — No  death  from  phthisis,  or  any  form  of  tubercular  disease  reported. 

Rheumatic  Fever. — One  death  of  a  stranger  at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

Influenza. — No  death  and  no  epidemic. 

Cancer. — Four  deaths,  the  same  as  in  1903. 

The  year  1904  was  a  wonderfully  healthy  one  not  only  was  the  death  rate  lower  than  I  have  known,  but  the  infantile  mortality  was 
almost  incredible,  and  the  average  age  at  death  close  upon  the  “  three  score  years  and  ten.”  The  birth  rate  however  is  very  low  and  no 
doubt  is  due  to  the  fact  that  so  rnauy  people  come  to  this  attractive  and  healthy  town  after  their  work  is  done  to  end  their  days. 

Water  Supply. — Continues  good  and  no  complaints. 

Sewage,  Drainage  and  Excrement  Disposal.  —The  scavenging  and  flushing  of  drains  is  efficiently  done,  and  the  drainage  improved 
generally. 

Isolation  Hospital. — None  provided  except  Workhouse. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Generally  good. 

SlauyhU  r-houses,  Bake-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses. — These  are  inspected  and  in  fair  condition  generally  and  lime-washed  at  intervals, 
or  when  desired. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  are  in  fair  order  and  no  special  report  is  required. 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


Beaminster-Mr.  F.  P.  Kitson. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Beaminster  Rural  District  is  57,017  acres,  with  a  population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  of  9,180. 

Births. — The  Birth-rate  is  22-5  per  1,000  population.  The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  217.  Males,  113, 
Females,  104. 

Deaths. — The  Death-rate  is  14-1  per  1,000  population.  The  average  age  at  Death  is  40-8.  The  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  130,  57 
were  65  years  of  age  and  upwards,  four  being  over  90  years  and  18  over  80  years. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Deaths. 


Bronchitis 

Cancer 

Heart  Disease 
Phthisis 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 


15 

14 

11 

7 

5 

1 

1 


Twenty-nine  Deaths  occurred  under  one  year  of  age. 

Infant  Mortality , — The  infant  mortality  is  134-1  per  1,000  Births. 

Zymotic  Rate.— The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  -2  per  1,000  population. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  has  been  a  very  large  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  throughout  the  district  during  the  year.  Whooping 
Cough  has  been  very  general  and  schools  have  been  closed  at  Netherbury,  Melplash,  Mosterton,  Mapperton,  and  Bettiscombe. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the  year  was  36,  viz.  : — 

Diphtheria  19,  Membranous  Croup  1,  Erysipelas  two,  Scarlet  Fever  six,  Enteric  Fever  eight. 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Hooke,  at  first  among  the  children  attending  the  school,  which  was  closed,  and  the 
offices  and  water  supply  improved. 

All  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  except  at  Thorncombe,  appear  to  have  been  contracted  outside  the  district.  The  cases  at  Thorncombe 
were  due  to  defective  drains. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  scattered  over  the  district  and  did  not  spread, 

Water  Supply. — Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  taking  water  direct  from  the  springs  at  Langdon  for  the  supply  of  Beaminster,  it  is  now 
proposed  to  bore  into  the  hill,  and  I  believe  the  work  will  be  shortly  commenced. 

At  Broadwinsor  the  water  from  the  two  public  wells  has  been  analysed  and  is  not  satisfactory. 

Drainage.—  A  new  drain  has  been  laid  at  Broadwinsor. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  drainage  in  any  part  of  the  district,  but  improvements  have  been  made  at  many  places,  especially  in  the 
schools. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bridport  Rural  District  Council  for  the  use  of  their  Isolation  Hospital  and 
disinfecting  apparatus. 

Three  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  have  been  inspected  and  are  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 

I  have  nothing  to  report  relating  to  the  work  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 


Blandford— Mr.  Gi  W.  Daniel). 

Area  of  the  District. — 61,462  acres. 

Population. — (Census  1901),  8,808,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1901,  8,820. 
Births. — There  were  185  Births.  The  birth-rate  is  21-0. 

Deaths. — There  were  114  Deaths.  The  death-rate  is  12-9. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  is  86-4. 
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The  Zymotic  Mortality  is  -03. 

The  Average  Age  at  Death  is  50. 

The  Ages  at  whioh  Deaths  occurred  were  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age  .. 
Aged  1  year  and  under  5 

,,  5  years  ,,  15 

„  15  „  „  25 

>)  25  ,,  ,,  65 

,,  65  ,,  and  upwards 


The  Mortality  from  every  cause  has  been  as  follows: — 

Disease. 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  . . 

Enteric  Fever 
Influenza 
Septic  Disease 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer 

Bronchitis  . . 

Pneumonia  . . 

Pleurisy 

Premature  Birth 

Heart  Diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 


Deaths. 

16 

7 

4 

6 

28 

53 

Total  ..  114 


Deaths. 

..  ..  1 

1 

..1 

2 

1 

10 

5 

6 
9 

5 

..  ..  1 

6 

. .  . .  25 

..1 

2 

. .  38 

Total  ..  114 


Five  persons  have  died  in  the  Workhouse  and  one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  who  were  “Residents”  of  this  district.  On  the  other 
hand  two  persons  died  in  the  district  who  were  “  Residents  ”  of  other  counties.  Consequently  by  the  addition  of  four  to  the  total  number  of 
deaths,  the  corrected  death-rate  would  be  13-3. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — Notification.  During  the  year  I  received  28  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
given  in  the  form  for  that  purpose  appended  hereto  (table  3).  With  regard  to  the  cr.e  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria,  the  child  whose  age  was  four 
years,  was  removed  into  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Unfortunately  the  parents  did  not  recognise  the  serious  nature  of  the  illness,  and  did  not 
seek  medical  advice  until  the  disease  was  very  far  advanced.  I  suspected  that  the  malady  derived  its  origin  from  a  cesspit  connected 
with  a  pump  trough  by  a  pipe,  the  cesspit  having  no  ventilation. 

The  other  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  caused  by  insanitary  defects,  which  were  remedied  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

With  regard  to  the  fatal  case  of  Enteric  Fever  which  took  place  at  Spettisbury,  I  discovered  that  the  young  man  who  died  had  been 
travelling  quite  recently,  and  as  we  could  discover  no  insanitary  cause  in  the  establishment  in  which  he  resided  (The  Priory),  it  was 
impossible  to  account  for  its  origin. 

The  other  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  recovered.  The  medical  man  in  attendance  informed  me 
that  he  should  describe  it  as  continued  Fever,  rather  than  Enteric. 

A  death  took  place  at  Hilton  from  Whooping  Cough. 

With  regard  to  the  outbreaks  of  Scarlatina  at  Hilton  and  Winterborne  Kingston,  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  disease  had  existed  in 
both  these  localities,  unrecognised,  for  some  little  time.  At  both  places  I  visited  the  schools  to  inspect  the  children,  and  both  schools  were 
closed  for  several  weeks.  At  Hilton  two  cases  occurred  in  the  Dairy  House.  I  made  three  special  visits  in  this  instance,  and  with  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  took  prompt  measures  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  milk,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  for  domestic  purposes  in  the  district  is  derived  from  wells,  and  the  water  is  usually  of  a  satisfactory 
character. 

The  Excrement  Diiposal  is  with  rare  exceptions  carried  out  by  the  pail  and  dry  earth  system. 

The  Dairies  and  Bake-houses  are  all  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  is  fairly  good  on  the  whole,  in  some  instances  very  good,  improvements  are  stili  being  carried  out. 

There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 


Bridport.— Mr.  W.  A.  E.  Hay. 

Area  of  District,  30,  899  Acres. 

Population  (1901  Census)  6998.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904,  6900. 
Births. — Registered  130,  equal  to  a  rate  of  18-6  per  1000. 

Deaths.  —Registered  84,  equal  to  a  rate  of  12-01  per  1000. 
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Average  age  at  Death. — 50  years,  4  months. 

Zymotic  Rate. — -001  per  1000. 

Infant  Mortality. — 84-6 

Prevalence  of  Disease  and  Notification. — Diphtheria  5,  Erysipelas  1,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Enteric  1. 

This  is  the  lowest  number  of  Notifications  received  since  the  Act  came  into  force  in  the  District  on  December  the  1st,  1892,  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  at  Burton  Brad-dock,  and  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  soon  a^  possible  (with  the  exception  of  the  first  case, 
when  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  not  completed). 

The  Erysipelas  case  requires  no  comment. 

Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  Cases — one  occurred  at  Shipton  Gorge,  in  a  cottage  with  no  means  of  Isolation,  and  was  at  once  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  other  case  occurred  at  Wootton,  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  District,  in  a  house  with  no  other  children,  and  in  an  isolated  position  and 
in  which  isolation  and  disinfection  could  be  properly  carried  out. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  at  Morecombelake  (before  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  completed).  The  milk  showed  nothing  in  the 
Bacteriological  Analysis  to  indicate  it  being  capable  of  infecting  with  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  drinking  water  was  of  somewhat  doubtful  organic  purity,  but  on  analysis  the  organic  matter  present  was  found  to  be  due  rather  to 
vegetable  than  animal  origin.  The  open  well  was  cleaned  out  and  covered  in  which  rectified  the  impurity. 

In  the  event  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  farm  houses,  dairy  houses,  or  houses  which  supply  milk  or  butter,  none  is  allowed  to 
be  sent  out  until  the  premises  are  free  from  infection. 

Schools.— On  account  of  an  epidemic  of  Measles  at  Burton  Bradsfcock  I  advised  the  closure  of  the  Day  and  Sunday  Schools  for  three  weeks 
from  March  28th. 

On  account  of  an  epidemic  of  Measles  at  Bothenhampton  I  advised  the  closure,  of  the  Day  and  Sunday  Schools  for  three  weeks 
from  July  1st.  • 

Water  Supply. — All  new  houses  erected  in  the  District  require  a  certificate  of  Water  Supply  (suitable  and  sufficient)  before  occupation. 

Analyses  of  waters  have  been  made  in  five  cases,  and  found  unfit  for  dietetic  use  in  two. 

Analyses  of  waters  from  the  Chideock  an  1  Charmouth  supply  have  been  mads  and  both  found  excellent  for  dietetic  use. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage — Excrement  Disposal. — As  regards  Sewerage  and  Drainage,  which  is  carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  a  considerable  amount  of  useful  work  has  been  done  as  regards  ho  ise  drains,  privies,  removal  of  nuisances,  etc.,  as  seen  by 
the  return  relating  to  sanitary  work.  Excrement  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  privies — earth  closets  and  water  closets. 

Isolation  Hospital — Means  for  Disinfection,  etc. — There  is  a  fully-equipped  Isolation  Hospital,  with  four  separate  wards  and  a  Nurse 
Matron  in  charge,  an  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  patients  from  their  homes  to  the  hospital,  and  a  disinfector  on  the  premises  for  the  use 
of  Hospital  and  District. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  Sulphur  and  Formalin  Fumigation,  washing  walls, 
furniture,  etc.,  with  a  1  per  1,000  Sullimate  Solution.  The  infected  rooms  are  lime-washed,  and  all  suitable  disinfectants  supplied  by  the 
Council. 

Bed,  bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  are  disinfected  within  the  Hospital  Disinfector  if  not  destroyed. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.  — Fairly  good  and  I  consider  up  to  the  average  of  similar  Rural  Districts. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  registered  in  the  District. 

Bye-Laws. — With  respect  to  new  streets  and  buildings,  Cleansing  of  Footways,  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milks'uops,  are  in 
force  in  the  District,  aud  their  condition  reported  to  you  by  myself  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  at  your  monthly  meetings,  as  required. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — As  required  by  the  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act.  1901,1  have,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  visited  the  factories, 
and  found  their  general  condition  satisfactory.  The  Act  does  not  much  affect  the  District,  but  I  found  that  the  matters  which  pertain 
to  the  Council  as  regards  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  as  well  as  the  Sanitary  conveniences,  were  suitable  and  sufficient.  There  is  no 
registered  list  of  workshops.  The  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  was  satisfactory,  and  there  are  no  underground  ones. 


Cerne  -Mr.  E.  E.  Daiton. 


The  Area  is  4G, 744  acres.  _  .  _  _ 

The  Population  of  1901  Census  is  5,064,  and  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904  to  be  4,718. 

Births. — The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  District  was  98  (43  males  and  55  females),  this  gives  a  Birth-rate  of  20-77  per  1,000  on 

the  estimated  population  of  4,718,  which  is  a  deorease  of  3,  as  compared  with  that  of  1903.  The  average  Birth-rate  for  the  past  ten 

years  was  22-4.  The  rate  for  Rural  England  for  1904,  was  26-8  per  1,000  living.  This  shows  a  loss  of  6,  compared  with  that  of  England 

and  Wales. 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  47  (22  males  and  25  females)  I  am  pleased  to  say  this  was  a  decrease  of 
45,  as  compared  with  last  year,  and  gives  an  exceedingly  low  death-rate  of  9-9  per  1,000.  This  is  by  far  the  lowest  death-rate  during  the 
past  10  years,  the  average  for  that  time  being  14-2. 
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The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were  : — 


Of  those  over  65  years  nine 
The  various  causes  of  death 


Under  1  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Between  1  year  and  5  years  .  „  . .  . .  1 

»,  o  ,,  15  ,,  . .  . .  . .  1 

>>  15  ,,  25  ,,  . .  . .  . .  1 

,,25  ,,  65  „  ..  ..  ..  9 


Over  65  years 


27 


were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  14  were  between  80  and  90,  and  one  over  90. 
were  as  follows : — 


Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Diphtheria  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Phthisis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Other  causes  . .  . .  . .  38 


Two  inquests  were  held  and  both  on  infants.  The  deaths  certified  as  due  to  old  age  were  23. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  54-3. 

The  deaths  at  the  Workhouse  numbered  two,  as  against  12  the  previous  year,  and  the  average  age  at  death  was  86  years. 

The  death-rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1904  was  15-3. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — Under  this  head  there  were  three  deaths  during  the  year,  showing  a  death-iate  of  -63  per  1,000  persons  living,  as 
compared  with  that  of  Rural  England,  which  was  1-28  for  the  same  period. 

Infantile  Mortality.— Eight  children  died  during  the  year  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  of  81-6  per  1,000 
births  registered.  This  is  a  low  rate  when  compared  with  that  of  Rural  England  and  Wales,  which  was  125. 

Two  of  these  deaths  were  of  children  a  few  hours  old,  and  due  to  circumstances  connected  with  their  birth. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — I  received  17  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year,  and  they  were  as  follows : —Erysipelas  10, 
Diphtheria  5,  Typhoid  fever  2. 

The  Erysipelas  occurred  in  isolated  cases  in  various  parts  of  the  district;  Diphtheria,  two  cases  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Buckland 
Newton,  one  at  Sydliug  St.  Nicholas,  and  in  neither  of  these  cases  could  the  source  of  infection  be  traced,  the  other  two  cases  occurred  at 
Melcombe  Horsey,  and  the  infection  was  undoubtedly  imported  from  outside  the  district.  The  Typoid  "ever  cases  were  both  at  Sydling  St. 
Nicholas. 

School  Closing. — During  the  year  two  schools  were  closed  for  epidemic  diseases,  viz.  :  Melcombe  Horsey  School  in  January  and 
February  for  six  weeks  for  Whooping  Cough,  aud  Minterne  Magna,  one  month  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — I  append  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  district  in  all  parts 
has  received  attention,  and  I  have  no  occasion  to  call  special  attention  to  any  particular  matter  mentioned  there. 

Water  Supplies. — Thirty-five  cases  of  water  supplies  have  been  inspected,  and  eight  found  requiring  attention,  and  all  that  was 
necessary  to  be  done  to  provide  wholesome  supplies,  has  been,  and  without  having  to  take  legal  proceedings  to  enforce  same.  Several 
public  supplies  have  been  repaired,  and  put  into  a  condition  to  prevent  contamination. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — The  cottages  are  in  a  fair  condition  throughout  the  district,  and  in  only  a  few  cases  has  there  been  any 
overcrowding,  and  they  were  abated  on  receiving  notice  to  do  so. 

Slaughter-houses.  Bake-houses,  Dairies,  and  Milk  Supplies. — All  these  places  have  been  carefully  inspected  by  your  Inspector.  Notices  to 
whitewash  and  clean  have  been  given  as  required,  and  the  question  of  dairies  and  milkshops  is  still  under  consideration. 

Anthrax. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  amongst  cattle  occurred  at  Hillfieid,  and  the  police  took  every  precaution  in  burning  and  burying 
the  bodies  as  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. — These  Acts  do  not  apply  much  to  this  Rural  District,  as  workshops  are  few  and  consist  of 
dressmakers,  blacksmiths,  and  carpenters’  shops,  and  bakehouses  of  which  none  are  underground,  and  none  are  overcrowded,  and  at  present 
I  consider  the  accommodation  arrangements  satisfactory. 


Dorchester  (Eastern),  Dr.  E.  J.  Day. 

This,  my  Annual  Report  for  1904,  is  by  far  the  most  satisfactory  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  since  my  appointment  some 
27  years  ago,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  details.  I  purpose  taking  the  various  items  much  in  the  same  order  as  in  previous  years  for 
the  sake  of  comparison  : — 

Area  of  District. — The  area  is  27,413  acres,  (when  the  Borough  of  Dorchester  was  extended  in  1900,  1,082  acres  were  added  to  it  from 
this  Sanitary  Division,  also  the  Workhouse). 

Population,  dtc.— At  the  1901  census  the  population  was  3,895,  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  926,  giving  an  average  of  four  persons  to 
a  house.  The  average  decrease  from  the  census  of  1891  to  that  of  1901  was  no  less  than  105  per  annum;  at  the  time  I  gave  the  particulars 
of  each  village,  if  this  decrease  continued  up  to  1904  the  population  would  be  only  8,580,  but  reckoning  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  since 
1901  census  it  would  be  3,981.  Now  taking  into  consideration  the  cottages  that  have  been  built  of  late  years,  the  population  cannot  be  less 
than  4,000  in  my  estimation. 
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Births. — The  total  number  of  births  was  73,  against  95  in  1903,  61  in  1902,  96  in  1901, 110  in  1900,  133  in  1899, 127  in  1898,  127  in  1897, 
128  in  1896,  134  in  1895,  119  in  1894,  116  in  1893,  and  130  in  1892,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  18-2  per  1,000  (that  for  England  and  Wales  in  1904 
being  27-9)  this  was  • 5  per  1,000  lower  than  it  was  in  1903,  and  lower  than  any  other  year  on  record,  compared  with  the  average  for  the  10 
years  1894 — 1903  shows  a  decrease  of  1-3  per  1,000,  this  is  reckoning  England  and  Wales  as  over  33  million — the  population  of  the 
United  Kingdom  being  however  over  42  millions. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  29,  but  to  this  number  must  be  added  seven  more  who  died  outside  this  district- 
even  thi3  only  makes  a  death-rate  of  nine  per  1,000,  against  3 1-4  per  1,000  in  1904,  being  16'2,  and  for  England  and  Wales  less  the  218 
towns  it  was  15-3. 

The  average  Age  at  Death  was  48,  the  same  as  in  1903,  against  46  in  1902,  44  in  1901,  and  47  in  1900.  The  following  is  the  death- 
rate  since  my  appointment  in  1878  : — 


1878 

174 

1879 

22-2 

1880 

17-2 

1881 

15-4 

1882 

15 

1883 

16-4 

1884 

12-4 

1885 

16-5 

1886 

15-8 

1887 

11-8 

1888 

17 

1889 

10-9 

1890 

10-8 

1891 

12-6 

1892 

14-2 

1893 

11-6 

1894 

11-8 

1895 

13-8 

1896 

14.3 

1897 

13-6 

1898 

9-8 

1899 

12-4 

1900 

10-1 

1901 

14-1 

1902 

17 

1903 

11-4 

1904 

9 

The  above  remarks  concerning  the  average  decrease  of  105  per  annum  of  population  must  be  taken  into  account  when  considering  the  death 
rates  above  given,  also  the  birth-rate.  The  following  are  particulars  of  the  seven  deaths  which  occurred  outside  this  division  amongst 
persons  belonging  thereto  : — 


Sex. 

Age. 

Former  Residence. 

Cause. 

F. 

62 

Athelhampton 

brain  disease 

M. 

35 

West  Knighton 

epilepsy 

F. 

46 

tl 

»» 

M. 

74 

Dewlish 

old  age 

M. 

79 

Tolpuddle 

M 

F. 

80 

Puddletown 

>> 

F. 

16 

Tincleton 

brain  disease 

No  death  was  due  to  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Croup,  Typhus  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Influenza,  Cholera,  Plague, 
Diarrhoea,  Puerperal  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Pneumonia,  nor  Pleurisy.  The  principal  causes  of  the  deaths  were  Heart  Disease  eight,  Cancer  three. 
Bronchitis  and  Phthisis  two  each — giving  a  Cancer  death-rate  of  -75  against  -87  for  the  borough  of  Dorchester,  this  is  very  much  lower  than 
in  the  neighbouring  county  of  Somerset — said  to  have  the  highest  death-rate  from  this  disease  in  the  whole  of  England,  the  Cancer  death- 
rate  of  Yeovil  is  13  per  1,000.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  two  cases  were  deaths  from  Consumption.  The  following  table  is  that  of 
the  death-rate  and  analysis  of  mortality. 


Death-rate 

Principal 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 

per  1,000. 

Zymotic 

Fever 

Cough. 

1  year  of  age 

Diseases. 

per  1,000 

Columns  3  to 

9 

births 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

England  &  Wales,  1904 

16-2 

1-9 

•01 

•36 

•11 

•17 

•34 

.09 

•86 

146 

76  Great  Towns 

17-2 

2-49 

•01 

•47 

•12 

•19 

•4 

•1 

1-2 

160 

142  Smaller  Towns 

.  # 

15.6 

2-02 

.03 

•36 

•01 

•16 

•35 

•1 

•89 

154 

England  and  Wales 
less  218  towns 

15-8 

1-28 

.01 

•23 

•09 

.14 

.27 

.08 

.46 

125 

This  Division,  1896 

,  , 

14-3 

3-1 

•54 

1-9 

•54 

•18 

140 

„  1897 

.  . 

13-6 

•16 

•16 

107 

„  1898 

#  # 

9-6 

•16 

•16 

31 

„  1899 

,  . 

12-4 

•3 

•3 

112 

„  1900 

,  , 

10-1 

nil 

90 

„  1901 

,  , 

14-1 

•52 

•26 

•26 

104 

,.  1902 

,  , 

17 

•52 

•26 

•26 

97 

„  1903 

.  , 

11.4 

nil 

126 

„  1904 

•  • 

9 

•25 

•25 

81 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  ’25  per  1,000  against  nil  in  1903 — this  slight  raising  of  the  rate  was  due  to  one  death 
from  Whooping  Cough— an  infant  aged  19  months.  The  following  are  particulars  of  three  deaths  of  importance  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view  : — 


(Six  in  1903,  12  in  1902,  and  10  in  1901). 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause. 

Puddletown 

M. 

34 

Phthisis. 

Burleston 

M. 

26 

ft 

Stinsford 

F. 

19  months 

Pertussis 

Infant  Mortality. — The  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  births  registered)  was  81  against 
126  in  1903,  this  is  very  satisfactory  (the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  no  less  than  146). 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  the  six  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age, 

Cause. 

Broadmayne 

M 

Five  days 

Convulsions 

Puddletown 

M 

Six  montiis 

Bronchitis 

Burleston 

F 

Four  days 

Convulsions 

West  Knighton 

F 

Six  months 

» * 

Athelhampton 

F 

15  days 

Debility 

West  Knighton 

M 

One  month 

tt 

Child  Mortality. — The  rate  of  child  mortality  measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  over  one  year  of  age,  but  under  five  years 
per  1,000  births  was  only  13-6  —  against  10-5  in  1903,  and  65  in  1902. 

Infectious  Illness. — The  following  two  cases  of  infectious  illness  were  notified  : — Against  five  in  190#  and  10  in  1902  : — 

Date.  Sex.  Age.  Locality.  Disease. 

January  21  F  22  Puddletown  Erysipelas 

March  17  F  28  Tolpuddle 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  quite  up  to  the  average  of  rural  districts,  I  had  no  oocasion  to  analyze  any  sample  of  drinking 
water. 

Earth  Closets. — Moule’s  earth  system  is  greatly  used,  and  is  as  a  whole  satisfactory. 

Isolation.  —  There  is  no  means  of  isolating  any  infectious  case;  for  the  Town  Council  decline  to  admit  any  cases  from  the  Rural  Districts 
because  their  hospital  only  contains  four  beds,  consequently  auy  case  arising  must  be  dealt  with  on  the  spot — then  there  will  be  a  great 
danger  of  spreading  the  disease,  as  there  is  no  proper  means  of  isolating  and  treating  infectious  illness  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor — many 
having  no  fire-places  in  the  bedrooms.  A  few  cottages  have  beeu  built  during  the  year. 

The  Slaughter-houses  aud  Bake-houses  have  been  whitewashed  regularly. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses  in  this  district. 

Factory  Act. — The  Factory  Act  does  not  effect  this  divisiou  veiy  much,  there  being  but  seven  workshops  and  five  workplaces,  it  has  not 
been  found  necessary  either  to  send  any  written  notices  nor  to  prosecute  anyone  ;there  are  no  outworkers.  No  defects  were  found  on  the  premises. 

Bake-houses. — There  are  only  six  bake-houses  in  the  division  none  of  which  are  underground. 

General  Remarks. — Mr.  Maltby,  C.E.,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  ably  helped  me  in  the  various  duties.  Comparing  this  year  with  others, 
the  chief  matters  for  congratulation  are 

Death-rate  only  nine  per  1.000  against  ll-4  in  1903,  and  17  in  1902  (the  average  for  the  past  10  years  being  12-8)  this  is  by  far  the 
lowest  death-rate  recorded. 

Only  two  cases  of  infectious  illness  were  notified  (both  were  Erysipelas,  but  in  separate  localities).  Against  five  in  1903,  and  10  in  1902. 

Probably  this  is  one  of  the  healthiest — if  not  the  healthiest — districts  in  the  whole  county  of  Dorset. 


Dorchester  (Western)  Mr.  W  Rendall. 

Area  of  Division,  37,045  acres. 

Population,  1901  Census,  5,497.  Estimated  to  middle  of<S1904,  6,082. 

Births. — The  Births  registered  were  103,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  18-5  per  1,000.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  being 

19. 

Deaths. — The  Deaths  registered  were  116,  and  of  this  number  62  occurred  at  the  County  Asylum,  amongst  persons  not  belonging  to  this 
division,  and  should  be  left  out  in  estimating  the  normal  death-rate.  This  would  give  a  death-rate  of  8-8  per  1,000. 

Including  the  62  deaths,  the  death-rate  is  19-07  per  1,000. 

The  average  death-rate  for  the  preceding  10  years,  including  the  Asylum  deaths  is  19,  leaving  them  out  —10. 

The  average  Age  at  Death  of  the  54  deaths  belonging  to  this  division  is  51.  The  average  age  of  the  62  non-residents  which  ocourred  at 
the  Asylum,  is  53  years  10  months. 

Zymotic  Death-rate  nil. 

Cause  of  Death. — Of  the  54  deaths  which  occurred  in  this  division : — 

12  are  due  to  Heart  Disease. 

Six  to  Phthisis. 

Three  to  Bronchitis. 

Two  to  Pneumonia. 

Three  to  Cancer. 

One  to  Premature  Birth. 

One  to  Accident. 

One  to  Suicide. 

25  to  other  causes. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Eleven  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  80-8  per  1,000  births  registered. 

Infectious  Sickness. — Only  two  cases  have  been  notified  to  me  during  the  year.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Littlebredy,  and  one  oase 
of  Erysipelas  at  Martinstown. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  had  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  most  of  the  villages  during  the  year,  and  in 
consequence  it  has  been  necessary  to  close  some  of  the  village  schools. 
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Water  Supply. —  Good  generally  and  abundant. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  and  a  detailed  account  of  the  matters  dealt 
with  is  appended. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses. — There  is  no  overcrowding,  the  supply  of  cottages  beiug  more  than  sufficient  for  the  population,  but  the 
cleanliness  of  the  cottages,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  people  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Supplies  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  steps  taken  to  keep  them  as  clean  as  possible,  but  I  do  not  regard  them  as 
•atisfactory. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  during  the  year  22  inspections  have  been  made,  and  in  only  two  instances  was  it  necessary  to  serve 
notices  with  regard  to  cleanliness. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  found  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Where  necessary 
improvements  have  been  recommended  and  carried  out. 

General  Remarks. — This  year  has  been  marked  by  an  absence  of  Zymotic  disease,  and  in  addition,  the  birth-rate  is  up  to  the  average, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  the  lowest  I  have  ever  recorded — three  very  important  points,  which  are  highly  satisfactory,  and  speak  well  for 
the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  division. 


Poole— Mr.  J.  R  Philpots. 


The  area  of  the  whole  district  is  18,853  acres,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Population. — Census  1901,  4779. 


Canford 

Kiuson 

Lytchett  Miuster 
Lytchett  Matravers 


7,679 

4,714 

3,173 

3,287 


The  population  of  the  whole  district  for  1904  was  4,970,  being  an  increase  of  79. 


Inhabited  Houses. — The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  census  of  1901  was  1,083  ;  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
being  five. 


The  general  Death-rate  was  13-7  per  1000. 

The  Infantile  death-rate  was  114-7  per  1,000  births  registered. 

Zymotic  death-rate. — 1  per  1,000. 

The  average  age  at  death  vvas  42-3. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Twenty-five  cases  were  notified,  with  two  deaths.  Sixteen  in  Canford,  seven  in  Kinson,  and  one  in  Lytchett  Miuster. 
The  cases  in  Canford  were  almost  entirely  confined  to  one  block  of  cottages  in  the  village.  The  drain  at  the  back  of  the  premises  was  found 
to  be  very  defective,  and  all  the  tenants  complained  of  a  bad  smell  from  it.  Isolation  and  disinfection  were  thoroughly  carried  out.  One 
case  was  removed  to  the  Hospital.  It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  school  during  August,  September,  and  a  part  of  October. 
The  schoolhouse  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  white-washed. 

Diphtheria. — Two  eases  were  notified;  one  in  Canford  and  one  in  Lytchett  Miuster.  Both  cases  were  traced  to  infection  outside  the 
district.  One  died.  In  each  instance  the  premises  were  disinfected. 


Membranous  Croup.  —One  case  occurred  in  Lytchett  Minster. 

Water  supply. — Several  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the  quality  of  water  at  Broadstone.  The  same  conditions  as  regards  source 
and  distribution  exist  as  in  1903. 


Sewerage  and  drainage. — In  this  district  there  is  neither. 

Excrement  disposal. —  Is  mainly  carried  out  by  cesspools  and  the  dry  earth  system. 

Isolation  Hospital  is  under  the  control  of  the  Branksome  Urban  District  Council.  Seven  cases  were  admitted  from  this  district  during 
the  year.  The  average  stay  for  each  person  was  39  days.  Houses,  rooms,  &c.  are  now  disinfected  with  formalin. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Very  few  cases  of  insanitary  dwellings  were  reported.  These  were  dealt  with  by  the  Inspector. 
Slaughter  and  Bake-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  on  the  whole  in  good  condition. 


Shaftesbury— Mr.  J.  Duncan  Walker. 

Area  of  district.-—  41,105  acres. 

Population. —  (1901  census),  10,928. 

Occupation. — Principally  agricultural. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  229,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  20’95  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  number 
of  births  and  rate  per  1,000  for  the  previous  five  years  were  as  follows : — 


Year. 

1903 

Number. 

238 

Rate  per  1 
21-6 

1902 

240 

21-96 

1901 

230 

21 

1900 

241 

20-36 

1899 

214 

18-40 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1904,  Shaftesbury  (Rural)  continued. 


The  number  of  births  in  the  different  districts  were  as  follows :  — 

Shaftesbury  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Fontmell  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  40 

Gillingham  ..  ..  ..  ..  139 

Total  229 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the  whole  Rural  District  was  136  (66  males  and  70  females),  giving  a  death-rate  of 
12-45  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  following  is  the  number  and  death-rate  for  the  previous  five  years  : — 


Year. 

1903 

Number. 

148 

Rate  per  1,000 
13-54 

1902 

159 

14-90 

1901 

159 

14-90 

1900 

132 

1114 

1899 

145 

12-46 

The  deaths  registered  for  the  various  months  of  1904  were  as  follows 

Month. 

No. 

Month. 

No. 

January 

13 

July 

13 

February 

16 

August 

6 

March 

16 

September 

4 

April 

13 

October 

12 

May 

18 

November 

10 

June 

6 

December 

9 

The  number  of  deaths  in  each  district  were  as  follows 

Shaftesbury 

— 

33 

Fontmell 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

22 

Gillingham 

•  • 

.  . 

81 

Total  136 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Influenza 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents 
Suicide 
Senile  Decay 
All  other  causes 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  is  as  follows  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 
1  year  and  under  5 
5  , ,  , ,  3  5  .  • 

15  ,,  ,,  25  •  • 

25  ,,  ,,65 

65  years  and  upwards  . . 


Organs 


1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

11 

15 

7 

1 

1 

23 

1 

1 

20 

43 


11 

5 

8 

3 

37 

72 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse  was  12.  The  ages  of  these  were  75,  75,  77,  81,  82,  57,  80,  64,  73,  71,  73  years  and  a 
child  of  four  months.  Excluding  the  child  of  four  months  the  average  age  of  the  others  would  be  75-27  years. 

The  average  age  at  death  for  the  whole  District  is  56-54. 


Infantile  mortality. — That  is  children  dying  under  1  year,  has  been  11  as  compared  with  22  in  1903,  and  gives  an  infantile  death-rate  of 
48-03  per  1,000  births  registered.  The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  17‘6. 

Prevalence  of  disease. — The  general  health  of  the  District  throughout  the  year  may  be  considered  to  have  been  good,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  compare  favourably  with  any  year  for  the  past  ten  except  1900,  when  the  number  of  deaths  was  132,  or  four  less  than  the  present 
year. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  has  been  very  low,  only  two  having  occurred,  one  from  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Typhoid  Fever. 

Notification  of  Infections  diseases.-—  22  Cases  in  all  were  notified  during  the  year,  namely,  four  from  Diphtheria,  10  from  Erysipelas, 
six  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  two  from  Enteric  Fever. 


Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  have  been  inspected  frequently  throughout  the  year 
condition. 


and  have  always  been  found  in  a  satisfactory 
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Isolation  Hospital.  —The  Board  rent  a  cottage  on  Fowel  Hill  which  they  can  at  any  time  use  for  infectious  cases. 
Anthrax. — One  case  occurred  in  the  District  and  was  buried  in  accordance  with  Anthrax  Orders. 

This  my  annual  report,  compares  most  favourably  with  previous  years. 


Sherborne— Mr.  W.  H.  Williams 

Area  of  the  district.  —37,482  acres. 

Population.—  (Census  1901),  5,783  ;  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904,  5,964. 

Occupation. — Agricultural  and  glove-making. 

Births. — During  the  year  1904,  120  births  have  been  registered  in  the  District  (63  males  and  57  females),  being  exactly  the  same  number 
as  last  year. 

Heaths.—  Seventy  deaths  have  been  registered  (33  males  and  37  females),  being  eleven  mote  than  last  year,  making  an  increase  of 
population  during  the  year  of  50.  This  gives  a  Birth-rate  of  20-12,  and  a  Death-rate  of  11-73  per  thousand  population. 

The  average  age  at  death  is  43-57. 

Prevalence  of  disease,  tfre. — There  have  been  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  Nineteeu  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
occurred  at  Bradford  Abbas,  four  at  Wyke,  six  at  Ryme,  eighteen  at  Yetminster,  for  which  epidemics  the  Elementary  Schools  were  closed  in 
the  various  parishes  for  some  weeks.  No  death  occurred  during  any  epidemic.  There  have  been  twelve  deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  nine 
from  Bronchitis,  two  from  Phthisis,  two  from  Influenza,  six  from  Cancer,  and  two  the  results  of  accidents. 

Twenty-three  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years  (nine  males  and  fourteen  females).  Of  these  one  female  reached 
the  age  of  93  years,  and  twelve,  viz. :  five  males  and  seven  females  exceeded  80  years. 

Infantile  mortality . — Six  of  the  deaths  were  under  one  year,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  50  per  thousand  births.  This  is  the 
lowest  rate  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Age  at  death. — The  following  table  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  throughout  the  District : — 


Under  1  year  of  age  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Over  1  aud  under  5  ..  ..  ..  7 

„  5  „  15 .  1 

>,  15  „  25 .  1 

,,25  „  65  ..  ..  ..  ..  23 

From  65  upwards  ..  ..  ..  ..  32 


Total  70 


Prevalence  of  disease. — The  Notification  Act  adopted  in  March,  1890,  continues  to  work  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  49  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  were  reported,  viz. :  47  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  case  of  Diphtheria  and  one  case  of  Erysipelas.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
at  Wyke  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  Scarlet  Fever  in  Bradford  Abbas,  Wyke,  Yetminster  and  Ryme  was  of  a  mild  character 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

At  the  end  of  1903  I  reported  to  you  that  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  the  parish  of  Ryme  and  I  detailed  the  Sanitary  defects 
in  the  cottages  aud  the  alterations  that  I  considered  necessary.  These  recommendations  have  been  carried  out  entirely  to  my  satisfaction, 
and  the  cottages  are  now  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  Zymotic  rate  for  the  year  1904  is  8-21  per  thousand  population. 

The  Infectious  Hospital  which  you  have  erected  in  conjunction  with  the  Urban  District  Council  is  not  so  useful  as  it  should  be,  as  it  has 
not  the  necessary  equipment.  There  is  no  accommodation  for  a  Caretaker  or  a  Nurse,  and  consequently  when  an  infectious  case  occurs  and 
the  Hospital  is  required  it  takes  some  four  days  to  get  it  in  working  order.  A  Caretaker  has  to  be  found,  a  Nurse  engaged,  and  the  Wards  and 
bedding  have  to  be  aired  and  got  in  readiness  for  the  patient.  This  is  a  grave  difficulty  which  I  trust  you  will  endeavour  to  remedy  without 
delay. 

As  there  is  no  sleeping  accommodation  for  either  Caretaker  or  Nurse,  one  of  the  two  Wards  has  to  be  utilized  for  them,  and  so  only  one 
ward  is  available  for  patients.  I  would  strongly  urge  that  a  cottage  be  built  without  delay  and  a  permanent  Caretaker  installed  who  would 
keep  the  Hospital  ready  for  use  at  a  moment’s  notice.  An  apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  aud  clothing  is  provided. 

Water  supply.—  This  is  in  the  same  condition  as  in  former  years,  and  there  has  been  no  deficiency  this  year. 

Pollution  of  Ftiver. — The  Yeo  is  still  polluted  at  Darkhole  by  the  Sherborne  untreated  effluent,  but  the  JJrban  District  Council  have  still 
this  matter  under  their  consideration. 

Sewerage,  Drainage  and  Excrement  Disposal. — Three  houses  have  been  supplied  with  new  drains.  In  two  houses  the  drains  have  been 
repaired. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Two  new  houses  have  been  erected  in  Purse  Caundle. 

Two  houses  have  been  pulled  down  in  Ryme  Intrinsica.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported.  T*wenty-five  houses  have  been 
disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 


Sturminster— Dr  J.  Comyns  Leach. 

Area  of  the  district. — 39,342  acres. 

Population. — (1901  Census),  8,804  ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1903,  8,670. 
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Deaths.—  The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  during  the  year  1904  amounted  to  109  as  compared  with  the  decennial  average 
140.  Of  these  44  were  males  and  65  females. 

Death-rate. — This  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  of  the  District  for  1901  was  12  5  per  1 ,000  persons  living,  the  lowest  yet  recorded, 
the  decennial  average  being  15-5  per  1,000,  the  same  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  162,  or  taking  the  rural  districts  of 
England  and  Wales  only,  it  was  15-3,  so  that  we  are  nearly  4-0  pei  1,000  less  than  those  similar  districts.  I  may  add  that  in  1882  the  average 
rate  for  the  eight  previous  years,  being  the  first  eight  years  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  was  18-5.  Of  the  109  deaths,  47  were  over  65  years 
of  age,  12  under  one  year,  and  50  between  these  ages. 

Average  age  at  death. — This  was  50-5  years,  whilst  the  decennial  average  is  just  under  50. 

Births. — The  births  registered  during  1904  were  164  (75  being  males  and  89  females),  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  being  209. 

Birth-rate. — This  works  out  at  18-8  per  1,000  persons  living,  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  The  decennial  average  being  23-2,  and  that  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  27-9. 

Natural  increase  of  population.— This  is  the  amount  by  which  the  births  exceed  the  deaths,  and  for  1904  was  45,  69  being  the  average 
for  the  preceding  ten  years.  It  is  a  statistic  of  but  little  value  as  this  would  make  it  seem  as  if  our  population  was  increasing  at  the  rate  of 
690  between  the  censuses,  when  actually  there  was  a  decrease  of  650. 

Infantile  mortality.  —  This  rate  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  (12)  to  births  registered  was  for  1904,  72-0 
per  1,000  births  ;  last  year  it  was  101-2  and  the  decennial  average  95-6,  a  fairly  good  drop.  The  same  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  was  146,  and,  for  the  rural  portion,  125  per  1,000  births. 

Zymotic  mortality. — This  was  also  very  low  in  1904,  only  three  deaths  being  attributed  to  these  diseases,  giving  a  rate  of  -34  per  1,000 
persons  living.  The  same  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  1-94,  and  for  the  rural  portion  1-28.  Of  these  deaths  two  were  cases 
of  Measles,  and  one  of  Diphtheria,  of  the  cases  of  Measles  one  occurred  at  Child  Okeford  and  was  complicated  with  Acute  Broncho-Pneumonia, 
and  the  other,  a  child  of  two  years  at  Stalbridge,  with  Bronchitis  as  a  complication.  The  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Child 
Okeford  and  was  aggravated  by  drinking  water  which  on  analysis  was  found  to  be  highly  polluted. 

Notification  of  infectious  diseases. — Eighteen  cases  in  all  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz.  :  10  of  Diphtheria  four  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
three  of  Erysipelas,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  10  cases  of  Diphtheria,  six  were  notified  in  Child  Okeford,  and  one  in  Shillingstone 
(these  seven  cases  arose  from  a  case  introduced  into  Child  Okeford  by  a  lad  from  the  “  Boscawen,”  home  on  leave) ;  one  at  Sturminster,  one 
at  Manston  (attributed  to  bad  drinking  water),  and  one  at  Ibberton  (introduced  from  Fontmell  Magna).  All  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  one  family  at  Weston,  Stalbridge,  but  its  origin  could  not  be  traced.  The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  that  of  a  soldier  at  Hinton 
home  on  furlough  and  bringing  the  disease  with  him. 

Phthisis.— Only  four  cases  were  registered  from  Consumption  during  the  year,  a  great  diminution  from  30  years  ago,  when,  in  this 
District,  the  average  of  the  first  eight  years  was  19.  I  must  again  quote  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  who,  two  years  ago,  said,  “  The  decline 
in  the  mortality  from  Consumption  observed  during  the  last  60  years  has  been  traceable  to  subsoil  drainage,  to  sanitary  reforms,  to  increased 
cleanliness,  personal  and  domestic,  to  better  food,  and  to  the  improved  conditions  of  life  generally.” 

Cot  oner's  Inquests. — Seven  inquests  were  held  in  this  District  during  thejyear  and  the  following  verdicts  returned: — Natural  causes  2, 
Accidents  2,  and  Suicides  3. 

Uncertificated  Deaths. — Four  deaths  were  uncertificated  and  the  following  were  given  as  the  probable  causes  of  death  : — Convulsions  two, 
Chronic  Bi  ain  Disease  one,  and  Heart  Disease  one. 

Water  supplies.—  Since  my  last  Report  much  progress  has  been  made  with  the  preliminaries  of  the  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  a 
defined  area  of  the  parish  of  Sturminster,  including  the  Town,  Common,  Newton,  and  Glue  Hill.  The  engineer  appointed  (Mr.  Cyrus  Coombs, 
of  Tisbury)  is  preparing  the  plans,  all  the  levels  having  been  taken,  and  we  now  await  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  therefore  before  the  time  arrives  for  the  presentation  of  my  next  report  the  work  will  be  well  in  hand, 

(Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Pitt-Rivers,  the  proprietor  of  the  water  and  the  land  through  which  the  pipes  are  mainly  to  be  laid,  has 
intervened  with  a  condition  which  has  not  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Parish  Council,  hence  a  delay  has  occurred,  and  it  is  to  be  feared, 
that,  if  this  condition  is  insisted  upon,  it  will  overthrow  the  whole  scheme,  but  it  is  even  yet  hoped  that  wiser  counsels  will  prevail). 

Schools  have  been  closed  in  consequence  of  epidemics  of  Measles  in  the  following  parishes,  Sturminster  including  Bagber,  Lydlinch,  and 
Stalbridge,  and,  in  consequence  of  Diphtheria,  in  Child  Okeford. 

Factory  Acts. — One  case  of  overcrowding  under  the  Factory  Acts  in  the  town  of  Sturminster  Newton  has  been  reported  upon 
and  satisfactorily  abated  ;  no  other  case  has  arisen  under  these  Acts  in  this  District  calling  for  interference. 

Sanitary. — By  your  Inspector’s  book  I  find  that  in  all,  28  nuisances  have  been  brought  to  your  notice,  and  all  remedied  or  abated  with¬ 
out  resource  to  legal  proceedings.  Disinfection  after  infectious  disease  has  been  carried  out  by  your  Inspector  in  four  cases. 

I  have  during  the  year  made  myself  acquainted  as  far  as  possible  with  the  conditions  likely  to  affect  the  public  health  in  the  District. 

General  remarks.-  The  past  year,  as  shown  in  the  foregoing  Report,  has  been  very  satisfactory  from  a  health  point  of  view ;  we  have  had 
the  loweet  death-rate  on  record,  a  very  low  zymotic  death-rate,  and  a  low  infantile  mortality,  the  birth-rate,  however,  steadily  declines,  as  is 
the  case  in  most  rural  districts,  and  is  the  one  unsatisfactory  statistic  for  the  year. 


Wareham-Mr  K  J  Courtenay 

Area. — The  district  comprises  93,098  acres. 

Population. — The  population  according  to  the  CenBus  of  1901  was  10,574,  and  to  the  middle  of  1904  is  estimated  at  10,500 — a  gradual 
reduction. 

Births. — There  were  238  births  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  18  on  last  year,  giving  a  rate  of  22-6  per  1,000  compared  with  20  08  in 
1903. 

Deaths. — There  were  134  deaths  registered,  including  four  which  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  giving  a  death-rate  of  12-7  per  1,000 — a 
slight  reduction  on  1903,  when  the  rate  was  13-3  per  1,000. 
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Zymotic  Disease. — Seven  deaths  occurred  from  Zymotic  Disease 

Infant  Mortality  .--There  were  19  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year,  the  same  as  last  year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  79-8  per  1,000  births 
registered. 

General. — Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  Malignant  Disease- — an  increase  of  five  on  last  year.  I  am  sorry  to  say  Malignant  Disease  is  in¬ 
creasing  in  this  district.  Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  disease — a  reduction  of  three  on  last  year.  The  open  air 
treatment  has  been  very  beneficial  in  this  disease  in  many  cases. 


The  following  were  the  other  causes  of  death  : — 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Typhoid  . .  -  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Suicide  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Croup  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  1 

Accidents  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  8 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Premature  Birth  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Enteritis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  2 

Diphtheria . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Influenza  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Of  the  accidental  deaths  three  were  from  drowning,  two  from  suffocation,  one  fractured  ribs  and  thigh,  one  falling  over  cliff,  one  from 
burns. 

Notification. — I  received  41  certificates  under  the  notification  of  Diseases  Act,  a  great  increase  on  last  year  owing  to  an  epidemic  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  viz.,  24  from  Scarlet  Fever,  eight  from  Erysipelas,  six  from  Diphtheria,  and  three  from  Enteric  Fever. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  was  probably  brought  from  Dorchester.  12  cases  occurred  in  the  Bere  Regis  district,  11  in  the  Wareham  district,  and 
one  in  the  Swanage  district.  It  first  made  its  appearance  at  Stoke  in  a  most  malignant  form,  one  death  occurring.  Four  malignant  cases 
were  moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  one  case  from  Bere  Regis  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  the  Workhouse.  Two  deaths  occurred  at 
Bere  Regis. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  occurred  at  Stoborough,  due  in  my  opinion  to  defective  drainage.  One  case  at  Tadnoll  Mills  proved  fatal,  being 
complicated  with  Pneumonia. 

Water  Supply. — In  most  parts  the  supply  is  fairly  satisfactory  and  improvements  are  being  made  whenever  possible. 

Sewage  and  Drainage. — There  is  no  regular  system  of  drainage  in  any  part  of  the  district.  Vault  privies  have  been  converted  to  the 
earth  system  as  opportunities  have  occurred. 

Cottage  Accommodation. — A  great  improvement  is  still  to  be  desired. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  and  Dairies.—  All  these  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  state.  Improvements  are  being  made  each  year,  but  in 
the  Dairies  there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement. 

General. — I  have  made  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  paid  special  visits  when  necessary.  I 
am  glad  to  report  we  are  now  building  a  housekeeper’s  cottage  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Council  have  purchased  an  ambulance  van 
which  was  greatly  needed.  I  have  condemned  two  cottages — one  at  Gorefields,  partly  to  the  house  being  unsafe  and  to  overcrowding,  the 
second  at  Studland  because  the  roof  was  unsafe  and  the  interior  insanitary.  A  drain  at  Worth  Matravers  has  been  put  in  order  and  is  a 
great  improvement.  I  condemned  the  water  supply  at  Keysworth  Faim,  and  the  agent  is  about  to  rectify  it.  The  sanitary  condition  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  more  satisfactory. 


Weymouth— Mr.  W.  Hawkins. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  30,521  acres. 

Population,  7,884,  according  to  the  census  of  1901,  and  is  not  much  increased  at  the  present  time. 

The  district  lies  near  the  sea,  and  is  in  an  undulating  valley  with  low  hills,  on  the  South  side  of  a  range  of  chalk  hills  from  400  to  60ff 
feet  high.  From  these  hills  flow  streams  of  good  water,  aud  on  the  streams  several  of  the  villages  are  situated. 

Births.  —The  number  of  births  for  the  year  is  209,  giving  a  rate  of  26-5  per  thousand. 

The  average  age  at  death  of  persons  living  in  the  district  was  42  years.  This  would  be  much  higher  if  Infants  living  only  one  month 
were  not  counted. 

Zymotic  blortality. — There  were  three  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease:  one  from  measles,  one  from  whooping  cough,  and  one  from 
diarrhoea, — giving  the  Zymotic  death  rate  of  -3  per  thousand. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  20  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  95-2  for  every  thousand  of  births  registered. 
Prevalence  of  disease  and  notification. — This  has  been  a  healthy  year — only  nine  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  : 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  .  .  4 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Puerperal  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Diphtheria  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Enteric  Fever  . .  . .  . .  1 

This  is  an  unusually  small  number. 
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There  was  a  mild  case  of  enteric  fever  at  Galton,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be  traced  ;  the  water  supply  was  analysed  and  found  to  be 
good,  but  there  had  been  one  or  two  similar  cases  in  the  neighbouring  sanitary  district  which  may  have  had  some  connection  with  it. 

Disinfectants  were  freely  used,  and  the  excreta  carefully  treated  with  carbolic  acid  and  lime. 

Water  Supply.—  This  is  generally  good,  but  at  Bincombe  there  is  still  a  scarcity,  and  at  Mr.  Cake’s  farm,  water  has  to  be  fetched  lialf-a- 
mile  in  barrels.  Below  the  Church,  several  of  the  cottagers  take  their  buckets  to  the  old  dipping  well,  and  the  water  of  this  well  is  decidedly 
lessened  since  a  house  near  it  has  been  drained. 

At  Chickerell,  near  Morne  Lodge,  several  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  there  are  now  ten  houses  using  a  surface  well,  the  water  of 
which  has  been  condemned  by  our  County  Analyst.  Some  arrangement  must  be  made  with  the  Weymouth  Water  Company  to  supply  these 
houses,  or  there  will  be  an  epidemic  here  sooner  or  later. 

Sewage  and  drainage ;  Excrement  disposal — The  new  Drainage  Works  at  Wyke  Regis  are  nearly  finished,  and  already  working,  many 
houses  being  connected.  The  sewage  is  conducted  into  filter  tanks,  passing  through  coarse  slag,  and  afterwards  allowed  to  flow  over  the  land, 
which  further  purifies  it.  It  promises  to  answer  well,  but  the  whole  village  must  be  connected  up  to  cure  the  nuisance  in  the  old  ditch  and 
street  gulleys. 

I  would  suggest  the  withies  be  planted  on  the  irrigated  land.  In  Wyke  village,  house  refuse  is  collected  twice  a  week  aud  carted  away  on 
the  farms,  the  streets  being  swept  at  the  same  time.  In  other  parts  of  the  district  W.C.’s  and  cesspools  are  found  in  the  new  houses,  and 
again,  pails  and  buckets,  with  a  considerable  number  of  old-fashioned  privy  vaults. 

The  new  drain  in  Watery  Lane  is  a  great  improvement,  and  the  water  course  is  now  clear,  which  had  been  previously  polluted,  and  a 
similar  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  main  street  at  Abbotsbury. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  capable  of  taking  sixteen  beds,  of  which  six  are  fitted  up — three  in  each  ward,  and  we  are  now  prepared  to  take 
any  cases  that  may  come.  Before  the  winter  some  repairs  will  be  necessary  to  keep  out  the  wet,  which  finds  its  way  in  above  the  windows 
and  through  the  ventilators  ;  in  other  respects  it  is  in  good  order.  Only  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  sent  there  during  the  year,  the  other 
seven  cases  of  notifiable  disease  being  fairly  isolated  at  their  own  homes. 

Formalin  vapour  with  carbolic  acid  and  lime  washing  are  the  disinfectants  used,  and  in  every  case  treated  at  home  ;  cleansing  and  white¬ 
washing  were  readily  carried  out  by  the  owners,  and  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Many  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  occupied  at  Wyke  Regis  since  my  last  Report,  generally  with 
little  garden  or  back  outlet.  The  regular  removal  of  house  refuse  must  be  an  advantage  to  these.  Not  much  building  in  other  parts  of  the 
district.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  dealt  with  by  your  authority.  In  some  of  the  villages  better  cottages  are  wanted,  and 
this  want  is  being  met  by  small  owners  and  builders  ;  but  I  should  say  that  the  housing  of  the  district  would  compare  favourably  with  other 
parts  of  the  County,  and  there  is  not  so  much  demand  as  formerly  for  labourer’s  cottages. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Millcshops,  etc. — There  are  a  large  number  of  dairies,  many  of  them  selling  milk,  and  generally  well  supplied  with 
water.  Some  of  the  cowsheds,  made  of  wood  aud  felt,  are  not  very  satisfactory  ;  but  I  believe  the  cows  live  mostly  out  of  doors. 

Slaughter  Houses.— 1  have  inspected  these,  accompanied  by  your  Inspector,  during  killing  and  at  other  times,  and  have  found  them 
generally  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses. — I  noticed  the  flooring  and  drainage  to  be  defective,  and  these  have  since  been  remedied  ;  limewashing  has  been  carried  out 
as  suggested  by  us.  The  frequent  inspections  of  these  institutions  is  having  a  good  effect. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  or  underground  bakehouses. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — Under  this  Act  your  Council  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  all  workshops  and  workplaces  in 
the  district — the  factories  being  under  the  control  of  the  Home  Office.  There  are  at  present  29  workshops  on  the  register,  comprising 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  12 

Carpenters  and  Builders  . .  8 

Dressmakers  . .  . .  . .  3 

Laundries  ......  2 

Smiths  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

One  outworker  does  dressmaking  at  her  own  house  for  a  shop  in  Weymouth.  It  is  necessary  to  see  that  workers  of  this  class  do  their 
work  in  premises  which  are  clean  and  wholesome,  and  provision  is  made  for  prohibiting  work  in  houses  where  there  is  infectious  disease  ; 
many  of  these  have  been  visited  by  your  Inspector  and  myself,  and  sanitary  improvements  ordered  where  necessary. 


Wimborne  and  Cranborne-Mr  C.  H.  Watts  Parkinson. 

Area  of  the  District  about  82,000  acres. 

Population  (1901  Census)  13,400,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904,  13,350. 

Births,  310  or  23-3  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths,  153  or  11-5  per  1,000,  corrected  154,  or  11-5. 

Average  Age  at  Death  47  years  and  6  months. 

Infantile  Mortality,  20  only  04-5  per  1,000  births. 

Zymotic  Death-rate,  four  deaths  including  one  from  Diarrhoea,  believed  not  to  be  Zymotio  or  9  per  1,000  population. 

WIMBORNE  RURAL  DIVISION. 

Population  (1901  Census),  7,576— estimated  to  middle  of  1904,  7,600. 

Births,  184  or  over  24  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality  nine  only,  49  per  1,000  births. 
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Deaths  registered,  85,  under  11-2  per  1,000. 

Average  Age  at  Death,  48  years  and  three  months. 

Zymotic  Mortality  three,  two  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  Diarrhoea,  or  i  per  1,000,  34  deaths  over  65,  of  these  16  were  over  71,  and  12 

over  80. 

There  were  11  deaths  from  Cancer  of  all  kinds,  but  three  of  these  were  strangers  coming  to  the  district  ill. 

Six  deaths  from  Phthisis  aud  Tubercular  diseases,  17  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

CRANBORNE  RURAL  DIVISION. 

Population  (1901  Census),  5,832,  e»timated  to  middle  of  1904,  5,750. 

Births,  126,  nearly  22  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality,  11  or  87-3  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  registered,  68,  or  11-8  per  1,000. 

Average  Age  at  Death.  45  years  and  two  months. 

Zymotic  Mortality,  one  case  Diphtheria,  or  -16  per  1,000. 

Thirty-two  deaths,  or  65  of  these,  13  were  over  70,  12  over  80,  and  one  over  90. 

Four  deaths  from  Cancer,  four  Phthisis,  and  eight  Bronchitis,  and  but  five  deaths  from  Influenza. 

GENERAL  REPORT. 

1904  was  remarkable  for  the  lowest  recorded  birth  and  death-rate.  While  the  infantile  mortality  was  also  the  lowest  known. 

The  births  were  36  below  the  average  of  the  seven  previous  years,  due  not  only  to  a  possibly  decreasing  population,  but  also  to  the  same 
causes  that  are  lowering  the  birth-rate  throughout  the  country.  It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  find  the  infantile  mortality  is  decreasing,  the 
deaths  being  only  20  or  12  below  the  average  of  the  last  seven  years,  and  only  64-5  per  1,000  births. 

The  deaths  registered  were  also  30  below  the  seven  years  average,  and  the  mortality  only  11-5  per  1,000  population. 

The  cases  of  malignant  diseases  recorded  in  the  Wimborne  division  continue  high,  while  the  Tubercular  diseases  are  fewer,  and  Influenza 
was  prevalent  in  the  Cranborne,  but  not  in  the  Wimborne  Division. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — During  1904,  55  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  notified,  viz.,. — 33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  with  two  deaths,  19 
cases  of  Diphtheria  with  one  death,  and  three  cases  of  Erysipelas.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  at  Corfe  Mullen,  and  outbreaks  of 
Mump3  at  Corfe  Mullen,  Hinton  Martell,  aud  Shapwick  ;  while  Influenza  was  spreading  in  the  Cranborne  Division,  and  five  deaths  registered. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  an  extensive  outbreak  at  Woodlands  in  May,  June,  and  July,  24  cases  were  notified,  and  probably  others 
escaped  notification,  as  practically  all  the  children  attending  Woodlands  School  were  attacked. 

The  epidemic  was  of  a  very  mild  character,  and  very  few  of  the  children  showed  much  rash.  The  earlier  cases  especially  showed  little 
or  no  rash,  and  the  cases  were  thought  to  be  possibly  Influenza,  which  had  been  prevalent  The  first  case  was  notified  on  May  26th  and  on 
visiting  the  village  one  or  more  children  in  almost  every  family  was  found  to  be  either  suffering  from  Fever  or  Convalescing.  The  School 
was  closed,  and  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  the  Epidemic  ceased  the  end  of  July. 

There  was  an  outbreak  at  Grange  and  Pilford  in  November,  eight  cases  were  notified  and  the  infection  was  probably  imported.  Two 
deaths  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever  epidemics  generally  are  from  cases  of  a  mild  character,  often  with  a  little  or  no  rash  and  where  the  symptoms  are  so  slight  that 
it  is  difficult  even  for  medical  men  to  recognize  with  certainty,  but  when  a  clear  case  is  notified,  especially  in  a  child  attending  a  public  school 
it  is  I  think  desirable  and  right  that  all  cases  of  sore  throat  and  feverish  condition  should  be  looked  on  with  suspicion  and  isolated  if  not 
notified,  aud  often  if  the  child  had  a  hot  bath  and  was  put  to  bed  and  wrapped  up  the  rash  would  appear  and  prove  the  diagnosis. 

Diphtheria. — Eleven  cases  iri  the  Wimborne  Division— 2  at  Holt  the  beginning  of  the  year  connected  with  the  outbreak  in  that  district  in 
1903,  7  cases  of  a  mild  character  at  Sturminster  Marshall  due  to  offensive  pond  and  bad  drainage  probably,  this  was  rectified,  and  isolated 
cases  at  Stapehill  and  West  Moors. 

Eight  cases  in  the  Cranborne  District — 4  cases  at  Three  Cross,  the  infection  was  imported  from  the  neighbouring  district  ;  2  cases  at 

Handley;  1  at  Cranborne,  in  both  cases  the  persons  were  visitors  and  the  disease  imported.  A  fatal  case  at  Alderholt  at  Christmas  the 
child  was  dead  when  notification  was  received,  no  cause  could  be  found  and  no  other  case  occurred. 

It  is  very  important  in  the  interest  of  the  public  that  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  should  be  confirmed  by  bacterological  examination  and 
the  resolution  of  the  Council  to  pay  the  small  fee,  in  cases  where  the  expense  could  fall  on  the  medical  man  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the 
sufferer  will  be,  I  feel  sure,  most  helpful  in  detecting  tl.e  first  cases,  thus  enabling  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent  an  epidemic,  and  I  feel  sure 
the  medical  practitioners,  while  they  gratefully  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege,  will  take  care  not  to  abuse  it. 

Erysipelas. — Three  cases  notified  of  an  ordinary  type. 

Phthisis. — Deaths  from  tuberculous  diseases  are  decreasing,  and,  while  the  Dorset  average  death  rate  from  phthisis  from  1871  to  1880 
was  1-2  per  1000  population,  the  mortality  in  the  Wimborne  and  Cranborne  District  in  1904  was  only  -37. 

Cancer. — The  deaths  from  the  various  forms  of  this  mysterious  disease  are  12  (including,  however,  3  strangers)  and  double  those  from 
phthisis. 

Water  Supply.  -Generally  good.  Many  new  wells  provided  and  old  ones  cleaned  out.  In  some  cases  the  water  supply  fell  short  in  the 
summer  months,  and  occasion  was  taken  to  clean  out  and  deepen  some  wells. 

Setvage  and  Drainage. — Many  improvements  effected  and  the  public  schools  put  in  good  order. 

Excrement  Disposal. — The  earth  system  is  now  general,  except  in  large  houses,  and  these  have  been  improved  in  many  cases. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Not  yet  provided. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.—  Generally  good  and  sufficient  in  number. 

Slaughter  Houses,  Bakehouses,  Factories,  and  Workshops. — These  are  generally  in  fair  condition.  Some  have  required  attention,  and 
details  are  given  in  report  of  work  done,  but  nothing  requiring  special  mention. 
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SUMMARY 

OF  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1304. 


PREPARED  BY  J.  COMYNS  LEACH,  M  D  ,  B  Sc  ,  D  P  H  ,  &c 


This,  the  twelfth  summary  that,  by  your  continued  indulgence,  I  have  the  privilege  of  making,  will,  I  think, 
prove  that  the  health  of  the  County  still  continues  as  progressive  and  satisfactory  as  its  predecessor  for  1903  was 
able  to  show. 

The  Death-rate  stands  at  about  the  same  satisfactory  figure,  the  Birth-rate  is  higher,  and  the  Zymotic  mortality 
lower  than  the  average  rates  for  the  preceding  five  years  ;  notwithstanding,  in  the  latter  case,  slight  increases 
under  the  various  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  proportion  of  the  number  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  notified. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  also  lower. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  of  the  County  in  the  inspection  and  removal  of 
insanitary  conditions  which  were  prejudicial  to  the  public  health.  The  Sanitary  Officer  of  the  Branksome  Urban 
Council  has  again  sent  in  a  model  of  what  such  Officer*’  Reports  should  be,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  table  inferring 
to  this  work  is  again  disfigured  by  the  words  “  no  return  ”  in  the  columns  under  both  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  of  Shaftesbury. 


STATISTICS. 

Deaths. --2, 75  1  deaths  were  registered  from  all  causes  in  1904,  the  quinquennial  average  being  2,905. 

Death-rate. — This  rate  calculated  on  the  Census  of  1901  is  13  6  per  1,000,  whilst  the  quinquennial  average 
was  139. 

The  highest  death-rates  were  recorded  at  Poole  (U),  17'0  ;  Lyme  Regis  fU),  15*6;  and  Blandford  (U),  15  3  per 
1,000  persons  living  ;  and  the  lowest  at  Dorchester  E.  (R),  77  ;  Swanage  (U),  97  ;  and  Cerne  (R),  9'9  ;  whilst  the 
same  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  was  15  3. 

The  Average  Age  at  Death. — This  for  the  whole  County  was  46'6  years,  and  amongst  those  returned,  the 
highest  were  those  of  Wimborne  (U),  67*4  ;  Shaftesbury  (U),  60‘8 ;  and  Shaftesbury  (R),  56 '5  years  ,  the  lowest 
averages  being  Branksome  (U),  32  0;  Portland  (U),  33  0  ;  and  Poole  (U),  40’0  years. 

Births. _ The  total  number  registered  was  4,688,  varying  but  little  from  the  quinquennial  average  of  4,698. 

Birth-rate. _ This  was  237,  the  quinquennial  average  being  22’5,  whilst  that  for  the  whole  of  England  and 

Wales  was  27'9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  highest  Birth-rates  are  reported  from  Bit  ksome  (U),  337,  Poole  (U)  27' 1,  and  Weymouth  (R)  26‘5,  the 
lowest  fronrShaftesbury  (U)  15  1,  Bridport  (C)  167.,  and  Dorchester  W.  (R)  185. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — This  rate  is  founded  upon  the  proportion  of  infants  dying  under  one  year  of  age  to 
births  registered,  and  works  out  at  91  7,  which  means  that  of  every  1,000  children  born  in  the  county,  94  of  them 
die  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year.  The  quinquennial  average  was  100T,  whilst  that  for  Rural  England  and 
Wales  was  125*0.  The  highest  rates  reported  were  139  6  in  Sherborne  (U),  134T  in  Beaminster  (R),  and  1279  in 
Portland  (U),  and  the  lowest  0*0  in  Shaftesbury  (U),  29'0  in  Wimborne  (U),  and  50  0  in  Sherborne  (R). 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. — This  is  the  number  by  which  the  births  exceed  the  deaths,  and  for  1904  was 
1,925,  the  quinquennial  average  being  1,785. 

Zymotic  Mortality  or  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  calculated  upon  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases,  these  being:  Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever,  and 
Diarrhoea,  and  was  for  1904  only  '37  per  1,000,  the  quinquennial  average  being  '67,  and  the  same  rate  for  Rural 
England  and  Wales  1'28. 

The  highest  rates  were  1'38  at  Poole  <U),  and  T06  at  Dorchester  (IT),  and  at  Wareham  (U)  I'OO  ;  whilst  the 
lowest  were  reported  from  Blandford  (U),  Shaftesbury  (U),  and  Sherborne  (U),  at  which  places  no  fatal  cases 
were  registered. 

The  following  points  are  the  most  noteworthy  with  reference  to  these  diseases  : — 

1.  Small-pox. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1904. 

2.  Scarlet  Fever.  —  Although  there  were  not  so  many  cases  of  this  disease  notified  there  was  a  greater 
mortality  than  during  (he  preceding  five  years,  viz.,  472  cases  with  13  deaths  or. a  case-mortality  of  2*7  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  592  cases  with  nine  deaths  or  a  case-mortality  of  1'5  per  cent.  In  Wareham  (R)  there  were  many 
cases  of  a  malignant  type,  the  case-mortality  rising  as  high  as  12'5  per  cent.  224  cases  were  notified  at  Poole  (U), 
with  five  deaths,  whilst  Sherborne  (R)  had  47  cases,  without  a  death.  Most  of  the  Medical  Officers,  with  the 
exception  of  Wareham  (R),  speak  of  the  cases  as  of  a  mild  type.  In  Portland,  where  there  were  32  such  cases, 
the  epidemic  is  said  to  have  been  originated  and  spread  by  a  child  attending  school  with  his  hands  in  the  peeling 
stage,  the  case  not  having  been  recognised  in  its  earlier  stages,  and  this  is  the  great  danger  in  the  mild  forms  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

3.  Diphtheria.— There  were  143  cases  notified,  with  26  deaths,  equal  to  a  case-mortality  of  18  per  cent.,  the 
quinquennial  average  being  146  with  25  deaths  or  17T  per  cent. 

Poole  (U)  with  32  cases  and  seven  deaths,  Beaminster  (R)  with  19  cases  and  only  one  death,  and  Wimborne  and 
Cranborne  (R)  with  19  cases  and  also  only  one  death,  were  responsible  for  nearly  half  the  cases.  Of  the  10  cases 
with  one  death  notified  from  Sturminster  (R),  seven,  including  the  fatal  one,  ai’ose  from  the  disease  being  intro¬ 
duced  into  Child  Okeford  by  a  lad  from  the  “  Boscawen  ”  home  on  leave. 

4.  Enteric  Fever. — 56  cises  with  11  deaths,  equal  to  a  case-mortality  of  20'0  per  cent.,  were  notified  during 
the  year,  the  quinquennial  average  being  68  cases  with  12  deaths  or  17'6  per  cent. 

Poole  (U)  with  21  cases  and  four  deaths,  and  Peaminster  (R),  with  eight  cases  and  one  death,  were  the  chief 
centres,  whilst  Portland  (U),  thanks  to  its  new  water-supply,  had  only  one  case,  which  recovered. 

Several  of  the  Medical  Officers  trace  a  connection  between  their  cases  and  the  consumption  of  uncooked  cockles 
and  oysters,  and  this  warrants  the  oft-repeated  advice  that  no  sbell-fish  should  be  eaten  raw. 

5.  Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  notified  four  cases,  two  of  which  were  fatal,  giving  a  proportionate 
mortality  of  50  per  cent ,  as  compared  with  the  quinquennial  average  of  six  cases  with  four  deaths  or  a  fatal  per 
centage  of  66'6  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  registration  of  efficient  midwives  and  their  better  supervision  under  the 
new  Act,  will,  before  long,  induce  this  fearful  mortality. 

6.  Measles. — There  were  17  fatal  cases  of  Measles  during  1904,  as  compared  with  the  five  years  average  of  24. 
Measlesnot  being  a  notifiable  disease,  the  actual  number  of  cases  occurring  during  the  year  cannot  be  ascertained, 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  I  would  here  draw  attention  to  the  excellent  remarks  made 
by  Dr.  T.  Henry  Jones  of  Weymouth  (U)  in  his  Report  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the 
existence  of  these  diseases,  and  thus  being  able  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  for  limiting  their  spread.  He 
says  :  ‘*  These  two  infectious  ailments  are  regarded  lightly,  because  they  do  not  happen  to  be  included  among  the 
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notifiable  diseases,  and  are  not  dealt  with  so  stringently  as,  for  instance,  Diphtheria  01  Scarlet  Fever,  and  there¬ 
fore,  do  not  loom  so  large  in  the  public  eye.  But  it  is  found  every  year  throughout  the  country  that  the  deaths 
ascribed  to  them  among  children  constitute  a  very  large  proport  on  of  the  total  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  ;  this 
year  they  formed  close  upon  one-third  of  the  whole  in  England  and  Wales.”  • 

7.  Whooping  Bough. — 28  fatal  case  ,  (recurred  in  the  county,  and  this  number  is  practically  the  same  as  the 
average  of  the  five  preceding  years,  viz.,  27 --Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  have  this  feature  in  common,  that 
uncomplicated  they  are  not  very  fatal  diseases,  but  become  so  through  chest  complications,  and  they,  therefore, 
require  much  care  and  nursing. 

Phthisis. — 175  fatal  cases  were  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  22  over  1903,  but  19  less  than  the 
quinquennial  average  which  was  194. 

It  has  been  of  late  years  fully  established  that  Phthisis  is  an  infectious  disease,  and  the  question  arises,  ought 
it  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  ?  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this  being  done  are  well  put 
by  Dr.  Jones  in  his  before-quoted  Annual  Report,  and  I  would  refer  you  to  them,  together  with  the  plan  he  simo-ests 
for  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  Phthisis  when  brought  to  the  notice  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  with  the"whole 
of  which  I  am  in  absolute  agreement. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. — It  was  deemed  advisable  to  close  schools  in  the  following  districts  in  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  Epidemic  Disease: —Urban. — Poole,  in  consequence  of  an  extensive  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  ■ 
Portland  ditto  and  Swanage  ditto;  Weymouth,  the  St.  Mary’s  Infant  School  for  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 
Rural. —  Beaminster,  for  Whooping  Cough  ;  Blandford,  for  Scarlet  Fever  ;  BridpoG,  for  Measles  ;  C  erne,  for  Whooping- 
Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever;  Dorchester  W.,  for  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough;  Poole,  for  Scarlet  Fever;  and 
Sturminster,  for  Diphtheria  and  Measles. 

Water  Supplies.  Urban.  —  Blandford  repoi  ts  that  the  water  maintains  its  original  standard  of  excellence  ■ 
Branksome,  that  nearly  the  whole  district  is  now  supplied  from  the  Bournemouth  and  Poole  Companies  mains  • 
Bridport,  that  it  is  excellent  ;  Lyme  Regis,  that  our  very  excellent  water  supply  is  very  satisfactory;  Portland' 
hopes  that  its  water  supply  will  be  consfant  in  the  future  and  points  out  the  risks  and  disadvantages  of  an 
intermittent  supply,  and  that  another  well  is  to  be  sunk  at  Upwey  to  avoid  this  ;  Shaftesbury,  that  its  water  supply 
is  excellent  and  constant  ;  Sherborne,  that  it  continues  to  be  good  and  abundant;  Swanage,  that  it  is  of  excellent 
quality  proved  by  analysis  ;  Wareham,  that  the  works  at  Worgret  are  being  pushed  forward  ;  Weymouth,  that  the 
Company’s  water  is  of  uniformly  excellent  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  Wimborne,  that  it  continues 
good: 

Rural. — Beaminster  reports  the  early  possibility  of  the  commencement  of  the  works  for  a  new  supply; 
Blandford,  that  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells  and  is  usually  satisfactory;  Cerne,  that  the  water  supplies  are 
carefully  inspected  and  that  evexytliing  is  done  that  is  necessary  to  provide  wholesome  supplies  ;  Dorchester  E., 
that  the  supplies  are  quite  up  to  the  average  of  rural  districts  ;  Dorchester  W.,  good  generally  and  abundant  ; 
Poole,  that  several  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  at  Broadstone  ;  Sturminster,  that 
the  scheme  for  the  new  water  supply  for  Sturminster  Newton  is  gradually  developing,  and  hopes  that  before  the 
next  Report  the  works  will  be  well  in  hand  ;  Wareham,  that  they  are  mostly  satisfactory  ;  Weymouth,  that  they 
are  generally  good  in  the  district,  with  some  rather  bad  exceptions  ;  Wimborne  and  Cranborne  that  they  are 
generally  good,  and  that  many  new  wells  have  been  provided. 

SANITARY  WORE. 

In  519  cases  complaints  of  insanitary  conditions  have  been  received  by  the  Authorities,  9,635  houses  and 
premises  have  been  inspected,  and,  as  a  result  of  those  inspections,  1,511  orders  have  been  issued  for  their  sanitary 
amendment,  526  houses  have  been  cleaned,  repaired,  and  whitewashed,  and  378  houses  have  been  disinfected  after 
infectious  illness,  1,48  fc  new  drains  have  been  provided  and  just  1,000  repaired,  252  new  water  supplies  have  been 
provided  and  35  new  sewers  been  laid  down,  463  nuisances  were  abated,  action  by  summons  being  necessary  in  11 
cases  to  enforce  the  order. 


•TJJtjeQ  J13 

aSy  aH'B.iaAy 


■f  9oo»oo#^ooo^ 
o  w  i  o  x  6  i  w  n 

*OCOh^.?0*D^COCOCOh*h!4'$<CD 


COOcCfCOOcC^iOiOCiO«5 

OCO^XH^Ccco^Wt^ 

H^iOiDio^^DH^iOH^iD^^H^ 


o 

cb 

h* 


('Man) 

saSu  [[is  ju  sqjBaQ 


<D 

4S 

2 

6 

z 


•puijsip  aqq  jmoAaq  pajajsiSaj 
sjuapisajj  jo  sqjuag 


•  • 

r-H 

12-7 

11-2 

o»  co 

rH 

CQ 

r-4 

O  tr- 
cb  70 

l-H  r-< 

Cj 

cb 

co  CD 
*  cb  bi 

rH  r— l 

.  r5  ? 

•  ia  <30 

.  ^ 

•  fH 
r-H 

s  t>  GO  UO 
•  •  CQ  cb  h 

-H  r— <  1— 1  | 

; 

HfH 

*  tO  CD  • 

•  CQ  CO 

CQ 

o  ^ 

CO 

•  00  00 

•  CD 

•  '<* 

.  .  -H  cr:  ^ 

Hf< 

•  tr - * 

•  CO  d 

C- 

-n  db 

CO 

•  r-H  X 

•  CO  o 

•  Cl 

•  •  CO  O  ID 

1 

r— ' 

1 

•  ^r  • 

•  CD 

•  • 

. 

‘pujsiq  ui  pa.icqsiga.i 
sjnapisa^-uojq  jo  sqjuag 
•suoi[nii[saj  Oi[qnc[  ui  sqiuag 

•jfjq'BjJOU  oijouiA'z 


c-  -*t< 


»OOJ  •  CQ  CO  t>  CQ 
I  CQ  •  IO  *-H  CQ 


O  o  CQ  *D  I  -  X  -H  ~  O  *D  —  -  *D 
O  »— I  O  O  ^  CC  hH  o  o  *m  o  cq  cq 


■  »o 
.  o 


O  O  O  CC  id  O  O  X  X  h*  CD  O  O 
*N  W  O  •  ^ICOhhCC^^CO 


•fofii— i68t 

.xoj  a§B.iaAi3  ojjig 


04  CD  TO  r-H  05  CQ 

!  -b  cb  ib  bi  »b  »b 


cp 

b> 


■>1  O  O  C-  -2D 
^  «  Ci  «  cb 


Hfl 

!  cb 


o 


:c  h  »o  W  »C  co 
CO  CO  CO  *  •  GO 

r-H  rq  >D  hT 

' 1  co  *o 


lO  00  CO  CO  CO 
•  CD  H  >0  * 

ao  1-1  UJ 


o 

■  H* 


I  .  I 


•saSu  [[B 

sq'juag 

aj  |  ?^7????7''fl?‘??3:  -i~03;t'CC''#t'inMU5io 

lO«»OCllOI>OdlPoid^CT  Tl1clClC5t'PPCJHCl(M^H 

2  HHH-'HHHm.H  HHH  HHH  HrtHHHHHH 

13-6 

.  1  ffl^OOi«-l,il5t»®t»OM[l  OTtmt'®ptBPO®CffiCO 

O  1  PWdilMCOPMIMOOWalO^  »H00'#«HPMI>O«piO 

Jz  — 1  — 1  CO  i-H  cc  i—4  rH  i— 1  — H 

1 

2753 

1-061  -  1681 

.toj  aoBJaAB  oq^Q 

5|   iO®9|P7 i  o  cc  ccooooccaocc 

95  ■  !  I  !Ht"HccHO  I  I  ;  :  ®  !  liinow  !>o  IP  . 

p|  |  h  1  ^  2  2 00  00  t~oaoa;oooic-- 

.  1 
'  i 

1  2;ccc;01>-c0  o  t-  rH  OS  rH  C<J  o  «5 

o  !  ;  ;  ; ^  4 ci a 6  :  :  •  *  cq,,6s^^(?q-w’rH> 

^  j  ffl»  H  • 

.  i 

‘  i 

•aSy  jo  jua^ 

auO  japun  sqjBag 

^  I  ipr^ClC^ODOOaiOCC'C  H-HDDDXl>OOOCOC<HO 

•+*  !  cbt>(CQco-HC5t^  b  d  b  cb  o  h  -b  h  --  h  q  b  x  o  cq  b  b  h< 

£  1  ®  1-1  cn>  T)<  o  N  •OGOOQODi  COXXXXXHH<iOI>t>QO 

I  HH  -H  rH  r-H  r-H  T— H  — - 

*r  i 

hH  ! 
D5  1 

1  t>iOHX'MCQXOXX»GTt<(M  QDCIGOOH^HCOWQOO 

q  1  CO  rH  r-H  CD  CO  r-H  ID  0Q  r-H  r-H  rH  rH  i-H  r-H  rH  CQ  CQ 

55  i 

^  I 
”*  j 

•1061—1681 

aoj  aSB.iaAu  ojjtg 

^1  »0  CQ  H  X  <D  '^1  ^  O  CD  r--  CQ  CO  | 

-*2  ;  Ilicbt^cbcbb-bi;**;  cb!*.  bcQQcbbj  !b  !b  !  .  !  ! 

2|  tM  i— 1  Cl  Cl  (M  Cl  Cd  CS  C<1  -H  (M  i— 1  C-l  <M  | 

1  GO  CP  GO  CD  CO  *D  ID  Ci  CO  CO  >D  *C  Dp  CD 

•  1  •  •  •  r-H  CO  CQ  *  •  CM  •  •  •  •  CO  •  •  CQ  r-i  r-H  CQ  •  •  O  •  O  • 

O  .  ...<N  ‘O  JS  2  --1  '  ■  •  '  IM  •  •«  •«  • 

Hr  1  CD  Hr  HT 

^1  CQ  CQ 

.  1 
'  i 

•yqj.xtg 

|  Hhh^COhO-th^HOhD  lOOcDNHiOiGDHCODiGCrj 

bQ^ocbcbrHt^oQ»br-H'bo,bcb  c3Hx6ib^6oiwbw 

c5  |  CQCO— iCQCQDQCQHCQCQCQCQr-i  CQCQrHCQiHr-^CQCQCQr-HCQCQCQ 

(N  | 

CC  i 
O  | 

|  ClXOlGlODt^iCDDOCDD  NlCOCDCOCOCQjiO’tCOQO 

D  1  X  a  D  H)1  H  D  D  W  CQ  X  H  D  D  H®COQI>O^CQC3DMOH 

^  •  DJ  OQ  ID  CQ  i—l  'Hi  CQ  -h i  <h  H  r-«  CQ  H  H  CQ  CQ  CO 

1 

4688 

-  (  DlOOOOiOWDMOQOCOCOCD  rHOOX^(Mt^OiOOiO^O^^ 

iiC5HW5DCOO'^OOO^fl5  QOODOOOOMM(MODQOH 

■  T  a  p  T  ‘nmn'Dinrln  t  ^  O  t' ^  O  H  O  t- ^  O  CO  O 

lOol  UOl'I'KlLiaOJ  cOaOiOO<M05tOCQlOCOD10CO  Ci  30  CD  >D  co  »o  ^  o  >o  GO  —  CO 

r-H  »-H  _ _  _ _  r—l  *~H  r- ( 

202063 

I  iOX«Xt^COt>h-DDHDCO  CO^-^-H  CO  CO  CQ  (M  (M  O  H 

T*3  D  H<  CO  CO  D  (N  lo  C.  (M  D  -1  D  -H  GO  lO  CO  CO  ^  O  O  H 

■  'aQu  Aiair  HV5«DCOWCOXH05CO(N(MIO  D  CO  a  t-  O  COD^  COC  OO 

bd.l.J  Y  Ol  H  H  W5  Cl  CQ  »-H  CX)t— ICJCD  D  iXMt^QOSQH 

lO  CO  CO  'H  CD  rH  ^  CO  CO  GO  CQ  GO 

625578 

M 

H 


CO 

cq 

<j 

EH 


<D 

o  • 

!fi£ 

°a 

—  Qj 

ga 
•S  *g 

CD  ° 


H 

o 

hH 

PC 

H 

SQ 


„  « 

95  5  Z  ►c 

w  z  P  -*  -a!  * 

J  6  «  OQ«  ®  §  00 

p  §  o  z  a  H  p  £  z 

SwE>Hgg&^HOpgg 

Q . 


z 

o 


z 

< 

OQ 

cc 

3 


2  w 

H 


aalssggasglli 

cqcqaaQi-3f^ft4«3ocxi^cf^ 


a  w 
«SR 

p°  a 

QM° 


P5 

Wg 

is 

tu  ^  ■ 


_l 

< 

QC 

3 

CC 


£  cc  -1 

pi  „  3  h  «  £  Z  „  - 

z  P  Z  Sow<„gKz 

5m  o  5a»3Sg«H  cq 

a 

MQffippaa^^auMa  h 

o 

s  =  s:;sps  =  =  spt  H 

m 

55 

P? 

» 

"I  ^ 

W  £  « 

H  (S  a 
q5  fiP3  p?  h  «y 

HQ  gg  pgp  W  g 

tn  p?  c_j  HH  Cp  55  CQ  92  EH  5; 

3  o  g  g  g  :q  g  z  <  a  S 

gqCpS  SH  HOj-OoS 

hq2hbkWh«§|2o 

<5-<Hpc;pHp3o<5HaSH^ 

HpaaoootiiBHS>> 

tpmCQOQftOicn0Q0Ql>l>t? 


TABLE  III.— Cases  of  Infections  Disease  notified  during  the  year  j.904. 
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